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On National Service 


R. Eric Johnston, president of the Motion Picture 

Association of America, has answered President 

Truman's call to national service and has accepted 
one of the most difficult positions in the Administration, the 
post of Administrator of the Economic Stabilization Agency. 
His responsibility ranges over the whole field of prices, wages, 
rents and related matters that affect our economic life. 


The motion picture industry may be justly proud that within 
her ranks could be found one with Mr. Johnston's talents avail- 
able for the country's welfare in these difficult days. That 
Mr. Johnston's ability is well known outside the business is 
attested by the fact that his selection for the job of Adminis- 
trator of Economic Stabilization was applauded by Democrats 
and Republicans alike in Congress. 


Undoubtedly it was with a sense of personal sacrifice that 
Mr. Johnston accepted the office which carries with it duties 
that will make many enemies. The industry has also made a 
special contribution by lending him to the Government at a 
time when its own problems are great and are mounting. The 
board of directors of the MPAA should be thanked for im- 


mediately granting Mr. Johnston a leave of absence. 


The confidence of the MPAA in Mr. Johnston only recently 
was reaffirmed when his contract was extended to 1958. Dur- 
ing the five years he has been president of the Association 
he has made a number of marked contributions to the cause 
of the motion picture while continuing to be a popular and 
respected public speaker, well liked by both management and 
labor groups.. Mr. Johnston's most notable successes for the 
industry include his leadership in negotiating the monetary 
agreements with the British and his original sponsorship of 
the meetings which resulted in the formation of COMPO. 


It is to be hoped that the emergency conditions which re- 
quired the naming of an Administrator of Economic Stabilization 
will in time pass away. It is certain that as long as the office 
is his, Mr. Johnston will carry out its work to the best of his 
ability. The Motion Picture Association and the industry as a 
whole will look forward to the day of his return to motion pic- 


ture industry activities. 
@ a 


inthis day when various economic controls are being dis- 
cussed for the motion picture and other businesses it is well 
to give a thought to the problem of getting rid of such re- 
strictions after the emergency passes. From the end of the 
war until December, 1950, exhibitors in New Zealand pleaded 
for a "decontrol of admission prices." The latest rejection by 
the Minister of Industries and Commerce indicated that the 
limits on admissions would be continued until the distant time 
when there would be "full and effective competition" among 
theatres. That means when a great number of new theatres 
are constructed. Of course, for the present and foreseeable 
future construction is limited in New Zealand. In this country 
film industry spokesmen should insist that emergency controls 
be relaxed as soon as the need passes. It must not be for- 
gotten that the tax on admissions came as a World War | 
measure and that the increase voted for World War Il has 
continued up to the present. 





MARTIN QUIGLEY, jR., Editor 
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Rhoden on Research 


T present there is being circulated among leaders of 
A the industry an attractively printed booklet entitled 
"Research Is the Answer" Mr. E. C. Rhoden, 
president of Fox Midwest Theatres. The subtitle of the booklet 
is "A Proposal of Interest to the Motion Picture Industry.” 
If Mr. Rhoden's suggestions have not yet received the careful 
attention of COMPO's planning committee they should at its 
next meeting. 

Mr. Rhoden has set forth a whole program of research to 
be inaugurated with a fund ef $2,000,000 and carried on by 
revenue from certain film productions to be sponsored by the 
Research Institute. Aims would be 1) devteptansh of new 
entertainment forms; 2) search for new performers; 3) explora- 
tion of new advertising techniques; 4) surveys of public taste; 
5) research in production, and 6) introduction of new ideas in 
exhibition. 

Much of the blame for the industry's current condition, in- 
cluding a woeful lack of research in comparison with any 
other great American industry, is attributed by Mr. Rhoden 
to industry leaders. 

It is reported from Kansas City this week, perhaps signifi- 
cantly, that the meeting at which Mr. Rhoden intended to 
present his challenging program was never held. 


Actor on the Rostrum 


|" is to be regretted that the distinguished actor and direc- 
tor, Sir Laurence Olivier, does not leave matters of motion 
picture ics and b administration to others. 
After returning to London from a stay in Hollywood Sir Lau- 
rence on January 2! addressed the Film Industry Employes 
Council, an organization representing certain of the film in- 
dustry unions. His statements included the following: "Ameri- 
can films have paid for themselves before they are shown 
here, . . . British films pay, they pay very well but they pay 
the wrong people." He also asserted that some British film 
studios have closed down because the quota requirements on 
exhibition are not high enough. Sir Laurence did not allude 
to the fact that if certain British films possessed sufficient box 
office appeal the exhibitors would gladly book them. After 
all, even in Britain, the public may not be forced to see films. 





@ Exhibitors should view sympathetically Monogram Pictures 
Week scheduled for Feoruary 11-18. The company's goal is 
to have one of its features or shorts played in every theatre 
some time that week. Such a week serves a useful purpose 
not only in providing extra revenue for the distributor but 
emphasizes in a forceful manner the importance of its prod- 
uct for showmen throughout the year. 


Q The special kits with material in connection with the ob- 
servance of Brotherhood Week, February 18-25, already have 
been mailed to every theatre. Exhibitors are urged to make 
as effective use as possible of the accessories and press book 
ideas prepared by Mr. Max E. Youngstein and his staff. 
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“LETTERS” IN THIRD YEAR 


“Letters to the Herald" enters its third year with this edition. Initiated on Jan- 
uary 29, 1949, and thereafter published without a break in continuity, this depart- 
ment of Motion Picture Herald long since has been accorded wide recognition 


as an industry forum. 


In two years, 774 letters have been published on this page, principally from 
exhibitors with problems or suggestions on their minds. The theatre man's plea 
that Hollywood forego psychiatrics for comedy, violence for calmness and, in 
general, pay greater attention to what is evidently a pressing demand for family- 
type product persisted. The letters continued to reflect concern over high bras § 
clearances, lack of judgment in spacing releases of identical film types such as 
Westerns and musicals. In increasing volume, exhibitor concern and uncertainty over 
television and its ultimate impact on theatre operation were apparent. And, as 
always, the letters argued for a greater flow of the "A" attraction and a reduc- 


tion of the ''B.”’ 


Two years of "Letters to the Herald’ make it clear that exhibitors, and others 
as well, have much on their minds and find this page an expressive outlet for their 


views. 
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Why don’t more stars go on tour for first 
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Development and trends that shape 
the motion picture industry's future. 


> The construction of huge new 
housing projects, scheduled to con- 
tinue even under present building 
restrictions, is posing a continuing 
problem for the operators of neigh- 
borhood theatres who because of the 
ban on construction and local zoning 
laws cannot follow their customers. 
The problem is particularly acute in 
large cities like New York and Chi- 
cago, where units housing two and 
three thousand families are being 
built in previously undeveloped 
areas, far from present theatre fa- 
cilities, 

> Top television talent, now earning 
in the thousands of dollars per week, 
is not too anxious to go to Holly- 
wood. If film offers are accepted, it 
is expected that provision would be 
made for continuing television ac- 
tivity from Coast studios. 


> Irrespective of the success of the 
test of Phonevision in Chicago it is 
seriously to be doubted that any 
major film producer will testify in 
favor of establishing it as a regular 
service at the FCC hearings which 
probably will be scheduled some 
time after the end of the tests. Pro- 
ducers are unlikely to advocate any 
system which would damage their 
business, and their relations with 
their regular customers. National 
playoff of an important picture in a 
brief period could never be efficient. 


> The State Department will make 
more and more demands on Holly- 
wood for the loan of key people to 
write, direct or otherwise help make 
films for the “Voice of America” 
campaign. President Truman’s new 
budget envisages a further step-up 
in the Voice program. 


> Several of the companies will re- 
lease feature pictures using the new 
Eastman Kodak color prints by the 
end of the year. Prominently men- 
tioned are Columbia and Warner 
Brothers. The Kodak color is no 
cheaper than Technicolor, but it 


gives equal quality and can be proc- 
essed by any commercial laboratory. 
The Eastman Kodak color negative 
already is being used by Cinecolor 
for its Supercinecolor process. Co- 
lumbia reportedly has completed its 
fifth picture using the Kodak color 
negative in the shooting stage. 


> Ratification of the International 
Trade Organization Charter, sup- 
ported once upon a time by many 
industry leaders, has been quietly 
dropped from the Administration’s 
program. It wasn’t even mentioned 
in any of the three messages the 
President sent to the new Congress. 


> Provisions of the consent decrees 
worked out by the Department of 
Justice and the majors are resulting 
in making available for sale, now, 
and in the next few years, the great- 
est number of theatres on the mar- 
ket since the 1920s. If present lead- 
ers in exhibition do not step in, 
dominant places will pass to out- 
siders. There is some speculation 
on what the Government’s attitude 
would be if a single syndicate at- 
tempted to buy up the majority of 
the circuits. 


> If and when the Government indi- 
cates its need of large quantities of 
raw stock and a shortage develops, 
the industry may get an unexpected 
boost from Bell & Howell. The com- 
pany’s Rochester plant currently is 
turning out only microfilm on safety 
stock, but it has plans ready to ex- 
pand its facilities for the production 
of 35mm safety stock for the use 
either of the Government or the in- 
dustry. 


> There is no question there will 
be a request by the Government for 
all-out cooperation by the film in- 
dustry with the Civilian Defense 
layout under construction cross- 
country. But this time out it looks 
as though it will be almost wholly a 
local-level proposition. Since the 
whole Civilian Defense setup appar- 
ently will be localized, so coopera- 
tion pleas are expected to come re- 
gionally, as well, which probably 
means mostly an exhibition job. 
Already the press, radio and tele- 
vision have been asked to cooperate 
with a pitch—the film industry’s 
turn is due shortly. 
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BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR" PLAQUE 
awarded to MGM, by the Christian 
Herald. Above, Dr. Daniel A. Poling, left 
editor of the Protestant publication, gives 

the plaque to Willaim H. Wright, pro- 
ducer of ‘Stars in My Crown." Last year 
MGM received the award for its ‘The 
Stratton Story,’ produced by Jacl 
Cummings 
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SURE BET for family audiences any- 
where’ is "I'd Climb The Highest 
Mountain,’ heartwarming Technicolor 
film due for a gala Atlanta world pre 
miere February 6. Above, Ruth 
Donnelly, Susan Hayward, William 
Lundigan and Gene Lockhart in a scene 
from the film. 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD. JANUARY 27, 195! 


CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION is the 
completion of ‘The | 3th Letter 
Darnell (above) 
Michael Rennie and 
; The suspense 
thriller has been hailed as a film 
which "should easily draw a heavy 
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WE WANT ARBITRATION. 
EXHIBITORS DECLARE IN 
NATIONWIDE TEST VOTE 


An overwhelming majority of exhibitors— circuit and independent — polled 
by the Motion Picrure HEerALp are in favor of arbitration. 

In a test ballot completed this week, 89.1 per cent of the votes indicate a will- 
ingness on the part of theatre operators to settle such differences as arise 
in the buying and selling of films on the basis of mediation rather than litigation. 

The HeraLp approached circuit and independent operators and exhibitor or- 
ganization leaders with four questions: Whether they are for or against arbi- 
tration; what types of industry problems—clearance, run, bids or others—they 
believed could be settled by arbitration; whether they would prefer the arbi- 
trator(s) to be drawn from the industry, outside the industry, or made up of a 
board of three, including a distributor, an exhibitor and an outsider; and if they 
preferred the exclusive or partial use of industry arbitrators, what persons could 
they suggest as most competent to fill these posts. 


Both on their own and together, the cir 
cuit and independent groups seemed to be 
bothered most by problems and differences 
over clearances and runs. The matter of bid 
ding does not rate anywhere near clearances 
und runs as a source of exhibitor irritation 

\s far as who should do the arbitrating, it 
and when an all-industry system is estab- 
lished, the preference is clearly on the side 
of the last choice—a board of three made up 
and an out 
those polled 


combined in 


of an exhibitor, a distributor 
cent of 
The 
dependent and total 
cent in favor of drawing the complete panel 
from the film industry. 

More circuit operators than independents 
showed themselves to be in favor of arbitra 
tion but the difference was of no special 
significance cent of the in 
dependents and 91.2 per cent of the circuits 
making 89.1 
per cent supporting out-of-court settlements 
‘against” group 13.3 of the indepen 
(making the 


sider—with 56.9 per 


voting for this system 


circuit was 38.9 per 


with 86.7 per 


up the combined average of 


In the 


lents and &8 of the circuits 


combined average of 10.9 per cent) failed 
to support the idea of arbitration. 

In studying the matter of clearances, runs 
ind bids—in that order the cause of most 
disputes—it should be remembered that a 
good part of the objected-to situations or 
conditions that arise are of a local nature, 
indicating further that the exhibitor who 
was polled replied strictly on the basis of 
his own experience. 

It is interesting, therefore, to note that in- 
dependents voted the clearance problem to 
be uppermost in the minds of 76.6 per cent 
of them; runs were next with 66.6 per cent; 
bidding rated as the third most important 
problem with 43.3 per cent; and “other” 
issues constitutes 23.3 per cent of indepen- 
dent exhibitor headaches 

rhe bidding percentage from the inde- 
pendents is especially noteworthy in view 
of the emphasis the Allied States 
tion (which presumably represents the in- 
dependent arm of exhibition) has placed 
as one of the 


Associa- 


upon the bidding 
major, if not the most important, of condi- 


question 





SUGGESTED ARBITRATORS 


The following industry personalities, listed in alphabetical order, 
were suggested by circuit and independent exhibitors as possible 


arbitrators: 
Robert Coyne 
George Dembow 


Jay Emanuel 

S. H. Fabian 

Earl Hudson 

Eric Johnston 

Red Kann 

Arthur L. Mayer 
Thomas McConnell 


Sam Pinanski 
Trueman T. Rembusch 
William F. Rodgers 
George Schaefer 
Spyros P. Skouras 
Wilbur Snaper 
Robert B. Wilby 

Nat Williams 
Mitchell Wolfson 





tions working to the disadvantage of the 
non-circuit operator. The HERALp’s survey 
points out quite clearly that the independent 
exhibitor finds clearances and runs to be 
far more important problems than bidding, 
which Allied is trying to curb. 


Circuits and Independents 
Share Same Problems 


The circuits’ problem rating, surprisingly 
enough, is not much different from that of 
the independent, with the one-two-three-four 
positions being similarly taken by clearances, 
runs, bidding and “other” issues. The per- 
centage rating is 85.2; 73.5; 44.1; and 88 
respectively. The combined circuit-indepen- 
dent percentage averages are 80.9 for clear 
ances ; 70 for runs; 43.7 for bidding ; and 16 
for other issues. 

There appeared little evidence this week, 
incidentally, that the Allied board meeting 
in Washington February 15-16 would 
change their anti-arbitration position and 
join the movement started some time ago 
by Theatre Owners of America. 

At the Allied board meeting a year ag» 
the subject of arbitration was tabled with 
out action. Since then efforts have been 
made, particularly by the Theatre Owners 
of America, with some help from distribu 
tors, to consolidate industry sentiment in 
support of the establishment of a new system 
of arbitration or conciliation. 

The decree in the New York anti-trust 
suit did not order the continuance of the 
system operated by the American Arbitra 
tion Association which was ordered in the 
original consent decree, but it did mention 
such a system as desirable. 

Several months ago the TOA, under a 
resolution convention last 
autumn, called a meeting in New York to 
explore the possibility of establishing an 
Following that meeting 
William F. Rodgers, distribution vice-presi 
dent of Loew’s, was requested to sound out 
Allied officials on the proposals since littk 
further could be done without Allied’s par- 
ticipation. It has been unofficially reported 
that Mr. Rodgers met with no encourage 
ment in the matter. 


Some Allied Officials 
Not Anxious to Change 


passed at its 


arbitration system. 


Some Allied officials take the position thai 
anyone who wishes can have an industry dis- 
pute submitted to arbitration now and that 
without a greater demand for a permanent 
formal system of arbitration on the part of 
its members, the organization is content with 
things as they are. 

The positions taken in the test poll— 
by circuits and independents—as to who 
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should do the arbitrating was strong and 
clear with the combined total showing 56.9 
per cent of those voting to favor the three- 
man  exhibitor-distributor-outsider board 
An arbitration panel composed completely of 
persons from outside the industry had very 
little support with 9.4 per cent of the in- 
dependents and none from the circuits favor- 
ing that plan. Supporting the idea of all 
arbitrating to be done from within the in- 
dustry were 38.9 per cent of the exhibitors. 
Separately the independents voted 28.1 for 
within-the-industry mediators; 9.4 for out- 
siders; and 62.5 for the three-man board. 
The circuits voted 47.5 for the first plan and 
52.5 for the latter plan. 


Eighteen Industry Names 
Suggested for Panels 


The exhibitors submitted an impressive 
list of industry figures they believed most 
suitable to perform the impartial chores of 
arbitrator. The 18 names suggested included 
executives from all phases of the industry— 
exhibition, distribution, the trade press and 
even an attorney prominent in anti-trust 
litigation. 

The comments offered by the theatre op 
erators were both candid and cautious, rang- 
ing all the way from one who said he does 
not “believe this is necessary for small 
towns” to another who claimed that the 
question did not personally affect him but he 
was interested in the welfare of his col- 
leagues. Following are some of the com- 
ments from exhibitors: 


“I do not know too much about 
what the system is to arbitrate, how- 
ever I do not think arbitration is going 
to solve much for the independent.”— 
F. Hall, Akron, Colorado. 


“Arbitration is of no value to the 
small exhibitor.”—./. C. Moore, Florida 
Theatre Owners Association. 

“If the system is administered hon- 
estly, many suits could be avoided. 
However, I doubt it.”—Passaic, New 
Jersey exhibitor. 

“Strongly favor arbitration for indus- 
try ills. Used here for many years most 
successfully.”—A. /. Brylawski, Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Washington, 
BC 


“For an all industry local arbitration 
draw three to five names from panel 
list and change boards for each hear- 
ing using exhibitors and distributor 
representatives in district. To success- 
fully use inter-industry setup would 
require building of mutual confidence. 
When the initial antipathy is over- 
come—(fair decisions by these boards 
can accomplish this)—then we will 
have established a new era of good 
relationship among ourselves that will 
react with credit to our industry and 
will stop much of our appealing to 
courts and making this business a tar- 
get for turmoil. The arbitrators sug- 
gested herewith from exhibition are 
men, as you know, of high integrity 
wide experience and a genuine inter- 
est in fair play." —M. Loewenstein. The 
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atre Owners of Oklahoma, Inc., Okla 
homa City, Okla, 

“Do not believe this is necessary for 
small towns.”—L. Brazil, Jr—Bearden, 
Arkansas. 

“Arbitration on bids to determine 
bonafides only.”—Leo Brecher, New 
York City. 

“I think arbitration is the best and 
the fairest method of handling indus- 
try disputes. The board should be 
composed entirely of industryites or 
at least two-thirds with an outsider for 
balance.”— A. F. Sams, Jr., Statesville, 
North Carolina. 


“This is a ‘must’ for our industry.”— 
Mitchell Wolfson—Wometco Theatres, 
Miami, Fla. 


“Should be on regional and not na- 
tional basis."—J. R. Waters, Waters 
Theatre Co.—Birmingham, Alabama. 


“The sooner the better.” —/ndianapo 
lis, Indiana exhibitor. 


“Let the little fellow have his part 
and responsibility in this thing; there 
are so many of us and we are still oper- 
ating in a democratic country.”—G/en 
D. Thompson, Thompson Theatres, Okla 
homa City, Oklahoma. 


“Local arbitration is the only fair 
way there is to handle local misunder- 
standing. After all the big troubles 
start from local misunderstandings, As 
to cost, there should be no cost. Arbi- 
trators should serve at their own ex- 
pense. The exchange managers are on 
the film company payroll. As to space 
to hold meetings, it could be donated 
in some exchange or local theatre 
office. (Recommends board consist of 
local exchange managers and theatre 
owners; three of each.)"—Augie C 
Rerkholtz, West Bend, Wisconsin 

“At present does not affect me di 
rectly—but am interested in fellow 


showmen,”—James B. Cagle, Higgs The 
atres, Pell City, Alabama. 


“We think we know conditions bet- 
ter than outsiders.’— MVM. M. Karrh 
Dixie Amusement Co., Swainsboro, Ga. 


“They should know more about the 
conditions and business.”—T7roy Can 
ady, Dixie Amusement, Swainsboro, Ga 


“We have yet to require the services 
of an arbitrator. Feel we would be in- 
viting trouble to start one on our level.” 

—Jack Matlack, J. J. Parker Theatres 
Portland, Oregon 


Film to Aid 
U.8. Stage 


\ $1,000,000 picture, 40 per cent of th« 
earnings of which will be distributed by thc 
Council of the Living Theatre to worthy 
branches of the legitimate theatre, wiil bx 
made by Cinema Productions this summer in 
New York. 

Cinema Productions comprises such prom 
inent exhibitors as M. A. Lightman, Mem 
phis, its president; Samuel Pinanski 
Harold 3oston; Fred Schwartz 
RN : 3 Skouras, 
Rinzler and Robert Dowling, New 
Kermit Stengel, Nashville, and 
Walker, Pennsylvania 


have 


an 
Stoneman, 
Samucl 
York 
Frank 
Some of these men 
the National Fx 
hibitors Film Finance Company, which was 
to help produce films with the exhibitors’ 
“angle”; and in third-dimension. 

Cowan is producer, with Robert 
Sherwood, council 


Fabian, George 


been interested in 


Lester 
chairman, writing the 
script. Legitimate players and_ technicians 
will be used. Tenatively titled “Main Street 
to Broadway,” it is hoped it will be ready by 
November for National Theatre Week. M1 
Sherwood’s fee will go to the council for the 
work of theatre groups 





JOHNSTON NOW 
ESA DIRECTOR 


Senate Confirms Position 
as Top Aide to Wilson; 
O’Hara May Take Over 


VASHINGTON 
f the Motion Picture 


Eric Johnston, president 
Association of Ameri 
iow « absence 
last week was of the 
Economic Stabilization Agency under Charles 
E. Wilson Defense Mol 


ca m an extended leave of 


named administrator 


director of liza 


\iter 


Vinsor 


being sworn in by Chief Justice 
Wednesday, Mr. Johnston made a 
before the 
ras, pleading for public support in the con 
trol effort 

In his new job, Mr. Johnston has general 


brief appearance newsreel cam- 


country's wage and 
, 


supervision over the 
price control 


nolic 
policy 


MPAA Officials Meet 


It was understood in Washington that 
Joyce O'Hara, Mr. Johnston’s executive as 
nt at the MPAA, may take over ten 

at the Association for the 

loan-out” 

the MPAA met in the 

liscuss procedures foi 

Associ 

that the 
staff meet 
trequent meet 

MPAA immediate 
Mr. O'Hara’s title is planned. 

rnment job, Mr Johnston 

post formerly held by Alan 


t 
been to 


dura 


period 


f the ition 
situation 

re trequent 
also more 


ssibly 


board no 


Gove 

The 
MPAA head 
adviser to Mr. Wilson, with author 
e Econ Stabilization Agency 
ine. When this 


attention, he 


original plan had 


named special eco 


was 
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ead of the Economik 
but with vastly broad 
stressed 


be right 


nd authority It 


office 


Was 
Johnston’ would 


o Mr. Wils 
obilization Dir 


direct access to 


ector who was presi 


{ the General Electric Con pany before 


duties with the Government 


Nine-Month Leave 


Ml 


Mir. Johnston, who obtained nun 
the MPAA last 
vith suc] MPAA 


1 Chevfitz, Joh: 


ntl 


Sidney Schreibe 
he Tore 


1 


accepting the 
relieved that these mer 


littl — 
iit cab 


he MPAA hea 
S. Chamber of 


de approval or 





EXECUTIVE MEETING 
OFF INDEFINITELY 


WASHINGTON: The long- 
planned meeting of film executives 
from the east and west coasts has 
been postponed indefinitely, but it 
is still hoped that it may be held in 
the spring, officials of the Motion 
Picture Association of America said 
this week. They explained that the 
delay had been necessitated partly 
by the departure of Eric Johnston for 
government service, and partly by 
the combined fact that the hotel in 
Phoenix—the original meeting place 
—was booked for all of February and 
that Spyros Skouras would be out of 
the country. MPAA — said 
the meeting might still take place in 
the spring. 





Hill 


acting 


Capitol Senator Sparkman of Ala 


chairman of the committee 


bama, 
which confirmed Mr. Johnston, said the lat 
Il 


ter had shown himself “most skillful ir 
handling difficult problems 7 
Kenneth Clark, MPAA information direc 
tor, temporarily will go with Mr. Johnston 
to handle press queries on the new assigt 
ent Mr takes } 


personal Merrie 
Mary Danser 
It is believed that Mr 


over in the new post means that there will 


1 


Johnston also along his 


secretaries Smith and 


Johnston’s taking 


be an early announcement of a general 


price freeze He is known to favoi 
measures that will check the rapidly rising 


wage 


cost-of-living now rather than in the distant 
future 

It is assumed that with his headquarters 
Washington, Mr. Johnston 
consultation 
should the 


ontinuing im 
will be 
MPAA 
onversations arise 

Mr. Johnston’s MPAA contract only re 
was extended for five years despite 
that at that time it still had two 


available for with 


officials need for such 


cently 
the fact 
years to run 


Yates pmserded bMedel, 
Certificate by VFW 


Awarding of the Gold Citizens! Meda 
ind Certificate of Merit by the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States, t 
Herbert J. Yates, president of Republic Pic 
this week by Donald 
California 


tures, was announced 


L.. Warner, 


lepartment of the 


commander of the 
VFW 

The medal was warded n sincere 
raise of his inspiring vision, initiative and 
rendered for the 
Americat 


ideals,” according to the certificate of merit 


the many services he has 


preservation and advancement of 


Golden Sees 
Further Cuts 
In Material 


Che motion picture industry, already hit 
by theatre construction controls, may be fur 
ther affected in the months to come as the 
lefense needs for raw material continue to 
ncrease¢ 

That was the gist of a broad hint voiced 
last week by Nathan D. Golden, director of 
the Film Division of the National Produc 
tion Authority. Mr. Golden, who made the 
reference to possible additional controls at 
a meeting of the National Audio-Visual 
Association that “as of this moment 
no regulations issued affecting 
material cutbacks in production.” But he 
idded that “after March 1, we may find that 
restrictions in civilian use of aluminum and 
will effect upon our pro 
Whether an increase in production 
ind productivity in the fields of aluminum 
steel and the like will ultimately compensate 


said 


have been 


steel have 


lucers 


some 


the initial impact, remains to be seen.” 

According to Mr 
which he assured the Audio-Visual Associa 
tion that the Government was cognizant of 
the importance ot their work, it was indi 
cated that the new shortages would hit the 
itre equipment. He that 


“comparatively will be 


Golden’s address, in 


however, 
items 
prohibited from manufacture” before audio 


said, 
unnecessary 


visual products. 
Mr. Golden also dealt with the raw stock 
Situation, emphasizing again that panic pur 


chasing was unnecessary 


DiSalle Thinks Industry 
Waaes Should Be Exempt 


Michael DiSalle, Price Control head 
Wednesday in Washington said he thought 
should not be controlled in the film 
industry and other industries whose prices 
The 


made by 


wages 


are exempt from Government controls 


final decision, of course, will be 
Cyrus Ching, Wage Stabilizer, and his nine 
stabilization board. Mr. DiSalle 
made his remarks as there was increasing 
talk of a general price freeze within the 
48 hours, to be followed shortly by a 
general Most administration 
film industry wages are 
control, but might better 
matter of policy 


man wage 


next 
wage tfreez¢ 
fficials feel that 
legally subject to 
be exempted as 


Proposed Cuts Studied 
For "Oliver Twist" 


Deletions in the 
l'wist,” proposed by Joseph | 
tor, 


Olive 


Pro 


controversial! film 

Breen 
luction Code administ1 were this weel 
Eagle 


tributors of the picture 


being studied by Lion Classics, dis 
\ company executive 
said after seeing the film with the deletions 
that the cuts did not appear to be too serious 
He added, however, that he was not sure if 
the suggested revisions were all that would 
he required to meet Code standards 
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Sa , 


IT TAKES ONLY 22 MUSCLES 


and M-G-M Puxtures 
TO SMILE! 


HOW TO HAVE FUN IN FIFTY-ONE! Turn the page! 





THE SMILING 

LION COULD REST 
ON HIS LAURELS 
BUT THERE’S WORK 


(with a smile!) 





“That's good 
Horse Sense 
from publisher 
Ben Shlyen.” 


GOOD CHEER ON THE SCREEN! TURN HERE! 








M-G-M Presents M-G-M Presents 


| “PAGAN LOVE | RED SKELTON 

| SONG" h Ye ARLENE ANN 

| ESTHER HOWARD AS en eer 

| WILLIAMS” KEEL j | “WATCH THE 

TECHNICOLOR j BIRDIE” 

e Ploy by f, ; rp LEON AMES . PAM BRITTON | 
RICHARD ROBER 


Ivon Tors, Devery 
: Based on o Story by Marsho eilon, Jr 
Directed by ROBERT ALTON ff Directed by JACK DONOHUE 

Produced by ARTHUR FREED ; | Produced by HARRY RUSKIN 


y Stone 
sic by HARRY WARREN 
cs by ARTHUR FREED 





M-G-M Presents 


M-G-M Presents 
RUDYARD KIPLING'S 


VAN) | KATHRYN | uyaRo ri 
| JOHNSON ° GRAYSON | pay 


| "GROUNDS FOR z, OR | ERROL FLYNN 
| | DEAN STOCKWELL 


MARRIAGE” 
{PAULA BARRY < Y Vice 
|RAYMOND SULLIVAN "eee, |. A) THOMAS GOMEZ. CECIL KELLAWAY 
| Lewis STONE- Reginald OWEN = Te ye ARNOLD wor — LUEZ 
A ROBERT Z. LEONARD Production 5 : TECHNICOLOR 
Screen Ploy by Allen Rivkin and Loura Kerr Pf - ; 2 vic abd 

: * 2 : 4) Leon Gordon, Helen setters ond Richard Schayer 
Directed by VICTOR SAVILLE 
Produced by LEON GORDON 


Story by Somvel Mor 
Directed by ROBERT Z. LEONARD 
Produced by SAMUEL MARX 





M-G-M Presents 


“THE <>. | BURT LANCASTER | 


“THE | | 
MAGNIFICENT seal VENGEANCE VALLEY” | 
+ CO-STARRING } 


YANKEE Pees) Ae =EROBERT WALKER 
nici anni a JOANNE DRU 
Peter fan “Wee = SALLY FORREST 
’ J S with JOHN IRELAND 
nat . e RAY COLLINS 
co.or sy TECHNICOLOR 


Play produced by 

Directed by JOHN STURGES vm 
Produced by ARMAND DEUTSCH Directed by RICHARD THORPE 
" : i Produced by NICHOLAS NAYFACK | 








February 








M-G-M Presents 


| 
|LORETTA YOUNG 


| FOR ALARM!” 
| BARRY . BRUCE 
/SULLIVAN COWLING 
| MARGALO GILLMORE 


Screen Play by 
Mel Dinelli and Tom Lewis 
Story by Larry Marcus 
Directed by TAY GARNETT 
Produced by TOM LEWIS 


M-G-M Presents 


JANE VAN 
WYMAN " JOHNSON 
HOWARD BARRY 
KEEL " SULLIVAN 


“THREE GUYS 
NAMED MIKE” 


Screen Play 
' 


From Suggestions Mode by Ethel “Pug” Wells 
Directed by CHARLES WALTERS 
Produced by ARMAND DEUTSCH 








M-G-M Presents 


STEPHEN CRANE'S GREAT AMERICAN STORY | 


OF THE CIVIL WAR 


“THE RED BADGE 
OF COURAGE” 


STARRING 
AUDIE MURPHY 
BILL MAULDIN 
A JOHN HUSTON PRODUCTION 


Screen Play by John Huston 
Adaptotion by Albert Band 


Directed by JOHN HUSTON 


Produced by 
GOTTFRIED REINHARDT 


M-G-M Presents 


| | | FRED JANE 
| a: | ASTAIRE POWELL 
or Mh "ROYAL WEDDING” 


CO-STARRING 


PETER LAWFORD 
x | SARAH | KEENAN | 
e\ | CHURCHILL WYNN 
* 


} 
with ALBERT SHARPE | 
COLOR BY 
TECHNICOLOR | 

P Story and Screen Ploy by Alon Joy Lerner 
Bai Music by BURTON LANE « Lyrics by ALAN JAY LERNER | 
Directed by STANLEY DONEN | 

Produced by ARTHUR FREED 








M-G-M Presents 


CLARK GABLE . 
| “ACROSS THE 
| WIDE MISSOURI” 


\) RICARDO MONTALBAN 


JOHN HODIAK 
JAMES WHITMORE.» 


Adolphe , J.Carrol , Jack 
 MENJOU “ NAISH ~ HOLT 


wnvedcing MARIA ELENA MARQUES 
coior sy TECHNICOLOR 


Screen Play by Talbot Jennings 
Story by Talbot Jennings and Frank Covett 


Directed by WILLIAM A. WELLMAN 
Produced by ROBERT SISK 





M-G-M Presents 
SPENCER TRACY 
JOAN BENNETT 

ELIZABETH TAYLOR 


| “FATHER’S LITTLE 


DIVIDEND” 


DON TAYLOR - BILLIE BURKE | 


Based on Characters Created by Edward Streeter 
Directed by VINCENTE MINNELLI 
Produced by PANDRO S. BERMAN 


M-G-M Presents 


“INSIDE 
STRAIGHT” 


STARRING 


DAVID _ ARLENE 

BRIAN DAHL 
BARRY MERCEDES | 
SULLIVAN McCAMBRIDGE 
PAULA RAYMOND 
CLAUDE JARMAN, Jr. + LON CHANEY | 


Written by Guy Trosper 
Directed by GERALD MAYER 
Produced by RICHARD GOLDSTONE 





} M-G-M Presevts 


| | LASSIE 


“THE PAINTED | 
HILLS” 


COLOR BY 


TECHNICOLOR 


4 ‘ PAUL KELLY - BRUCE COWLING 
| oy GARY GRAY 
Screen Play by True Boardman 


Bosed on the Novel “Shep of the Pointed Hills” | 
by Alexonder Hull 


Directed by HAROLD F. KRESS 
Produced by CHESTER M. FRANKLIN 
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The Talk of the Industry! 





SAYS DAILY 
VARIETY: 


@@There’s heartening stimula- 





tion and impact to the entire 
industry in M-G-M’s trailer 
of its forthcoming product 
‘THE M-G-M STORY’, 
Shown at TOA Convention 
in Houston it changed men 
who had been most pessi- 
mistic into bouncing opti- 
mists by the end of the 60 
minute film. It sells very 
strongly the message that 
the picture industry with 
product has the means to 


successfully hold its own in 


any market. 99 


ASK YOUR M-G-M BRANCH! 


M-G-M will shortly deliver to theatres with- 
out charge its celebrated film “THE M-G-M 
STORY.” It has been hailed by the entire 


trade press as the most constructive step 





of the year in stimulating public interest. 
M-G-M makes this large investment (not 
matched by any other company) as concrete 
evidence of The Friendly Company's de- 
termination to back its great product with 


hard-hitting showmanship. 








To quote Daily Variety: 


“PESSIMISTS BECAME OPTIMISTS!” 


pot Bt 


4 Ph oO) 


WHEN THEY SAW ‘THE M-G-M STORY”! 


, 
«ig oe 


pot it 


Ligt® 
” 


In this 60 minute subject, your patrons will see the marvelous sequel to 
last year’s famed “Some of the Best.” They will see the M-G-M Studios 
and Stars in action with footage from 24 coming pictures, 12 of them 
in Technicolor. Here are the pictures: 


ACROSS THE WIDE MISSOURI (Technicolor) 
Clark Gable, Ricardo Montalban, John Hodiak, 
James Whitmore, Adolphe Menjou, J. Carrol Naish 


+ * * 
ROYAL WEDDING (Technicolor) 
Fred Astaire, Jane Powell, Peter Lawford, 
Sarah Churchill, Keenan Wynn, Albert Sharpe 
* * * 
IT'S A BIG COUNTRY 
All-Star Cast 
a 
MR. IMPERIUM (Technicolor) 


Lana Turner, Ezio Pinza, Marjorie Main, 
Barry Sullivan, Sir Cedric Hardwicke 


* * 7 


THE MAGNIFICENT YANKEE 
Lovis Cathern, Ann Harding 


* * * 
PEOPLE IN LOVE 
Ray Milland, Nancy Davis, John Hodiak, 
Jean Hagen, Lewis Stone 

* ¥ 

KIND LADY 
Ethel Barrymore, Maurice Evans, 
Angela Lansbury, Keenan Wynn 


* * * 


CALLING BULLDOG DRUMMOND 
Walter Pidgeon, Margaret Leighton, Robert Beatty 


* * * 


INSIDE STRAIGHT 

David Brian, Arlene Dahl, Barry Sullivan, 
Mercedes McCambridge, Paula Raymond, 
Claude Jarman, Jr., Lon Chaney 


FATHER'S LITTLE DIVIDEND 
Spencer Tracy, Joan Bennett, Elizabeth Taylor 


* * * 
GO FOR BROKE! 
Van Johnson and All-Star Cast 


a 
SOLDIERS THREE 


Stewart Granger, Walter Pidgeon, David Niven, 


Robert Newton, Cyril Cusack, Greta Gynt, 
Frank Allenby 
x * & 


THE RED BADGE OF COURAGE 
Cast of Thousands incl 
Audie Murphy, Bill Mavidin 


* * * 


THE PAINTED HILLS (Technicolor) 
Lassie, Paul Kelly, Bruce Cowling, Gary Gray 


* * * 


VENGEANCE VALLEY (Technicolor) 
Burt Lancaster, Robert Walker, Joanne Dru, 
Sally Forrest, John Ireland, Ray Collins 


* * * 


THREE GUYS NAMED MIKE 
Jane Wyman, Van Johnson, Howard Keel, 
Barry Sullivan 


* * * 


PANDORA AND THE FLYING DUTCHMAN 
(Technicolor) 

James Mason, Ava Gardner, Nigel Patrick, 
Sheila Sim, Harold Warrender, Mario Cabre 


PLUS AN 


EXCUSE MY DUST (Technicolor) 
Red Skelton, Sally Forrest, Macdonald Carey, 
William Demarest, Monica Lewis, Raymond Walburn 


+ a 
TERESA 
Pier Angeli, John Ericson 


* * * 


AN AMERICAN IN PARIS (Technicolor) 
Gene Kelly, Leslie Caron, Oscar Levant, 
Georges Guetary 


* *® * 


RICH, YOUNG AND PRETTY (Technicolor) 

Jane Powell, Danielle Darrieux, Wendell Corey, 
Fernando Lamas, Marcel Dalio, Jean Murat, 
and i ducing Vic D 





* * * 


SHOW BOAT (Technicolor) 

Kathryn Grayson, Ava Gardner, Howard Keel, 
Joe E. Brown, Marge & Gower Champion, 
Agnes Moorehead 


* *® * 


THE GREAT CARUSO (Technicolor) 

Mario Lanza, Ann Blyth, Dorothy Kirsten, 
Jarmila Novotna, Blanche Thebom, Teresa Celli, 
Richard Hageman, Carl Benton Reid 


* * - 


(Because “KING SOLOMON’S MINES” is so suc- 
cessful and although it's currently in release we 
couldn't resist showing scenes from it again in 
“The M-G-M Story."’) 


SURPRISE! 


First Scenes in Technicolor of “QUO VADIS” 


(Your public wants you, on the next page) 





a> THE FOLKS ARE SAYING: 
sy"BE HAPPY! GO LEO!” 


LISTEN! 


‘Hello Leo, dont let anybody kid you that 
there’s any form of entertainment to equal ) 
the stars, the glamor, the fun, the spectacle : 

‘of the big motion picture theatre screen | ) 
We've seen the swell coming M-G-M shows 
in THE MG-M STORY ‘and welll watch 
\ for them. As usual we're all saying 


‘BE HAPPY! GO LEO!” 
ss aaah tr. 








Allied’s Bid 
Plan Studied 
By Majors 


Allied States Association’s proposals to 
curb the amount of bidding are under study 
by the heads of the major distributing com- 
panies in New York, it was learned this 
week. 

The distribution executives are consider- 
ing the suggestions outlined in a letter sent 
by Abram F. Myers, general counsel, in the 
light of provisions set down in the various 
court decrees on the Paramount, et al, anti- 
trust suit. It is understood that a copy of 
Mr. Myers’ letter also has been sent to the 
Department of Justice. 

The final plan on cutting down bidding 
was evolved by a special Allied committee 
set up at the organization’s last convention. 
It could not be learned what the specific 
details of the proposals were. However, it 
is known that Allied believes bidding be- 
tween independent exhibitors and non-af- 
filiated circuits to be unnecessary under the 
court orders, and that distributors are merely 
applying what they claim to be the letter of 
the law in an attempt to increase rentals of 
feature films. 

Allied is trying to get the distributors in- 
volved in the anti-trust case to prevail upon 
the court to change the phrasing of the de- 
cree which covers competitive bidding. This, 
Allied believes, would relieve the independ- 
ent exhibitors from bidding against each 
other. Since Allied is not a party to the 
original trust suit, it cannot bring its pro- 
posal before the court. 


Options on 250,000 Shares 
Voted Six Loew's Officers 


Loew’s board of directors this week voted 
stock options on 250,000 shares to six key 
officers, according to an announcement by 
Nicholas M. Schenck, board chairman. The 
action will come before the March stock- 
holders’ meeting for approval. 

Dore Schary, MGM production vice-presi- 
dent, was voted an option of 100,000 shares 
of common stock and Arthur M. Loew, 
head of foreign distribution, was voted an 
option on 40,000 shares. 

Charles C. Moskowitz, Benjamin Thau, 
Joseph R. Vogel and Louis K. Sidney, vice- 
presidents, each was voted an option on 27,- 
500 shares. The options carry the right to 
purchase the common stock at a price no 
lower than the stock market quotation of 
January 17, which was $16.50 at that day’s 
closing. 


20th-Fox Changes Release 

The release dates of “The 13th Letter” 
and “Sword of Monte Cristo” have been in- 
terchanged, it was announced this week by 
A. W. Smith, Jr., vice-president and general 
sales manager for 20th Century-Fox. “Let- 
ter” will now be released in February with 
“Monte Cristo” moved to March. 
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2,200 AT INDUSTRY'S FIRST 
COMMUNION 


+5 


BREAKFAST 


Guests at the industry's first communion breakfast, Sunday, in the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 


New York. 


In order are Jack Haley, comedian; Ruth Hussey, screen star; the Most Rever- 


end William A. Scully, coadjutor Bishop of Albany, and principal speaker; Martin Quigley, 





P , and to + Don 
Crain, actress, and Perry Como, singer. 


Twenty-two hundred motion picture 
people from the New York area attended a 
Pontifical Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
and a Communion breakfast in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel last 
Sunday. The guests heard the Most Rever- 
end William A. Scully, coadjutor Bishop of 
Albany, outline the role of the Catholic 
Church in advancing the screen as enter- 
tainment. 

Don Ameche was the second speaker on 
the program and musical numbers were ren- 
dered by Nan Merriman and Anna Marie 
Alberghetti. Martin Quigley was toastmaster 
at the breakfast and other guests on the dais 
included Pat O’Brien, Ruth Hussey, Jack 
Haley, Perry Como, William Gargan, Gene 
Lockhart, Jeanne Crain, the Very Reverend 
John J. McClafferty and the Reverend Pat- 
rick J. Masterson and the Rev. Thomas F. 
Little of the Legion of Decency. 

The success of the affair prompted the 
sponsoring committee, composed of repre- 
sentatives of each company, to vote to con- 
duct it annually. 

Members of the committee are: 


Frank Alvord, Martin Bennett, Miss Marguerite 
Bourdette, Frank Bryan, Frank E. Cahill, Jr., Francis 
X. Carroll, Pat Casey, John Confort, Tom Crehan, 
William Cronin, Jack Dailey, Edward C. Dowden, Jo- 
seph Egan, James Franey. 

Joseph Geoghan, Edmund C. 
Grainger, William J. Heineman, Walter Higgins, 
James D. Ivers, Austin C. Keough, Mrs. James 
Looram, Thomas J. Martin, Peter Mooney, Paul C. 
Mooney, Sr., James A. Mulvey. 

John F. Murphy, Thomas Murtha, Joseph A. Mc- 
Conville, Joseph McMahon, William J. McShea, L. 
Douglas Netter, John J. O'Connor, Thomas F. O’Con- 
nor, Paul . O’Brien, Robert H. O’Brien, Joyce 
O’Hara, Edward K. O’Shea, Daniel Ponticelli 

Martin Quigley, Charles M. Reagan, C. J. Scollard, 
George J. Schaefer, Edwin J. Smith, Jr., Bert San 
ford, Gael Sullivan, Nick Tronolone, Frank C. Walk 
er, Richard F. Walsh, William A. White, Reverend 
Patrick J. Masterson, Spiritual Director. 


“The motion picture industry from its in- 
fancy has found a staunch supporter in the 
Catholic Church,” Bishop Scully said, after 


Grainger, James R 





he, actor, and principal speaker from the laity; Jeanne 


outlining the Church’s intense interest in 
every phase of human activity. “Aware of 
the peculiar power of the cinema over the 
great mass of the people, the Church has en- 
couraged the development of the film, so 
that it shall be directed ‘toward the noble 
end of promoting the highest ideals of life.’” 

Pointing out that most of the critics of the 
Legion of Decency consider its sole func- 
tion to be condemnatory, he said, “The 
major effort of the Legion throughout the 
years has been directed, as stated by Pope 
Pius XI ‘to advance the cinema on the road 
to noble aesthetic significance, by directing 
it toward the production of classic master- 
pieces as well as of original creations.’ 

“Nor has the Church been unmindful of 
the financial investments involved in the 
industry,” he continued. “By encouraging 
her members to enjoy the cinema as whole- 
some recreation, she stimulates interest in 
the film . . . and enables the producers to 
reap a legitimate reward.” 

Quoting from a brochure published by Mr. 
Quigley 14 years ago entitled “Decency ia 
Motion Pictures,” the Bishop stressed the 
service the screen can perform for human- 
ity by accepting its moral responsibilities and 
discharging them with intelligence. 

He pointed out the distinction between 
freedom and license, attacking those who 
would advocate “freedom” for the stage and 
screen without accepting the responsibilities 
that freedom implies nor the circumscrip- 
tions that the laws of nature place on man. 
In this connection, however, he stressed that 
by law he by no means was proposing or 
supporting political censorship with all its 
dangers, and he pointed out that the Legion 
of Decency has always supported to the full- 
est the industry’s system of voluntary con- 
trol, the Production Code. 

















She snares the man her best friend loves 
...with kiss...with cunning...with claw! 





> a tidal wave! 


LIZABETH SCOTT 
JANE GREER - DENNIS O'KEEFE 


Produced by JOHN HOUSEMAN 
Directed by JOHN CROMWELL 


Story and Screenplay by KETT! FRINGS 


RKO 


NATIONALLY ADVERTISED 
with full page ads to the multi- 
million readers of the four big 
weeklies... LIFE, LOOK, 
SATURDAY EVENING POST 
and COLLIER’S. 











Terry Ramsaye Says 








advertising pages of the metro- 

politan press finds a vast and expen- 
sive area of drab monotony, with all of its 
occasional bright lines dulled under a film 
of typographical incompetence. Apparent- 
ly the only commonly known method of 
challenging attention is to take the biggest 
space—which has commonly only a minor 
effectiveness. 

The advertiser, whether he sells soap, 
gasoline or movies, is seeking attention. 
Attention is had by contrast. Contrast, by 
the dumb practises of the day, is impos- 
sible. White space can do it. A clean-cut 
clear white margin six picas wide around 
an advertisement could now steal the 
amusement page of any New York Sunday 
paper. 

Copywriters and layout men seem to be 
fighting to see how much they can scream 
n tightly packed, black copy crowded to 
the limit of their space. The result is to 
reduce everything to a hoarse whisper. 

A faulty detail of the operation is that 
the ads come up for OK on shiny proof 
paper in splendid isolation, but they do not 
ook the same when they get into the 
-rowded ill-mannered copy company in the 
rude newsprirt of the daily paper. 

A handful of competent words, printed 
o they cannot be missed, can set the 
customers talking—at least 
look. 


These observation: 


A N EXAMINATION of the amusement 


show 
world and its 
make them 
are not made by a 


rw oy me 


WHEN "THEY," meaning most anybody 
gets to talking about television, common 
ense tends to depart. The American 
r ociation reports that the ‘effect, 
ion is having on the book 
buying public has been 
hen came the figures: in 
for October, 1950, 

ver last year, while 

; were up 4.4 per cent. 


OOK- 


mo we 


THE DEMISE of Sinclair Lewis has brought 
na flood of critical attention more sharply 
come to Shaw. A few 

bolder commentators have come at last to 

Lewis was an amazing 

in truth far from a good 

writer. That has been known by some ever 
since he began Yet a time is 
being had to reconcile this fact to the 

Nobel prize in literature and wide literary 
cclaim abroad. The answer is almost too 

simple for our critics. The fact was that 


analytical than has 


aying that while Mr. 


reporter he wa 


to write. 


Red Lewis in his painful dissection of the 
common man and his illumination of Amer- 
ican babbitry found high approval in 
jealous quarters of the literary world over- 
seas, bitter about America, American 
luxury, success and the comforts thereof. 
This brought reward to the first American 
to tell-off the Babbits and say what our 
literary friends overseas too would like to 
have said—would have said had they 
known how. That's one way to get a medal. 


rw oy me 
A STATISTIC is a menacing thing. One 


must view with inevitable alarm some 
figures about Phonevision in Chicago. We 
are informed that the average "family 
circle'’ viewing a showing is, they say, 
about 6.2 persons, of which 2.8 are 
guests." That fractioning of the par- 
ticipants is only to be paralleled by what 
the ambulance picks up after an auto- 
mobile accident. This recalls our depression 
long ago at a report indicating that college 
graduate co-eds had 2.3 children each, and 
the subsequent observation that they kept 
on getting married anyway. 

Just incidentally, while the movies seem 
till to be having a time about public rela- 
tions, etc., that Phonevision project in Chi 
cago, emanating from Zenith's dynamic 
Commander Eugene McDonald, is putting 
on a demonstration of how to do it. Phone- 
vision has been getting a handsome, en- 
couraging press attention, apparently most 
y by the simple device of seeing to it 
that the people who write for the papers 
cet something to write about. ae 

That is a magic method known to only 
a few publicity men, in some arts. 


rw sy me 


DISCUSSING a review of Gilbert Seldes: 

The Great Audience,’ Dave Epstein re- 
lays the comment of a client, Virigia Van 
Upp, producer-writer, whose ire is up by 
this new charge that the movies are only 
for the young. 

Mr. Seldes, you'll remember, contended 
that salvation oe the art was to be found 
in making pictures for “mature men and 
women.'' Of course he doesn't know how 
scarce they are, anyway. 

But, says Miss Van Upp: "People over 
thirty don't attend movies as much as 
those under thirty, because over-30 people 
don't do anything as much as under-30. ... 
Besides, what's wrong with satisfying the 
entertainment demands of an 18-year-old? 
Most kids of that age are smarter than 
their elders, and more critical of medi- 
ocrity. They do like the best pictures.” 








Paramount 


To Make 16 
In 6 Months 


Paramount Pictures will produce 18 new 
films, five of them in Technicolor, during the 
next six months, according to Y. Frank 
Freeman, vice-president in charge of studio 
operations. Mr. Freeman pointed eut that 
the company production schedule was geared 
to the recently announced policy of increas- 
ing output by 50 per cent. 

Productions scheduled for January are a 
30b Hope-Hedy Lamarr comedy and “The 
Greatest Show on Earth,” the latter in Tech- 
nicolor. 

The five pictures planned for February 
are: “Detective Story,” “The Stooge,” 
“Rhubarb,” “Peking Express” and “The 
Rage of the Vulture.” 

March will see the Pearlberg-Seaton mu- 
sical “Aaron Slick from Punkin Crick” go 
before the cameras. “My Son, John” will 
follow it. “Shane,” a Technicolor produc- 
tion will launch the April schedule. 

Other pictures slated for early production 
are: “Antyhing Can Happen,” “Pardners,” 
an untitled Western starring Bob Hope and 
Roy Rogers, “Somebody Loves Me” and 
“Casey Jones,” the latter two in Technicolor ; 
“This Is Dynamite,” “Road to Hollywood,” 
starring Bob Hope and Bing Crosby, and 
finally “Pride of the Fleet.” 


B & K to Use "Magnascreen” 
At "Tomahawk" Premiere 


Balaban and Katz will unveil a device 
known as “Magnascreen” at Universal In- 
ternational’s “Tomahawk” world premiere in 
Chicago. 

“Magnascreen” enlarges the normal screen 
of 475 square feet to 820 square feet without 
any interruption during the transition. This 
is accomplished by switching from a regu- 
lar projector to one which enlarges the film. 
The result is that the audience has the illu- 
sion that the screen is right in their laps. 
It will only be used in the big battle scenes. 

Credit for devising the device is attributed 
to Ray Thompson, Chicago theatre mana- 
ger, and I. F. Jacobsen, projection super- 
visor, who said the idea was not new but 
hadn’t been used for 10 years. 


Colosseum Urges Wage 
Freeze Exclude Salesmen 


David Beznor, general counsel of the 
Colosseum of Motion Picture Salesmen of 
America, has appealed for exemption of film 
salesmen from a wage freeze order issued 
by the Office of Economic Stabilization in 
Washington, now headed by Eric Johnston. 

Mr. Beznor asserted in a letter that “any 
reasonable construction of the act would re- 
quire the conclusion that Congress meant 
to exclude the control of wages in any indus- 
try from price control.” He pointed out that 
the act “specifically exempts prices on ren- 
tals for motion pictures.” 
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BENNY RIDES AGAIN TO 
CAPTURE RADIO HONORS 


Marx Is Second in Annual 
Newspaper Critics’ Poll 
“Fame” 


Conducted for 


Jack Benny for the third consecutive time 
is acclaimed radio’s Champion of Champions 
by the American newspaper, radio and mag- 
azine critics voting in Motion Picture 
Daily's 15th annual radio poll for Fame. 

The critics, in according top honors to the 
comedian’s ever-fresh humor and style, also 
voted Benny the Best Comedian on the air— 
a compliment indeed in these days when 
every funny-man seems to have moved to 
talent-hungry television. 


Marx Quiz Show and NBC’s 
“The Big Show” Follow 


Following Benny in the Champion of 
Champions classification are the “You Bet 
Your Life” show, starring Groucho Marx, 
and the always-popular Bing Crosby, who 
ties with NBC’s “The Big Show” for third 
place. 

Crosby once again established himself as 
a continuing favorite of the critics in captur- 
ing two first places—Best Master of Cere- 
monies and Best Popular Male Vocalist— 
and a second place in the Film Personality 
Most Effective in Radio classification. 

Ronald Colman this year nosed out Crosby 
in the latter category. Robert Young placed 
third. Bob Hope, a top winner in many an 
earlier poll, managed only a third place in 
the balloting, overshadowed by both Benny 
and Marx in the Best Comedian listing. 

Eve Arden, last year’s top Comedienne, 
repeated her success again in 1950, followed 
closely by Lucille Ball and Tallulah Bank- 
head, both newcomers to the poll. 

Fibber McGee & Molly, who earned top 
rating as the best Comedy Team in 1949, 
made it again this year, followed by Amos ’n 
Andy and Martin & Lewis. 

The critics gave important encouragement 
to Jack Webb of NBC’s Dragnet show as 
the Most Promising Star of Tomorrow. 
Last year’s winner, Gordon MacRae, justi- 
fied the confidence of the radio editors by 
taking a second place behind Crosby in the 
Best Popular Male Vocalist classification, 
nosing out Perry Como, who takes third. 


Mindy Carson Gives Other 
Stars Competition 

Willard Waterman of NBC’s Gildersleeve 
program and Mindy Carson, young vocalist, 
placed second and third in the Most Promis- 
ing Star category, giving NBC a clean 
sweep. Miss Carson also took in third place 
in the Best Female Vocalist class, giving 
such established stars as Dinah Shore and 
Jo Stafford some significant competition. 

In the classical department, Ezio Pinza of 
“South Pacific” fame, captured an easy first 
place as Best Classical Male Vocalist on the 
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strength of guest appearances. Next came 
Jussi Bjoerling and James Melton. With 
the women, Dorothy Kirsten again placed 
first, followed by Marian Anderson and Bidu 
Sayao and Rise Stevens, tied for third. 

Contributing much to the popularity of the 
Benny Show, Don Wilson again was voted 
as the Best Studio Announcer. Two other 
CBS men—Ken Carpenter and Tony Marvin 
—rated second and third. 

Slow-tongued Arthur Godfrey again was 
judged to put on the Best Daytime Program. 
His show rates over NBC’s Welcome Trav 
elers and the Eleanor Roosevelt program. 
Theatre Guild on the Air changed places 
with the Lux Radio Theatre, ending in first 
place this year as the Best Dramatic Pro- 
gram. The NBC Theatre repeated in the 
third spot. 

The lineup of news commentators re- 
mained the same this year as in 1949—Ed- 
ward R. Morrow, CBS’ ace newscaster and 
analyst; Lowell Thomas and Walter Win- 
chell. Bill Stern was the favored sports 
caster over Mel Allen and Red Barber.. 

The critics voted the NBC Symphony 
under Arturo Toscanini, Best Symphonic 
Orchestra, and Ralph Flanagan the best 
dance band, favoring him over Guy Lom- 
bardo and Vaughn Monroe. Dragnet, Sus- 
pense, and The Adventures of Sam Spade 
were considered the best mystery shows. 
The Telephone Hour emerged the top win- 
ner as the Best Musical Show and You Bet 
Your Life led 20 Questions and the Bob 
Hawk Show as the Best Quiz Show. 

Following is the full result of the poll 


CHAMPION OF STAR OF 


CHAMPIONS TOMORROW 

Jack Benny Show +. wre 

You Bet Your Life Jack Webb 

Bing Crosby | Willard Waterman 
Mindy Carson 


Big Show § tie 


BEST COMEDIAN 


Jack Benny 
Groucho Marx 
Bob Hope 


BEST 
COMEDIENNE 
Eve Arden 

Lucille Ball 
Tallulah Bankhead 


COMEDY TEAM 


Fibber McGee & Molly 
Amos ’n Andy 
Martin & Lewis 


MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES 
Bing Crosby 
Arthur Godfrey 
Groucho Marx 


EFFECTIVE FILM 
PERSONALITY 
Ronald Colman 
Bing Crosby 
Robert Young 


MALE VOCALIST 
(Popular) 

sing Crosby 
Gordon Mac Rae 
Perry Como 


FEMALE 
VOCALIST 
(Popular) 
Dinah Shore 


Jo Stafford 
Mindy Carson 


BEST MALE 
VOCALIST 
(Classical) 
Ezio Pinza 
Jussi Bjoerling 
James Melton 


BEST FEMALE 
VOCALIST 

(Classical) 

Dorothy Kirsten 
Marian Anderson 
Bidu Sayao | 
Rise Stevens § 


SPORTSCASTER 
Bill Stern 
Mel Allen 
Red Barber 


STUDIO 
ANNOUNCER 
Don Wilson 
Ken Carpenter 
Tony Marvin 


COMMENTATOR 


Edward R. Murrow 
Lowell Thomas 
Walter Winchell 


tie 


SYMPHONIC 
ORCHESTRA 
NBC Symphony 
N. Y. Philharmonic 
30oston Symphony 


DANCE BAND 
Ralph Flanagan 
Guy Lombardo 

Vaughn Monroe 


DAYTIME 

PROGRAM 

Arthur Godfrey Show 

Welcome Travelers 

Eleanor Roosevelt 
Program 


DRAMATIC 

PROGRAM 

Theatre Guild on the 
Air 

Lux Radio Theatre 

NBC Theatre 


EDUCATIONAL 

PROGRAM 

America’s Town 
Meeting 

Invitation to Learning 

Voices and Events 


MYSTERY SHOW 

Dragnet 

Suspense 

Adventures of Sam 
Spade 


MUSICAL SHOW 
The Telephone Hour 
Railroad Hour 
Voice of Firestone 
QUIZ SHOW 

You Bet Your Life 


20 Questions 
Bob Hawk Show 


AUDIENCE 

PARTICIPATION 

PROGRAM 

You Bet Your Life 

People Are Funny 

Truth and 
Consequences 

PUBLIC SERVICE 

PROGRAM 

America’s Town 
Meeting 

The Quick and the 
Dead 

American Forum 


NETWORK 

PUBLICITY 

CBS 

N B¢ 

ABC 

INDIVIDUAL 

PUBLICITY 

Young & Rubicam 
(Harry Rauch) 

J. Walter Thompson 

3atten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn 
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listening pleasure with | || | available in 

RCA Theatre Sound 


RCA SCREENS 


Capture every glorious 
four grades! ; detail on the film to bring 
~ your patrons greater- 
= eae |___than-ever-enjoyment 
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SHOW OF SHOWS SWEEPS 
TELEVISION EDITOR POLL 


the personable Bob Trout and Stop the 


Takes Six Top Honors in 
Second Annual Ballot; 
Berle Is By-Passed 


NBC-TV’s “Your Show of 
emerged as the Best Network 
Program of 1950 and captured five more 
top honors in the second annual television 
poll conducted by Motion Picture Daily for 
newspaper and 


Shows” 


Television 


Fame American 
magazine television editors and columnists 

[The program’s showing over 
shadowed the success and popularity enjoyed 
by Milton Berle and his Texaco Star Thea- 
tre in the 1949 poll. 


among 


strong 


Also Designated as the 
Best Variety Program 


“Your Show of Shows,” produced by Max 
Liebman, not only ranked as the Best Net 
work Program, but also as the Best Variety 
Program on the air. Its star, Sid Caesar, 
was voted Best Performer of 
1950 and also 


lively 


Television 
yest Comedian, and his co 
rated Best 
Female 


Imogene Coca 

and Most 
Star of the 
The critics, 


star, the 
Comedienne Promising 
Television year. 
who already are complaining 
that television is ignoring its opportunities 
i has fallen into a rut, this year did not 

a single “first” to Mr. Television 

and handsome 
television dial. Star Theatre 
ed second to Sylvester Pat Weaver's 
Hour in the 


division, was third in the Best Variety 


so high, wide 


mce Tose 


Texaco 


» Comedy 3est Comedy 


and Berle tied with Jimmy 


class 
Durante for third place in the voting for 
3est Comedian 
The whol lominated by NB 
TV programs and performers who garnered 
16 first places out of a total of 21 
maining firsts were distributed 
CBS-TV, ABC-TV 
Mont, one Second 


poll was ( 


The re 
as follows: 
and Du 
awards favored 
CBS-TV with seven and NBC-T\V 
ABC-TV, one: and WPIX, one 


“Your Show 


D 


three ? one 
place 


with 


of Shows” as the 
One at 
Martin & Jerry Lewis 


ogram were Studio 


Arthur Godfrey rated 
Best Televisior 


sification 


Jerry Lewis Rated Most 
Promising Male Star 


Important be ise of television’s unernc 
Lewis 


Male Star 


ing quest for 
considered the 
by the critics 
NBC-TV and 


In the feminine grouping, Imogene 


ester Over 


Coca 
2 

led Faye Emerson a nd Dagmar at 
NBC as the Most Promising Female 

on the air. Miss Cor 


Allen of CBS 


Star 
1 was followed by 
Gracie lV and Frances Lang- 


30 


Sid Caesar and Imogene Coca in one of 
their comedy skits on NBC-TV's “Your Show 
of Shows.” 
in the Best Comedienne 
Pheit counterparts are Sid 
Caesar, Alan Young and Jimmy Durante 
and Milton Berle, the latter two tying tor 
third place 

Of special interest in view of the many 
was the 


ford of DuMont 


listing male 


new programs originating on T\ 
critics’ vote in favor of Studio One as Best 
rogram, a presentation widely 
its imagination and the skill of 
its production, for Worthington 
Miner is responsible at CBS. Pulitzer Prize 
Playhouse takes second place and Robert 
Montgomery Presents is third 

In the variety classification, Toast of the 


Dramatic | 
hailed for 
which 


Town was second as the Best Variety Pro- 
gram, and Texaco Star Theatre was third 
Bert Parks, in the Bert Parks 
Show was adjudged the 
Best Dave 


Garroway and Ed 


who stars 
over NBC-TV, 
Master of Ceremonies, 
Sullivan 


leading 
in the critics’ 
lavor 

NBC-TV’'s “The Voice of Firestone” 
rated as the Best Classical Musical Show 
It was followed by Operatic Telecasts overt 
CBS-TYV and Fred Waring, also over CBS. 
On the popular side, the Fred Waring Show 
captured top honors, nosing out the Perry 
Como Show for the lead in the Best Popu 
Show 


Sherman 


lar Music category 

Ranson headed the list of the 
choice for the Best Daytime Pro 
The Gary Moore Show and the Kat 
and third. As 
for the mysteries, Suspense over CBS-T\ 
was voted Best Mystery Show, with Lights 
Out and Martin Kane-Private Eye in the 
second and third slots 

\s for the quiz You Bet Your 
Life established itself as the most popular 
offering on TV, which is swamped with 
Who Said That? with 


critics 
gram. 
Show 


Smith placed second 


shows, 


this type of program 


Music over 


ABC-TV 


in the 


were next, 


second and third spots, respectively. 
The full poll results follow: 


BEST NETWORK 

PROGRAM 

Your Show of Shows 

Studio One 

Dean Martin & Jerry 
Lewis 


BEST PERFORMER 
Sid Caesar 

Jimmy Durante 
Arthur Godfrey 


MOST 
PROMISING 
MALE STAR 
Jerry Lewis 
Jerry Lester 
Jan Murray 


MOST 
PROMISING 
FEMALE STAR 
Imogene Coca 
Faye Emerson 
Dagmar 


BEST DRAMATIC 
PROGRAM 


Studio One 

Pulitzer Prize Play- 
house 

Robert Montgomery 
Presents 


BEST COMEDY 
SHOW 


Colgate Comedy Hour 
Texaco Star Theatre 
Jimmy Durante Show 


BEST COMEDIAN 
Sid Caesar 

Alan Young 
Jimmy Durante | I 
Milton Berle 


1€ 


BEST 
COMEDIENNE 


Imogene Coca 


Gracie Allen 
Frances Langford 
BEST VARIETY 
PROGRAM 
Your Show of Shows 
Toast of the Town 
Texaco Star Theatre 
BEST CLASSICAL 
MUSICAL SHOW 
Voice of Firestone 
Operatic Telecasts 
Fred Waring 
BEST POPULAR 
MUSICAL SHOW 
Fred Waring Show 
Perry Como Show 
Cacalcade of) 
Bands \ 
Wayne King 
Program J 


Tie 


BEST 
EDUCATIONAL 
OR PUBLIC 
SERVICE 
PROGRAM 
Meet the Press 
United Nations 
Sessions 
American Forum of 
the Air 


BEST QUIZ SHOW 
You Bet Your Life 
Who Said That? 
Stop the Music 


BEST CHILDREN'S 
PROGRAM 

Kukla, Fran & Ollie 
Howdy Doody 
Hopalong Cassidy) Ti 
Mr. I-Magination { *** 


BEST MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES 

3ert Parks 

Dave Garroway 

Ed Sullivan 


BEST 
ANNOUNCER 
Bud Collyer 

Bill Goodwin 
Tony Marvin 


BEST NEWS 
COMMENTATOR 
John Cameron 
Swayze 
Douglas Edwards 
‘ed Collins 


BEST 
SPORTSCASTER 
Dennis James 
Jimmy Powers 
sill Stern 


BEST DAYTIME 

PROGRAM 

Ransom Sherman 

Garry Moore Show 

Kate Smith Show 

BEST MYSTERY 

SHOW 

Suspense 

Lights Out 

Martin Kane-Private 
cye 

BEST 

COMMERCIAL 

PRESENTATION 

Lucky Strike (This 
Is Show Business) 

Old Gold (Dennis 
James Program) 

Ford Motors (Kay 
Kyser Show) 
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Issue Stock 
Options for 
United Para. 


Stock options for 131,500 shares of United 
Paramount Theatres common stock have 
been issued in line with the option plan cov- 
ering 250,000 shares which the stockhold- 
ers approved December 15, it was disclosed 
last week. Two new names appearing in 
the list of company officers who will par- 
ticipate in the option plan are Simon B. 
Siegel, comptroller, and James L. Brown, 
assistant treasurer. 

A committee of company directors will 
decide on other key personnel to whom op- 
tions with respect to 118,500 additional 
shares will be allocated. The plan ultimately 
will be shared by a total of 55 officers and 
employees. 

Options already allocated are as follows: 
Leonard H. Goldenson, president, 75,000 
shares; Walter W. Gross, vice-president and 
general counsel; Robert M. Weitman, vice- 
president; Edward L. Hyman, vice-presi- 
dent, and Robert H. O’Brien, secretary- 
treasurer, 12,500 shares each; Mr. Siegel, 
5,000 shares, and Mr. Brown, 1,500 shares. 

The purpose of the issuance of the options 
was to insure the retention of valued em- 
ployees. The options, which will expire seven 
years from the date of issuance, entitle the 
holders to purchase the common shares at 
a price of $16.63 per share. The common 
stock was quoted on the New York Stock 
Exchange on the date of issuance, Decem- 
ber 15, 1950, at approximately $17.50 for 
each share. 


Proposed Censor Unit for 
Massachusetts Opposed 

Senator William J. Keenan, Boston de- 
clared this week before the Massachusetts 
legislative committee on state administra- 
tion, that a six-man board of censors should 
be established to examine all television en- 
tertainment, motion pictures, floor shows, 
radio programs and stage shows. 

Frank Lydon of Allied Theatres of New 
England opposed the Keenan bill, asserting, 
“There is no reason why motion pictures 
should be included in the legislation.” He 
pointed out that no clergymen had appeared 
either for or against the proposal. Mr. 
Lydon contended that there was good police 
protection to guard against immoral motion 
pictures. 

Simon P. Townsend of the Westinghouse 
Radio Corp. also registered opposition to 
the proposal. 


Lippert Buys Exchanges 

Robert L. Lippert has acquired the Chi- 
cago and Indianapolis Screen Guild Pro- 
ductions exchanges from John J. Jones, 
Harry Lorch and Jack Kirsch for an esti- 
mated $25,000. The newly acquired ex- 
changes will be operated as Lippert Pictures 
branches. 
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Prople in “The ews 


CHARLES and Spyros Skouras have been 
named to the combined Council of the 
Greek Orthodox Diocese by the Most 
Reverend Athenagoras, presiding Bishop 
of the Greek Orthodox Church for 11 
Western states. The council consists of 
clergy and laymen selected to assist in the 
administration of temporal church affairs. 

Cot. RicHarp T. McCDoNNELL, former aide 
to Gen. Omar Bradley, has been named 
general manager of the Washington office 
of the Motion Picture Association. He 
will handle personnel and the Washington 
building, and eventually the Academia 
theatre, duties now assigned to Epwarp 
T. CHEYFITz. 

Marjorie Morrow, former eastern talent 
head of Warners and for the past several 
years casting director for CBS, has opened 
her own offices in the Paramount Building, 
New York, to act as casting consultant for 
films, television, radio and the theatre, 
starting out with a casting contract for the 
Somerset Maugham show on CBS-TV. 

Hat Dawson of the Dell Publishing Com 
pany has been elected president of the 
Association of Screen Magazine Publish 
ers for the fourth time. Girrorp PLUME 
of Fawcett Publications was elected vice- 
president and Sip KaAtisu of Hillman 
Periodicals, Inc., secretary-treasurer. New 
directors of the organization are HAroip 
CiarK, advertising director of Dell; J. 
Frep Henry, head of J. Fred Henry Pub- 
lications, and Mr. Plume. 


NaTHAN D, GOLDEN has been appointed di- 
rector of the National Production Author- 
ity’s Motion Picture and Photographic 
Products Division. He had been acting 
director. 


CoLoneL JosepH F. Goetz, manager of the 
Capitol and Shubert theatres in St. Louis, 
has been recalled to active military ser- 
vice, and will report to the Air Force in 
Washington, February 8, as chief of the 
Motion Picture and Entertainment Divi- 
sion, a post he held for the two years prior 
to returning to inactive status last March. 
He will supervise operation of Air Force 
base theatres and procure and organize 
talent for overseas. Col. Goetz was assis- 
tant RKO divisional manager in St. Louis, 
and later assistant of the RKO division 
in Chicago, prior to his original enlist- 
ment. 


Max TuHorpe, Columbia Pictures managing 
director in London, has been summoned 
to New York conferences with home of- 
fice executives. He will fly to the United 
States January 28. 

Pat bE Cricco, vice-president of the United 
Artists Theatre Circuit, has been granted 
an indefinite leave of absence to devote 
time to his recently organized Bonbon 
Corporation, supplying chocolate-covered 
ice cream for theatre sale. ARNOLD 
CHILDHOUSE will take over Mr. de Cicco’s 
circuit duties, with the latter available for 
consultation. 





Approve New 
COMPO Plan 


It was indicated this week that the new 
plan for reorganizing the executive setup of 
the Council of Motion Picture Organizations 
would receive the approval of the com- 
ponent groups involved. 

Thus far three units of the Theatre Own 
ers of America have officially approved, and 
members and executives of the Pacific Coast 
Conference of Independent Theatre Owners 
have given unofficial support to the proposal 
extending voting membership by way of an 
executive committee to individual units of 
the component member groups. The TOA 
units which have approved the plan are 
Theatre Owners of Oklahoma, New Jersey 
Theatre Owners of America, and Eastern 
Tennessee Motion Picture Theatre Owners. 

According to Gale Sullivan, TOA execu 
tive director, there have thus far been no 
rejections from TOA units. He said that 
he will explain the new setup at the meet- 
ing next Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
of the Tri-States Theatre Owners group. 

Rotus Harvey, PCCITO president, has 
said that as soon as a complete draft of the 


new COMPO by-laws are received they 
will be submitted for the consideration of 
the board of trustees. PCCITO was not 
represented at the recent COMPO meeting 
in New York. 

Meanwhile, Arthur L. Mayer, COMPO 
executive vice-president clarified the issue 
of unanimous and majority voting under 
the proposed setup. Mr. Mayer said, “A 
unanimous vote will be necessary in both 
the board of directors and expanded execu- 
tive committee. I am making this announce- 
ment to clear up a misunderstanding caused 
by previous statements that were not in ac- 
cord with the record.” 


Memphis Passes "Fury" 

Lloyd Binford, Memphis censor, has ap- 
proved without any cuts Robert Stillman’s 
“The Sound of Fury,” a story with an anti- 
lynch theme. This is the first time southern 
censors have passed such a film without 
deletions. 


Buy Delaware House 

William Wolf and Joseph Conway, own- 
ers of the Wayne theatre in Philadelphia, 
have acquired the Strand theatre, Wilming- 
ton, Del., from Ben Schindler, owner-mana- 
ger of the Ace theatre, Wilmington. Both 
are neighborhood houses. 








Loew to Get UNDECIDED ON SPLIT Holders Get 
OF INTERSTATE UNIT 


More Time Nothing has been decided yet on Warners re 


the partnership breakup of United 
beens hak. Toned Paramount Theatres and Karl Hoblit- 
si a ia zelle and associates in the Interstate Decree Data 
' circuit of Texas, vice-president and 
hington, the general manager. United Paramount Che pro forma value of the new exhibition 
| to dispute and the Hoblitzelle interests operate and production-distribution companies that 
sett! the circuit on a 50-50 basis. The split will arise out of the Warner Bros., anti-trust 
has been under discussion for some divorcement—that is, the theoretical assets, 
months, but, according to Mr. surplus, earnings, etc., if the companies had 
O'Donnell, "it might go either way" been in existence over a certain period of 
—United Paramount or the other time—was this week listed at $80,423,375 
partner buying out each other's in- and $49,730,285, respectively, for capital 
terests. stock and surplus as of August 31, 1950, 
rhis information was contained in a proxy 


ment plan. 





statement sent to stockholders, who were 
Washington and Walbrook in Baltimore, asked to vote on the reorganization plan that 
seeking better availability. When 20th-Fox will split the Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., 
ind other distributors agreed out of court organization. The plan will be voted upon 
which only 1 to split product between the two theatres, at the annual meeting February 20 at Wil- 
Wallbrook counter-sued 20th-Fox. mington, Del., and if approved, will become 
Windsor lost its Baltimore suit against effective April 4, 1953. In a letter to stock- 
Walbrook, and is appealing that decision. holders accompanying the statement, H. M. 

the Govern his latest motion was made on the ground Warner, president, said: 
the court’s ap- that the matter was already decided in the ‘The consent judgment is the result of 
the deadline. Baltimore case. The case comes before the extensive negotiations . . . which were only 
yr submission court January 30. concluded after the decisions of the trial 
ow January 31 court and the Supreme Court made inevitable 


. ° production-distribution business and the dis 
Martin Quigley Speaks a Forum posal of a number of our theatres.” He 
Martin Quigley, Jr., editor of MoTION added that the plan must be approved by 
PicTuRE HERALD, participated in a forum on two-thirds of the stockholders and urged 


Windsor Asks Dismissal of “What to Expect from Hollywood in 1951” that voting proxies be mailed as soon as 


Tuesday night at the Barclay Street Forum possible. 


Walbrook, 20th-Fox Suit The Forum is sponsored by St. Peter’s The Treasury Department has ruled that 


extended twice before 
Loew’s to prepare it 


Windsor Theatre Co. has asked the Church, New York, and the Catholic News the stock transfers will not be considered a 
Court in Washington, D. ¢ Other speakers were Jerry Cotter, film taxable gain or deductible loss. The stock 

f contract suit brought critic of The Sign, Gene Lockhart, and the in the new companies will be issued to pres- 

nent Co. against Rev. Patrick : Fe Masterson, executive sect sent holders at the rate of one-half share in 

‘icture Corp tary of the Legion of Decency. Mrs. James — each company for each share currently held. 

tion 1s t of the three veal legal I motion picture uirman of the The pro forma statement lists earnings of 
between the two Baltimore theatres International Federation of Catholic Alum- the new theatre company for the year which 
distributors in nae, presided. closed August 31, 1950, as $6,143,341; those 

of the new picture company at $4,128,316. 

Pro forma consolidated earnings for both 

companies are also listed for the past 10 

On the desks of the "Pace- Makers” of this industry The Herald is “port of the picture” years. For 1949 and 1948, respectively, net 
profits, after taxes, were $138,595 and $246,- 

569 for the new picture company. For the 

new theatre company they were $10,327,939 


and $12,083,822, respectively. 


Cinecolor Shows 1950 
Net Loss of $604,642 


Cinecolor’s sixth annual report to stock 
holders this week disclosed a net loss of 
$604,642 for the fiscal year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1950, with approximately half of 
the net loss figure attributed to what was 
described as successful experimentation in 
the Supercinecolor process now in use. The 
report said the demand for Supercinecolor 
and Cinecolor had exceeded plant capacity 
and that $200,000 would be spent in 1951 
for further conversion and additional three- 
color facilities. In the report, Karl Herzog, 
executive vice-president, said, “Development 
of Supercinecolor and Cinecolor has im- 
proved and revitalized our entire operation.” 
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We’re using big red type for 





news that’s big...and red hot! 





DEAN 


MARTIN «> 
‘AT WAR WITH THE 
ARMY: PARAMOUNTS 
BIGGEST GROSSER IN 


‘nd 


THE LAST 5 YEARS!! 





AVA Se 





r7/\y 


With one excep- 
tion, of course: 
the biggest of 
them all—and 
of all time — 
SAMSON AND 
DELILAH 


Press time flash! 


N. Y. Paramount 
reports all records 





martittewis 


ne, 


with POLLY BERGEN 
payed mca! ape 


Finklehoffe * Songs by 
David and Jerry Livingston 


Ve mF Biggest that Paramount 
has had since 1946 including 
“The Paleface’! Check Milwaukee, 
Buffalo, New Orleans, Providence, 
Hartford, New Haven, Portland, 
Richmond! In fact, any engage- 








broken 


ment anywhere! You'll be amazed! 





ORDER HEARING 
ON “MIRACLE” 


Distributors Must Show 
Cause Why State Seal 
Should Not Be Revoked 


York Board of Regents. in an 


The New 


controversial 
The Miracle” to 
censes to distribute th 


unprecedented action, last week ordered thi 


motion pic 


butors of the 
show cause why 
Italian filn 


ard on the ground 


€ should 
not be revoked by the B« 
hat the “sacrilegious.” 

The action, voted unanimously by the Re 


licensing of all 


feature 1S 


gents, who supervise the 
otion 


creening ot 


pictur in the state, followed 
film for a three-man sub 
ittee whicl recomn 1 } 


revoked 


render that th 


Hearing Scheduled January 30 


has been scheduled for January 
York 


submission of affidavits 


\ hearing 
New 
stricted to the 
arguments and a brief by two distributors 
—Lopert Films Burstyn—t 
whom licenses have been 

‘The Miracle” a three 
part feature currently playing at the Paris 
theatre, New York. Directed by Roberto 
Rossellini, it is the story of an idiot peasant 


30 in Proceedings will be re 


oral 
and Joseph 
issued. 


is incorporated in 


woman who is seduced by a stranger who 
she believes, is St. Joseph. On becoming 
have conceived 
miraculously, is laughed out of her villag: 
and left to bear her child alone in an empty 
church in the mountains. 

The picture was licensed twice by th 
Motion Picture Division. of the State Ds 
partment of Education—first to Lopert 
Films on March 2, 1949, and again Noven 
ber 30, 1950, to Mr. Burstyn 

The Regents’ hearing is unprecedented in 
that the 
reverse the decision of 


pregnant she claims to 


3oard has never been called on to 
the Motion Picture 
Division on a picture already licensed. Ac 
cording to Charles A. Brind, counsel to the 
State Education Department, Section 124 of 
the education law sets forth that an applicant 
to whom a license shall 
the right to appeal from the Regents to the 
court.” 


denied have 


Committee to Hear Briefs 


The law says nothing on the Regents’ 
powers of after a license has been 
granted. Mr. Brind said he believed argu 
ments on that point will be accepted at the 
January 30 hearing which is to be conducted 
by the same three-man group that screened 
The Miracle” in New York last week, 
The committee consists of Chancellor 
William J. Wallin, Regent John 
F. Brosnan and Regent Jacob L. Holtzmann 
On December 23, 1950, New York 
License Commissioner Edward T. McCaf 
frey ordered the Paris to shop showing “The 
Miracle’ h, he 1, he had 


ud e Nad 


review 


Emeritus 


whic found “‘per 


34 


\ court 
had ovet 


sonally and officially blasphemous.” 
later held that the Commissioner 
stepped his powers in banning the film 
Charging that “The Miracle” was sacri 
legious, Cardinal Spellman on January 7 
called on all Catholics and “right thinking 
to boycott the film which he de 
nounced as “a mockery faith.” The 
National Legion of Decency has condemned 
all three pictures in the Paris bill—‘The 
Miracle,” “Jofroi” and “A Day in the Coun 
the title “Ways ot 


citizens” 
of our 


try,” playing under 


Love.” 


Court Action Possible 


Monday night delegates representing 167 
the New York County American 
Legion unanimously resolution 
condemning the picture. The resolution was 
introduced by the New York Police Post. 

called, thx 
on “The 
meeting, 


posts of 


passed a 


Unless a special meeting is 
Regents are not expected to act 
Miracle” until their next regular 

which is scheduled for February 15 and 16. 
revoked, it is be- 


will take the 


the licenses are 
the distributors 


Even if 
that 
matter to court 

The New York film had 
voted “Ways of Love” including the contro- 
versial “The Miracle” the best foreign film 
of the this week cancelled plans to 
present their 1950 awards from the 
Radio City Music Hall The 
the presentations would be made in_ the 
Room of the RCA Building “in 
intended hosts of any 


lieved 


critics, who 


year, 
stage of 


critics said 


Rainbow 
order to relieve out 


possible embarrassment in this unfortunate 


situation.” 


Virginia MPTA Holds 
Meeting in Richmond 

The annual meeting of the Vir 
ginia Motion Picture Theatres Association 
this week in Richmond. W. F 
Crockett, president of the organization, pre 
sided at the He addressed the 65 
exhibitors attending on the growing respon- 
sibilities of the Virginia MPTA in the na 
tional emergency programs 
Discussion chairmen were: Col. Robert Bar 
ton, A. Julian Brylawski, A. O. Budina, 
Willis Grist, Jr., Senator Benjamin Pitts, 
J. H. Groh, E. H 
Hoffman, Morton Thalheimer 
Crockett 


winter 
was held 


meeting 


and defense 


Dreylinger, Seymour 


and W. F 


Film Sales Department 
Opened on UCLA Campus 


Establishment of an Educational Film 
Sales Department on the Los Angeles cam- 
pus of the University of California for the 
of releasing films produced by the 
picture division, De- 
Arts, announced 


purpose 
University’s motion 
partment of Theatre 
week 


was 
last 


Local Taxes 
Pose Threat 
To Theatres 


From various points across the United 
States, exhibitors were alerted this week to 
the increasing number of municipalities and 
state legislatures that were considering the 
imposition of new taxes. With theatre op- 
erators already carrying the 20 per cent 
Federal excise levy load on all admissions, 
fears were expressed as to the consequences 
that any new tax might bring. 

In West Virginia, Gov. Okey L. Patteson 
last week proposed in his message to the 
legislature that municipalities be authorized 
to impose local amusement taxes, while in 
Oregon, a bill calling for a 10 per cent tax 
on amusements has been introduced to the 
house by Rep. Joseph E. Harvey of Port- 
land. The purpose of the bill in the legisla 
ture is to raise an additional $3,000,000 an 
nually. 

The local taxation movement in Ohio has 
not yet reached the legislative stage but is 
equally disturbing. There, a proposal has 
been made for townships to levy an amuse- 
ment tax now allowed cities. The plan was 
included in a program approved by the As- 
sociation of Ohio Municipalities for submis- 
sion to the Ohio legislature. 

Last week, the Allied Theatre Owners of 
Indiana gave its approval to a bill before 
the legislature, to enable cities and towns 
“to levy a municipal income tax up to one 
per cent on individual salaries and corpora- 
tion net profits after approval by local ref- 
erendum.” 

The ATOI gave as reasons tor its support 
the fact that the voters themselves in the 
local areas would have to approve it; it was 
a small amount; it was not discriminatory ; 
and that, unlike other taxes, it would not 
run on automatically for years but would 
have to be approved again after a maximum 
of five years 

Drive-in theatres in Tennessee would be 
directly hit if a bill proposed by the Tennes- 
see Municipal League, and now before the 
legislature goes through. The measure calls 
for a four per cent tax on each drive-in ad- 
mission. Supporters of the bill claimed that 
the drive-in levy would match local taxes 
being paid at theztre within city limits. 


Calls "Dimes'' Drive Aid 
Good Public Relations 


Theatre participation in the annual 
“March of Dimes” is the industry’s “most 
potent public relations,” William K. Jen- 
nings, president of the Georgia Theatre Co., 
stated in announcing the support of his cir- 
cuit in the forthcoming drive. He continued, 
“We of the Georgia Theatre Company feel 
the ‘March of Dimes’ is indelibly identified 
with the theatre industry. Therefore, we 
feel a moral responsibility to do all we can 
to meet this year’s national goal of $50,- 
000,000.” 
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what 
BUSINESS 


BONZO 
will 


ks : bring / 
Ask your Univers 


salesman for your copy 
Bonzo Exhibitor booklet. 


| UNIVERSAL.INTERNATIONAL presents 


“BEDTIME FOR BONZO’ 


vovirg RONALD REAGAN » DIANA LYNN 
wth WALTER SLEZAK + JESSE WHITE 


D5 and Introducing. 6BONZO 


Screenplay by VAL BURTON and LOU BRESLOW - Directed by FREDERICK de CORDOVA - Produced by MICHEL KRAIKE 





Fox Series 
On Painters 


| + } , > ith, 1 
In kee] with t ecently 


inaugurated 
reen cultural ar 

at artists in 

sic and on inspiring religious 
s P. Skouras, president of 20th 
his week a world 
Art Fih 
will produce films 


he 


announced 
irrangement with 
Inc., which 
world’s foremost painters 
be photographed entire 
riginal paintings 
is said each of tl 
mplete story 1 
mit will leave early this 
» photograph scenes in 
tists created their | 
Frankfurter 
id 1 


State Department Protests 
Russian Use of U. S. Film 


The United States I n 
lelivered an official prot 
inst unauthorizec 


nion of the 


TRADE SHOWS — 


JANE WYMAN 
HOWARD KEEL 





NEWSPAPER HELP 


Chicago theatre men received pro- 
motional aid this week from the Chi- 
cago Herald American, which 
started a series of slogans on its 
amusement pages encouraging Chi- 
cagoans to go to pictures. The slogan 
“Movies Are Better Than Ever," has 
been displaced by "Leave Your Wor- 
ries at Home. Go to a Movie;" "To 
Make Life Bright, Go to a Movie To- 
night;' “For a Refreshing Delight, 
See a Movie Tonight" and "A Movie 
a Week for a Family Treat." William 
Carroll, amusement advertising edi- 
tor, said the paper hopes to change 
slogans weekly. 





tion Picture Association’s protest to the 
State Department. Government officials ar: 
feel that there isn’t much hope of 
favorable reply 
The State 


expecte d to 


known to 


getting a from the Soviet 


G vernment. Department Mm 


Washington is 


protest officially 


announce the 
within the week 


Universal Votes Dividend 


The board 


tures ( ompany, 


of directors of Universal Pic 
Inc., has declared a quat 
terly dividend of $1.0625 per on the 
+ 


the 


share 
yer cent cumulative preferred stock of 
March 1, 1951 to 
February 15 1951 


$ 
1 

company, payable 
stockholders of record 


Vaudeville in Boston 
The RKO Boston theatre 
resumption of stage shows January 31, after 


announced the 


a lapse of 17 months. The opening attrac 


tion will be a motion picture star, Jack Cat 


\ first run feature will complete the 


FEBRUARY 2nd 
M-G-M’s Four-Star Surprise Comedy 


“THREE GUYS NAMED MIKE 


VAN JOHNSON 
BARRY SULLIVAN 





CHARLOTTE 20th-Fox Sr. Rm. 
CHICAGO H. C. Igel’s Sr. Rm. 
DENVER Paramount Sc. Rm. 
DETROIT Blumenthal’s Sc. Rm. 
LOS ANGELES United Artists’ Sc.Rm. 
MILWAUKEE Warner Screen Rm. 
MINNEAPOLIS | 20th-Fox Sc. Rm. 
NEW YORK-N. J.| M-G-M Screen Rm. 
OMAHA 20th-Fox Sc. Rm. 
PHILADELPHIA | M-G-M Screen Rm. 
SALT LAKE CITY | 20th-Fox Sc. Rm. 








P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 


308 S. Church St. 1:30 
1301 S. Wabash Ave. 1:30 
2100 Stout St. 2:00 
2310 Cass Ave. 1:30 
1851 S. Westmoreland 2:00 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave. 1:30 
1015 Currie Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
630 Ninth Ave. 2:30 P.M. 
1502 Davenport St. 1:00 P.M. 
1233 Summer St. 11:00A.M. 
216 E. First St., S. 1:00 P.M. 








announcement of THEATRE TRADE 





NOTE! Sensational Preview of “THREE GUYS NAMED MIKE” at Loew's, 
72nd Street Theatre, N. Y.! WATCH NEXT WEEK’S TRADE PAPERS for 


Shows in 21 OTHER U. S. CITIES! 








Rhoden Asks 
Institute for 
Research 


The establishment of a “Motion Picture 
Research Institute with a fund of perhaps 
$2,000,000, to conduct certain experimental 
projects” has been proposed by Elmer C, 
Rhoden, president of Fox Midwest Theatres. 
Mr. Rhoden’s proposal has been in prepara- 
tion time and is contained in a 
brochure the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations has under study. 

Che tightly-written pamphlet contains re- 
search suggestions under six headings: New 
Entertainment Forms; Search for and De- 
Personalities; Develop 
New Methods of Advertising; Research in 
Public Tastes; Research in Production 
Methods, and New Ideas in Exhibition. 

Under the first Mr. Rhoden 
makes four proposals: Two-reel comedies 


for some 


which 


velopment of New 


heading, 


adapted from comic scripts: or those similar 
to the old “Our Gang” comedies; high-class 
serials with top stars and production to 
serialize great novels instead of filming them 
experimental third- 


“more 


for 90-minute teatures ; 


dimensional films, and informative 
short subjects” about the film industry. 
The “new personalities” suggestion pro- 
vides the following: “To expedite this search 
and at the time gain support to the 
effort throughout the country, the institute 
that one feature picture be 


with the entire cast selected 


same 
would direct 

made each year 
from high school and college dramatic de- 
little none 
had 


partments, theatre groups, etc., 


of whon ever appeared before a 


camera.” 
Among things, Mr. Rhoden sug- 


ideas were needed in ad- 


other 
gested that new 
vertising and exploitation 
tinue to follow the same pattern and often 


(‘Trailers con- 


have a negative effect on the patron’); in 
production methods. “If such an agreement 
(between producers ) were in torce today, 
surely ‘The Golden Twenties,’ ‘Farewell to 
rday’ and ‘Fifty Years Before Your 
would not all have been made and re- 
leased at the same 
Mr 
renewed vigor on the part of the exhibitor, 
of whom he “He, 
following precedent, afraid to do 
inything different.” Ned E,  Depinet, 
COMPO president, said Mr. Rhoden’s idea 
was being given careful consideration. 


10-Year Hollywood Charity 
Contributions $11,000,000 


“Hollywood stars, studio workers and ex- 
ecutives have contributed more than $11,- 
000,000 to national and local charities since 
1941,” declared Nat Holt, west coast pro- 
ducer, speaking this week at a Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon in Wichita, Kan. He 
also reviewed the public welfare and patri- 
otic achievements of men and women in the 
motion picture industry. He said that these 
relatively unpublicized activities were a nor- 
mal part of the Hollywood way of life. 


tinie,” he said. 
Rhoden also had some proposals for 
is a slave to 


says: too, 


routine, 
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ALBANY 


The Rivoli in Schenectady has closed to 
make way for stores. Howard Hein, 
Walt Disney representative and one-time 
local resident, came here for a meeting with 
Max Westebbe, RKO branch manager. They 
discussed plans for “Alice in Wonderland,” 
“Fantasia” and other Disney releases. . . . 
New Variety Club members include: Frank 
Carroll, MGM booker; Ralph Mauro, Na- 
tional Theatre Supply Co. manager; Walter 
Scheff, WPTR vocalist and Hotel Ten Eyck 
sales manager; and Bob Snyder, WOKO 
announcer-disk jockey. Snyder is working 
on the promotion for Gene Autry’s stage 
show dates at the R.P.I. Field House in 
Troy February 9 under auspices of Tent 
No. 9. James R. Doran, editor of the 
Schenectady Union-Star and former city ed- 
itor of an Albany paper, spoke at a weekly 
Variety Club meeting. 


ATLANTA 


The following playing at the downtown 
theatres, weather very good: “I'll Be Seeing 
You,” Rhodes; “At War With The Army,” 
Loew’s Grand. Also at the Paramount 
“Storm Warning”; Roxy, “Highway 301"; 
Art theatre, “Henry V,” the third time for 
this theatre... . Seen around the row: John 
Peck, Eatonton, Ga.; Sidney Laird, Al-Dun 
Amusement Co., West Point, Ga.; P. L. 
Taylor and A. H. Bishop, Bishop Theatres 
in Georgia and Florida; and R. E. Long, 
Dixie East, Gadsden, Ala. . . . Susan Hay 
ward, will come to Atlanta for the world 
premiere of “I'd Climb the Highest Moun 
tain’ at the Paramount February 6... . The 
Roxy theatre, will start a show and 
name hand policy on Feburary 2 with May 
West in “Diamond Lil.” . . “*B. Whitham, 
formerly with Georgia Theatres has resigned 
to go with Wil-Kin Theatre Supply Co. ... 
The following theatres opened: in the South 
—Martin, Eufuala, Ala.; Waterall, Prichard, 
Ala.; Bay-X, Jasper, Fla... . A bill to close 
theatres in Anderson County, Tennessee, 
and Oak Ridge, Tenn., on Sunday has been 
introduced in the House. 


BALTIMORE 


Six new pictures came to the first runs 
this week including “Frenchie,” at Loew’s 
Century; “Mister Universe,” at the Hippo- 
drome, with vaudeville headed by “Slapsie” 
Maxie Rosenbloom, who also appears in the 
picture; “The Man Who Cheated Himself,” 
at the New Theatre; “California Passage,” 
at the Mayfair; “Bunco Squad,” with the 
reissued “Baboona,” at the Times and Ros- 
lyn concurrently; “Born Yesterday,” at the 
Town. “Harvey,” started a third week at 
Keith’s; “Last Holiday,” into a third week 
at the Little; “Catskill Honeymoon,” held 
for a second week at the World... . I. M. 
Rappaport’s Town theatre, Robert Morris, 
manager, arranged a tie-up with Arthur 
Murray Dance Studio, advertising patrons 


stage 
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to see the Arthur Murray Dance exhibitions 
on the mezzanine floor daily from 5 to 7 
P.M. Roy B. Palmore, brother-in-law 
of Leo H. Homand, Westway, with whom 
he was associated for many years in the firm 
of Palmore and Homand, dealing in film 
rentals and supplies, died in San Diego, Cal 

3altimore Television Circulation Com- 
mittee reports 12,639 television sets sold dur 
ing December bring total in operation in 
Baltimore area up to January 1 to 264,865 
as against 123,767 in use January 1, 1950 


BOSTON 


Mild weather and strong new attractions 
boosted the boxoffice takes with all down 
town theatres reporting better than average 
grosses. Top spots were the Astor with “The 
Mudlark” which brought in the best matine: 
business in many months, “Harvey” at the 
Memorial, “Operation Pacific” at the Metro 
politan and “Cyrano de Bergerac” at the 
Majestic. Latter plays a two-a-day policy. 
Of the holdovers, “Bitter Rice” at the Bea- 
con Hill, “Blue Angel” at the Kenmore and 
“Trio” at the Copley all stood up well and 
will continue. \t the regular monthly 
meeting of Independent Exhibitors of New 
England, Walter Mitchell was chosen chair- 
man of the nominating committee to name 
a slate of officers for 1951, to be voted on 
at the annual meeting February 13. His 
committee consists of past presidents—Dan- 
iel Murphy, Francis Perry, Leonard Gold- 
berg and Nathan Yamins. . . . Lew Breyer, 
president of Madison Pictures Corp., of New 
England has purchased an interest in the 
Pike drive-in, Johnston, R. I. 


BUFFALO 


Stanley Mittlefehldt for 20 years associ 
ated with the Shea theatres in various ca 


pacities, has resigned as manager of the 
North Park, a Shea community house. . 
Shea’s Buffalo celebrated its 25th anniver 





WHEN AND WHERE 


January 29-31: Annual convention, Thea- 
tre Owners of Arkansas, Mississippi and 
Tennessee, at the Hotel Gayoso, Mem 
phis. 

January 29-30: Convention, Allied Theatre 
Owners of Texas, Adolphus hotel, Dallas. 

February 6: Regional meeting, Association 
of Independent Theatre Owners of Wis- 
consin, Lorraine hotel, Madison. 

February 15-16: Board of Directors meet- 
ing, Allied States Association, Hotel 
Statler, Washington, D. C. 

March 18: Annual convention, Theatre 
Owners of Oklahoma, at the Biltmore 
Hotel, Oklahoma City. 





sary. One of the events of the birthday cele 
bration was the unveiling of its mammoth 
new 80 foot high upright sign on front of 
the house. Murray Whiteman, chief 
barker, Tent No. 7, Variety club of Buffalo, 
was in New York... . Elmer F. Lux, candi 
date for director of the Ad club threw a 
cocktail party for members of his committee 

George Gammel, Vincent R. McFaul, 
Gus and Bill Basil, George Mackenna and 
James H. Eshelman were among the Buffalo 
industry representatives attending the state 
front-ot-house employes minimum wage dis- 
pute hearing in Rochester. The Ismailia 
Temple Shrine Chanters will head the list 
of stage features at the big benefit premiere 
February 6 in the Center theatre when the 
entire proceeds will go to the Cerebral Palsy 
Western New York. “Sep- 


will be previewed. 


association of 
tember Affair” 


CHICAGO 


Four strong Loop attractions are making 
money this week: “Kim” at the Grand; 
‘Born Yesterday,” Woods; “Branded” and 
Patti Page in person at the Chicago; and 
“Dallas” and Three Suns on stage at the 
Oriental. Italian import, “Bitter Rice,” starts 
second hefty week at the World Plavhouse, 
which is sporting a new paint job “Halls 
of Montezuma” posters are being used 1 
conjunction with marine recruiting drives. 
Film opens Monday at the State Lake 
Jose Ferrer and Stanley Kramer in town to 
promote “Cyrano De Bergerac,” which began 
roadshow run at the Selwyn . 20th Cen 
tury-Fox skipped major loop houses and 
booked “The Mudlark” into the loop’s new 
art house, the Ziegfeld. The H & E 
salaban circuit purchased two drive-ins, the 
600 car Hilltop at Joliet and the 750 car 
Robbins at Rockford. . . The Wilmette th 
tre closed for repairs, Balaban and Katz 
scored another television first by telecasting 
a big Chicago fire direct from the scene onto 
the screen of its South Side Tivoli theatr 

Harris Dudelson from Detroit tak 
over as midwest manager of Lippert Films, 
Inc., formerly Screen Guild Hugh Ma 
Kenzie, RKO publicity director, was trans 
ferred to the Philadelphia office and replaced 
here by Doug Beck of that office 
ban and Katz, reorganizing itself after recent 
death of general manager Walter Immerman, 
is now being run by a new four-man advis- 
ory board: John Balaban, president; David 
Wallerstein, general manager, William Hol- 
lander, vice-president in charge of adver 
tising, and Harry Lustgarten, chief film 


sala 


buyer. 


CINCINNATI 


A current rift in the otherwise clouded 
box office horizon is found in “Kim,” which 
is giving the RKO Grand an approximate 
88 per cent above average, and “At War 
With the Army,” which is doing an esti- 
mated 60 per cent over par. Other current 

(Continued on following page) 








Continued from preceding page) 
attractions include “The Gambling House,” 
RKO Albee ; “Watch the Birdie,” RKO Pal- 
ace; “The Golden Gloves Story,” dualed with 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” RKO Lyric; “The 
Man Who Cheated Himself,” Keith’s and 
“The Walls of Malapaca,” at the Guild... . 
The Cincinnati Variety Club, Tent No. 3, 
will hold an installation dinner-dance for 
members and guests at the Pavilon Caprice, 
Netherland Plaza Hotel, February 10.... 
Harris Wolf, operating the surburban Or- 
pheum theatre, may adopt a policy of stage 
shows and pictures on weekends, if the pres- 
ent experiment along this line proves suc- 
cessful. The Majestic, the only house in 
Camden, Ohio, has been closed indefinitely 
by the owner, Mrs. Louise Siebert. ... Louis 
Patrick has disposed of his Look theatre, at 
West Alexandria, Ohio, to Leslie Judd, of 
Dayton, Ohio. 


CLEVELAND 


Operating on a seven-day schedule at a 
loss is better business than a reduced operat 
ing schedule, according to Bert Lefkowich 
of the Community circuit, because a part 
time policy drives people away from the 
theatre habit during the closed period, or in 
duces them to seek movie entertainment in 
other full time neighborhoods. This was the 
circuit’s conclusion following a trial part 
time policy which has resulted in return to 
full time policy at the Ambassador, Euclid, 
Imperial, and Windameer. Plaza Theatre, 
a Washington circuit house, also resumed 
full time operation for same reason 
Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Asso 
ciation will hold its annual meeting to elect 
officers on January 30... . Cleveland Movie 
Critics Circle voted “All About Eve” as best 
picture of 1950. It won by one point over 
“Sunset Boulevard.” Hugh Marlowe will 
accept the award trophy at an invitational 
luncheon January 30 at the Carter Hotel 





COLUMBUS 


“Harvey,” playing Loew’s Ohio as a sin 


and “Dallas” at RKO Palace, 
drew most attention from ticket buvers dur- 
ing the week The Broad had 50-50 
billing on “State Secret” and “The Fuller 
Brush Girl” and the Grand had “Mystery 
Submarine.” Fire caused by an over- 
heated furnace caused slight damage to the 
the Hippodrome, Crestline, 
\ bill authorizing townships to 
usement has been introduced 
by the Association 
Downtown the 
about statement of 
officials that f 


cut 


gle feature, 


basement of 
Ohi 
levy an 


in the 


taxes 
Ohio Legislature 
of Ohio Municip 
atremen are co 


Columbus Transit 


DENVER 


William Hastings, manager of RKO Or 
pheum, receiving congratulations on winning 
first place in three-month “Boost Your Busi 
ness” effort, nationwide RKO theatre con 
test. . . J. C. Parker, theatre man and 
Rancher, Dalhart, Texas, in for stock show 


John Roberts reelected president Film 
Employes Union F-29. Others named in- 
clude Warren West, vice-president ; Herman 
Ruele, treasurer; Gloria Landry, secretary, 
and George Mayo, business agent. The 
Hi-Way, Deertrail, Colo., closed 


DES MOINES 


Paramount changes have been announced 
by Don Hicks, branch manager. Church 
Elder, office booking manager, has been 
transferred to the Omaha office where he 
will be a salesman. Mr. Elder has been with 
Paramount here for 12 years. John Winn, 
booker, has been named office manager. 
Charles Caligiuri, assistant booker, has been 
named booker; Bob Helvig, assistant ship- 
per, is to become assistant booker. . . . The 
Iowa film industry launched plans for ob- 
servance of Brotherhood Week. Co-chair- 
men are Jerry McGlynn, Myron Blank and 
Leo Wolcott. . .. Howard Brookings, exhib- 
itor from Oakland, is currently living in Des 
Moines while he is serving in the Iowa 
house of representatives 
burg has sold the Hollywood in Estherville 
to Ray Jeanotte, who also owns the theatre 
it Exira. . Carroll A. Lane, former Iowa 
theatre man, was named secretary of the 
Iowa senate last week. . . . Fayette County 
Sheriff Fred House has bought the Plaza 
Theatre in Monona, Iowa, from Mrs. N. J 
Martin 


DETROIT 


Proceeds from the premiere of ‘Halls of 
Montezuma” at the Fox going to the 
wounded soldiers fund at Percy Jones Hos 
pital in Battle Creek, Michigan. . . . Palms 

showing “At War With the Army” and 

limber Fury.” “Kim” is playing its third 
week at the United Artists. “Walk Softly 
Stranger” is featured for a second week at 
the Adams. Michigan is doing fine with 
“Grounds for Marriage.” Downtown is 
showing “Dedee.” Bitter Rice is still playing 
to capacity crowds at the Cinema in its 
fourth week Milton Jacobson has dis- 
posed of his Art Theatre at Grand Rapids to 
\rthur Kramer, formerly an insurance busi 
ness owner. . . . Howard W. Sharpley and 
\mbrose Lo Presto, circuit owners, have 
the Hudson Theatre at Hudson, 
Michigan from A. C. Schmidt. The 
Variety Club of Michigan is moving to its 
new quarters in the Hotel Book Cadillac. ... 
The Model has switched to Spanish and 
Mexican pictures. 





leased 


HARTFORD 


Henry L. Needles, Hartford division man- 
ager, Warner Bros. Theatres, has been ap- 
pointed chairman of the theatres advisory 
committee of the Hartford Civilian Defense 
information program. ... Leroy St. Jean has 
been appointed assistant manager of E. M. 
Loew’s Holyoke theatre at Holyoke, Mass. 

Dominick Suriano, formerly assistant 
manager at the Warner Art theatre, Spring- 
field, Mass., has been named assistant man- 
ager of the Warner Strand, Hartford, suc- 
ceeding Paul Papa, who has resigned to 
enter Conception (Mo.) Seminary to study 
for the priesthood. Attorney George 
LeWitt of New Britain, Conn., has an- 
nounced plans for construction of a drive-in 
theatre in Berlin, Conn. . . . Hartford Visi- 
tors: Joe Spivack, Connecticut Theatre 
Candy Co., New Haven; Anthony Masella, 
Palace Theatre, Meriden, Conn.; Robert 
Gentner, Loew’s Poli theatre, Waterbury. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Wilbur Shaw. president of the Indian- 
apolis Motor Speedway, announced there 
would be no telecast of the 500-mile race 
May 30. WFBM-TV had it on the air the 
last two years. Managers of other major 
sporting events here have delayed making 
1951 commitments. . . . Trueman Rembusch, 
president of Allied States, came down with 
the flu and cancelled a trip to the Western 
Pennsylvania meeting at Pittsburgh... . 
Clayton Bond, 20th-Fox salesman, won an 
all-expense trip to Chicago as first prize in 
a drive-in drive that closed Deecember 30. 

Earl Cunningham, general manager of 
the Fountain Square group, is celebrating 
his 21st anniversary with that company this 
week. . “Branded” came through extra 
well to keep things humming at the Circle 
last week. “Grounds For Marriage” did 
nicely at Loew’s; “Harvey” fair at the In- 
diana. 





KANSAS CITY 


A variation in Fox Midwest first run 
policy for one week gives the Tower a 
stage show,- with “Short Grass” on the 
screen; admissions were advanced from 
45c-65c to 50c-75c. Instead of the Tower, 
in a three-way day-and-date is the Orpheum, 
joining with the Fairway and Uptown to 
show “Halls of Montezuma.” . . . “Grounds 
for Marriage” is the bill at the Midland with 
“Chain Gang” being the second feature. 
Paramount holds over “The Great Mis- 
souri Raid” and The Kimo is holding “Kind 
Hearts and Coronets” for the fourth week. 

. Elmer C. Rhoden, president of Fox Mid- 
west, was to address the Real Estate Board 
on “The Impact of the Motion Picture In- 
dustry on Real Estate.” . . . Howard Burk- 
hardt, manager of Loew’s Midland, and Senn 
Lawler of Fox Midwest represented the film 
industry recently in conferences on public in- 
formation for civil defense. ... Trade screen 
ings of “I’d Climb the Highest Mountain” 
with discussions, were to be held in six 
towns of the area. 


LOS ANGELES 


“Branded” played at the two Paramounts, 
“Kim” at Loew’s State and at the Egyptian, 
a second week for “The Steel Helmet” at 

(Continued on opposite page) 
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the United Artists circuit and “Operation 
Pacific” at the three Warner houses, with 
“The Man Who Cheated Himself” and 
“Short Grass” doubling at the Los Angeles 
and Chinese group. Biggest draw continued 
to be “Born Yesterady,” entering a fifth 
week at the Pantages and Hollywood. .. . 
A unique, long distance newspaper ad device 
proclaimed that “The Magnificent Yankee,” 
now in its “fifth magnificent week” at the 
4 Star, was “opening today” at the world’s 
largest theatre, Radio City Music Hall in 
New York. . . . Sherrill Corwin’s Orpheum 
once again switched over to vaudeville. . . . 
Variety club members along Film Row were 
readying a welcome for Marc J. Wolf, chief 
barker of Varitey international oufit, who 
was due in town to officiate at the January 
29 Great Heart Award dinner for local ex- 
hibitor Dave Bershon. 


LOUISVILLE 


Among the offerings in the first run the- 
atres here, Loew’s was scheduled to bring 
in “The Great Manhunt” and “Stage to 
fucson.” The Rialto featured “Branded” 
and “Pride of Maryland,” while the Strand 
offered “Outrage” and “Rio Grande Patrol.” 
The Mary Anderson had “Storm Warning.” 
“Bitter Rice” was held over for a third week 
at the Scoop, and the Brown took over “For 
Heaven’s Sake” and “Father’s Wild Game” 
after a previous week at the Rialto. . . . Seen 
on the row were J. B. Dale, Clay, Celina, 
Tenn.; O. O. Perkins, Lynn, Woodbine, 
Ky.; E. L. Ornstein, Ornstein Theatres, 
Marengo, Ind.; George Peyton, Griffith, 
LaGrange, Ky.; A. N. Miles, Eminence, 
Eminence, Ky.; Fred May, Royal, Carroll- 
ton, Ky.; Lewis Baker, Star, West Point, 
Ky.; Homer Wirth, Crane, Crane, Ind.; J. 
Van Snook, Griffith, LaGrange, Ky. and 
C. Coleman, Evansville drive-in, Evansville, 
Ind. ... In an all out effort to increase box- 
office grosses, some theatres here have been 
doubling two of the absolute best in produc- 
tions. 


MEMPHIS 


First run business in Memphis continued 
steady. Loew’s Palace showed “The Man 
Who Cheated Himself.” Loew’s State had 
“Kim” and a grand opening. Malco showed 
“Harvey.” Strand continued with “Branded.” 
Warner showed “Operation Pacific.” : 
Eagle Lion Classics closed its Memphis ex- 
change and transferred its salesmen and 
service to its St. Louis and New Orleans 
exchanges. Managers of Malco Thea- 
tres, Inc., from Tennessee, Arkansas and 
Kentucky "attended the annual two- day busi- 
ness meeting at Hotel Gayoso in Memphis 
Wednesday and Thursday of this week. M. 
A. Lightman, Sr., president of Malco Thea- 
tres, Inc., presided. ... Mid-South exhibitors 
booking and shopping on Film Row included 
L. N. Haynes, Jonesboro; K. H. Kinney, 
Hughes; Roy Bolick, Kaiser; Fred Jaynes, 
West Memphis; J. W. Parham, Marianna; 
W. C. Sumpter, LePanto; Mrs. O. W. Mc- 
Cutcheon, Blytheville; J. C. Fielder, Steele. 


MIAMI 


Tropicaire Drive-In recently completed 
alterations and improvements in the conces- 
sion stand, rest rooms and the “walk-in” sec- 
tion. The latter was increased by 350 seats. 

. Maj. Albert Warner of the Warner 
home office was on hand to greet stars 
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"WEST'S CALL" 
o* "HOLD-UP* 











"Well, take + time to get it down!" 


Ginger Rogers, Steve Cochran and Ronald 
Reagan at the World premiere of “Storm 
Warning” benefit performance at the Beach 
Theatre. . . . The Florida made film, “Under 
the Gun” was to have a world premiere at 
the Carib with star Richard Conte attending. 

. Local screens offered “Storm Warning,” 
Paramount, Beach; “Prehistoric Women,” 
Embassy, Variety; “Halls of Montezuma,” 
Carib, Miami, Miracle; “Vendetta,” Florida, 
Sheridan; “Sun Sets at Dawn,” Variety, 
Embassy ; “Bitter Rice,” Lincoln; “Cyrano,” 
Colony for the fifth week, “Prince of Peace,” 
Royal and “Bunco Squad” part of a double 
bill at the Capitol. 


MILWAUKEE 


Grosses are up and business is reported 
good at the downtown theatres and through- 
out the city... . The AITO of Wisconsin 
will hold its first regional meeting this year 
at the Lorraine Hotel in Madison February 

. John McKay is leaving Standard thea- 
tres as district manager to take over the Lake 
theatre at Pewaukee on February 16. . . . In 
conjunction with the “Halls of Montezuma” 
opening at the Fox-Wisconsin, the Fox- 
Wisconsin Amusement Corp. held a lunch- 
eon in honor of 26 Marines. The Marines, 
all wounded veterans of the Korean War, 
were brought to Milwaukee from Great 
Lakes. ... Other films downtown week were 
“Grounds for Marriage” at the Towne. At 
the Riverside “Gambling House” was seen. 
“At War with the Army” was a holdover 
at the Warner with “North of the Great 
Divide.” 


NEW ORLEANS 


Exhibitors in merchandising were Mr. and 
Mrs. Tanos Joseph, Teche and Opera House, 
Franklin, La.; Ernest Delahaye, Maring- 
woin, La.; Vic Smoltich, Me + Biloxi, 
Miss.; A. W. Ansardi, Buras, La.; Mike 
Ripps, Mobile, Ala.; L. W. “Toto” Guidry, 
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Ville Platte, La.; R. E. Brown, Ritz, Pren- 
tiss, Miss.; Henry Meyers, Meyers theatre, 
Biloxi and Gulfport, Miss.; Dominick J. 
Olister, manager, Lew Watt’s Abalon, Al- 
giers, La.; and Mr. and Mrs. I. Oberlin, 
Ritz, Natchez, Miss. . . . The new Starlite 
drive-in at Florala, Ala., is owned by Olin 
Evans. ... Hugh Owen, Paramount’s south- 
ern and eastern division manager, spent sev- 
eral days here... . T. A. Pittman and E. R. 
Martin of the Pittman Theatre Circuit vis- 
ited their theatres in Baton Rouge, Lake 
Charles and Sulphur, La . Roy Pfeiffer 
assumed ownership of the Istrouma theatre, 
Baton Rouge, La. He purchased it from 
Joseph A. Barcelona owner of local Regina, 
Avenue and Tivoli theatres Many in- 
dustry figures attended the meeting at the 
Fox screening room to plan observance of 
National Brotherhood Week. 


NEW YORK 


Five new films were scheduled to reach 
the first-run houses on and around Broad- 
way this week. They included: “At War 
With the Army,” Dean Martin and Jerry 
Lewis’ picture at the Paramount; “Mad 
Wednesday,” the Harold Lloyd film, at the 
Globe; the Lippert war picture “The Steel 
Helmet” at Loew’s State; “Kansas Raiders” 
at the Palace and “The Enforcer” at the 
Capitol. . . . Rose Eidelsberg, secretary to 
Boris Kaplan, eastern talent director for 
Paramount, is resigning her position to be 
married to Sigmund Schmeltzer, electronics 
engineer. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


The Criterion theatre, held the Marine 
Corps induction ceremonies on the stage. 
Plaza, Ritz and Capitol theatres, held three 
Giant Kid Shows. . . At the Home theatre 
during the showing of “King Solomon’s 
Mines” a special British Africa zoo exhibit 

(Continued on following page) 
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played “New Pioneers” as a special added 
attraction. ... “Al Son del Mambo” (“The 
Birth of the Mambo”) did well at the Ala 
meda New films: “At War With the 
Army Majestic, and “Grounds For Mar- 


riage,” Aztec. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Despite intermittent storms, business con 
tinues on the upswing. Doing business con 
siderably their house averages were 
the Fox with “Halls of Montezuma,” the 
Orpheum with “Born Yesterday,” the Para 
mount with “At War with the Army.” 
Among art theatres *Trio,” created a 
house record for the Vogue, according to 
Irving M. Levin, divisional director, San 
Francisco Theatres, Inc John Hobart 
the Chronicle’s drama critic an/ editor since 
1938, resigned and is replaced by Willian 
Hogen, a special feature writer on the paper 

sen Levin, General Theatrical, is exhibi 
tor chairman of the Northern California 
March of Dimes which is under way 
here with trailers and audience collections 
Area chairman for exhibitors’ Brother- 
Week is Joseph Blumenfeld, Blumen 
ld Theat and Neal East is representing 


tres, T 
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new 
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distributors. 


SEATTLE 


“King Solomon’s Mines” entered its nin 
veek at the Music Hall, having played to 
163,000 patrons. No picture has been held 

“The 


over so 
\ 1 


+1 


ng since Jolson Story” played 
13 weeks in 1947 
ts fourth week at 


V” its sec 


“Harvey” completed 
the Liberty, and “Henry 
it regular prices, at the Music 
Jack Hamaker, manager of the 
nount theatre, was appointed Seattle 
of the Evergreen Theatres, it 
nnounced by William Thedford, vice- 
Fifty Navy 
for active service on the stage of 
the Fifth Avenue theatre as recognition by 
the Navy of the Columb “The Flving 
Missile,” filmed with Navy cooperation. 


president enlistees were 


sworn in 


TORONTO 
a 

Openings included “At War With The 
at the Imperial, “Edge of Doom” at 
‘The Next Voice You Hear” at the 
Victoria and Eglinton, “The Dancing 
Years” at the Towne Cinema, “Blue Angel” 
it the International Cinema, “Outrage” and 
“Counter-S Meets Scotland Yard” at the 
State, Scarboro, Glendale and 


Armv” 


Shea's 


Spy 


Downtown, 


Mayfair, and “September Affair” at the Uni- 
versity and Nortown. “King Solomon’s 
Mines” entered its fourth week at Loew’s, 
“The Mudlark” remained for a second week 
at the Odeon Toronto, and “Harvey” con- 
tinued in its fifth week at Loew’s Uptown. 
... “Macbeth” opened at the Odeon Hyland 
for its first engagement here at popular 
prices. Famous Players have brought 
back “Cluny Brown” to support “The Jack- 
pot” in its second showing at the Tivoli and 
Capitol. “Captain From Castile” is billed 
with “A-Haunting We Will Go” at the 
Odeon Humber, Fairlawn and Danforth. . . . 
An Italian film, “Jealousy” had its Canadian 
premiere at the King theatre here. 


VANCOUVER 


Dan Ferguson, local theatre owner, will 
build a theatre at Willington and Hastings 
in Vancouver's east end if and when the 
steel ban is lifted. . General Theatre In- 
vestment Co. of Montreal, of which Paul 
Nathanson, former head of Odeon Theatres 
of Canada is president, have closed a deal 
for the downtown Plaza theatre building for 
$162,500. Property is at present under lease 
to the Odeon Circuit. GTIC own six Van- 
couver theatres which are now under lease 
to Famous Players Circuit. . .. R. Linstrom 
& Sons opened the new Dreamland theatre 
at Boyle, Alberta . The British Columbia 
fire marshal has recalled all projectionists 
until booth workers from other provinces 
ire able to pass B. C. examinations. 
Holdovers were the rule among first run 
theatres. Attractions held for a fourth week 
were “King Solomon’s Mines” at Orpheum, 
ind “The Happiest Days of Your Life” at 
the Studio. “City Lights” at the Plaza and 
Fraser, and “Frenchie” at the Vogue are on 
their second week. Also playing: “Two 
Weeks with Love” at Capitol; ‘Walk Softly 
Stranger” at the Strand; “West Point 
Story” at the Dominion; “When You're 
Smiling” at the Hastings plus a stage show, 
ind “Come on George” and “It’s in the Air,” 
Paradise, 





reissues, at 


WASHINGTON 


New openings included: “Operation Pa- 
at the Warner; “Three Husbands” at 
the Capitol; “Never a Dull Moment,” at 
RKO Keith's; “Seven Days to Noon” at the 
Trans-Lux ; “Difficult Years” at the Dupont; 
“Cyrano” at the Playhouse, on a reserved 

“The Next Voice You Hear” at 
Plaza and “The Sinners” at the Little 
Holdovers included “Halls of Montezuma” 
for a second week at the Palace, and carry- 
overs were “For Heaven’s Sake” at the Co- 
lumbia and “Dallas” at the Metropolitan... . 
Marcus Notes, 86, Washington real estate 
man and theatre owner, died in Baltimore. 
\t one time, he operated five theatres in 
Washington, but at the time of his death, 
he was operating two, the Strand and the 
Roosevelt. . . . Navy’s top officers, and mem- 
bers of the press and radio were guests of 
Warner Bros. for the premiere of “Opera- 
tion Pacific’ at the Warner theatre. 
Projectionists’ local 224 installed its newly 
elected officers for 1951: president, Charles 
V. Franks; first vice-president, Charles C. 
Fisher; second vice-president, Milton D. 
Bittenbender; third vice-president, T. De- 
Witt Bittenbender; Fourth vice-president, 
Willard R. Garcia; secretary, Alfred S. 
Mueller; financial secretary, T. LeRoy Hop- 
kins; treasurer, Carl Fowler. 





cific” 


seat policy: 
the 
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Urges Screen’s Writers 
Stress Basic Emotion 


by WILLIAM R. WEAVER 
Hollywood Editor 


When it became fashionable a few years 
ago for writing people to exclude the gentle 
emotions from their stock in trade, and to 
depict on printed page and lighted stage a 
world populated exclusively by hard-minded 
men and tight-lipped women, Mark Robson 
says, the motion picture screen was let in 
automatically for a good deal of its present 
neglect by former customers. 

In the grip of that fashion, he says, writ- 
ing folk became so self-conscious about what 
might be called the common-denominator 
emotions, the simple, often tender, every-day 
ones experienced by everybody, that a great 
many habitual theatre-goers began staying 
away from the place where they found they 
no longer could buy a good cry or a com- 
forting dream. They could understand well 
enough the race of superior, cynical stoics 
dreamed up by authors and playwrights, and 
borrowed by most screen writers, but they 
couldn't readily identify themselves with it 
and largely didn’t care to. 

Shunning use of the gentler emotions, 
moods and motives which had been staple 
commodities in literature down 
the ages, the writing gentry turned to use of 
the violent, the savage, the subtle and the 
strange, and came up, quite inevitably, with 
an output of stories built around fear, hate, 
vengeance, lust and, proponderantly, crime. 


successful 


The theatre became a place where a citizen 
acquired new troubles, instead of where he 
could forget about his own for a while, and 
most citizens don’t shop knowingly for trou- 
ble. Neither, in Mr. Robson’s opinion, does 
the citizen shop exclusively for escape, but 
rather for an emotional experience in which 
he can participate and from 
which he can get an inner glow of one kind 
or another. 


Not Easy to Make, 
But It Can Be Done 


Now it is not easy, Mr. Robson confesses, 
to give the citizen that kind of glow every 
time you make a picture, not nearly so easy 
as to sock him in the eye with a bucket of 
gore or shock his sensibilities with a hunk 
of hysteria, but it can be done, and the effort 
to do it should be obligatory. (Mr. Robson 
is credited with having done it in “Cham- 
pion” and “Home of the Brave,” and again 
in the upcoming “Lights Out.”) And it 
should be obligatory for exhibitors, when 


vicariously 


they are fortunate enough to have a glow of 
that kind to sell, to sell it as precisely what 
it is, not as just another picture starring 
Miss or Mr. So-and-so. 

Mr. Robson is a director, not an exhibitor 
or an advertising expert, and he does pre- 
tend to know exactly how an exhibitor is to 
go about informing his customers explicitly 
and effectively as to the special nature of an 
offering having this rare characteristic, but 
he feels it is as clearly the exhibitor’s job 


to do it as it is the producer’s job to provid 
the subject do it with. If both do their jobs 
well enough, he believes, the vanishing habit 
ual theatre-goer can be re-won. 


START NINE FEATURES 


Nine 
week. 

Betty Grable and Macdonald Carey went 
to work in “Meet Me After the Show” for 
20th-Fox, with producing, 
Richard Sale directing. 

Thor Productions started “Golden Goose,” 
for the same release, with Bert Friedlob pro- 
ducing and with George Marshall directing 
Parker, Fred MacMurray and 


features were started during the 


George Jessel 


Eleanor 
others. 
Abbott & Costello launched ‘The Real 
McCoy,” produced by Howard Christie and 
directed by Charles Lamont, for U-I. 
MGM rolled “The Bradley Mason Story,’ 
produced by Robert Thompson and directed 
by Richard Thorpe, with Walter 
and Ann Harding co-starred. 
Robert Lord started “The Secret,” with 
John Derek and Judy Lawrence, directed by 
Henry Levin, for Columbia release. 
Pine & Thomas began shooting ‘“Cross- 
winds,” with Juim Payne and Rhonda Flem 


Pidgeon 


ing, directed by Lewis R. Foster, for Para 
mount release. 

Filmakers went to work on “On the 
Loose,” for RKO Radio distribution, with 
Collier Young producing and with Charles 
Lederer directing Joan Evans, Lynn Bari 
and Robert Arthur. 

Herman Schlom started “Rustler’s Ranch” 
for the same studio, a Tim Holt Western 
directed by Stuart Gilmore 

Jan Grippo began filming “Ghost Chasers,” 
a Bowery Boys number for Monogram, with 
William directing the standard 
cast. 


Beaudine 





THIS WEEK IN PRODUCTION: 





20TH CENTURY-FOX 
(Thor 


STARTED (9) 


COLUMBIA 
The Secret 


Golden Goose 
Prod.) 
Meet Me 
Show 
UNIVERSAL-INT'L 
The Real McCoy 


FINISHED (6) 


After the 
MGM 


The Bradley Mason 
Story 


MONOGRAM 


Ghost Chasers 


EAGLE LION 
Cloudburst ( Monter- 
Paal Prod.; Lon 

don, England) 


MGM 

Man on the Train 

The Strip 

Love Is Better 
Ever 

Rich, Young and 


MGM 

No Questions Asked 

PARAMOUNT 

That’s My Boy 
Wallis Prod.) 

REPUBLIC 

Fighting U. S. Coast 
Guard 


(Hal 


Than 


Will You Love Me in 
December 

Phe Frogmen 

Kangaroo (Australia) 


Command 
Sub 


Submarine 
(formerly 
marine Story) 

REPUBLIC 

In Old 

Thunder in God's The 
Country Iron Man 


Man And Pa Kettle 
RKO RADIO at the County Fair 


Flying Leathernecks 


UNIVERSAL-INT'L 
Horde 


Amarillo 
Golden 


PARAMOUNT 
Crosswinds (Florida) 


RKO RADIO 


On the Loose (Film- 


makers ) 
Rustlers’ Range 
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COLUMBIA 

Cyclone Fury 

Sunny Side of the 
Street 

LIPPERT 

Danger Zone 


SHOOTING (26) 


ALLIED ARTISTS 

| Was an American 
Spy 

COLUMBIA 


Remember That Face 


Pretty 

PARAMOUNT 

Here Comes the 
Groom 

When Worlds Collide 
( Technicolor ) 


The Thing ( Winches- 


ter Pictures) 
Two Tickets to 
Broadway 
20TH CENTURY-FOX 
David and Bathsheba 


WARNER BROTHERS 

Moonlight Bay 

I Was a Communist 
for the FBI 

Forth Worth 

Tomorrow Is An- 
other Day 





URGE PLAN TO 
SAVE INDUSTRY 


British Studio Employees 
Ask Higher Quota, More 
Aid from Government 
PETER BURNUP 


LONDON: At a 
Film 


representing 


last week 
Council 


meeting here 


Industry 


directors 


En ployees 


stars, extras, musi 
ins, electricians and technicians, approved 
, 

a iV-point 
ave the industry 


The main 


requisition of 


program which is designed to 


points of the program included 
idle 
the National Film Finance Corporation to 


ible indepe ndents to 


studios ; 


extension ot 
Maintain continuity 


production; an increased quota 


restoration of the renters’ quota; legislative 


with 


y ordained bigger box office 
producers; break-up of 
and reduction of 


returns tor 


lon 


circuit dominatior 


the entertainment tax 


Warning from Olivier 


Sir Laurence Olivier, in opening the con 
+, warned that exhibitors were getting 
othce 


‘other 


share of box receipts and 


he warned them that irons are ap 


roaching the fire,’ 


P} 


as television and 
ynevision 
Let the exhibitors deal justly wit 
still friends,” he declared 
Motion Picture HERALD’s recent 
survey and poll, the 
who has 


while we're 
Citing 
DOx ofhce actor-pro 


making 


pictures 


lucer, returned 
British 
than American pro 
He claimed also that the present 


just 
a film in Hollywood, 


were more profitable 


tron 


said 


ductions. 


structure of marketing in England was de 


vel ped almost entirely for the service of 


American product 
Subsequent I i 


1 
reveaied ] 


varying de 
Arthu 
union 


debate 
grees of anti-American and anti-J 
Rank feeling The 


electriciatr s con 


the British film industry was 
The 
\merican at- 

affairs 


r the 
) interfere 
is country 
are no longer st! 
This allegati n 
tests, particularly from 
the anti-An theme 
throughout with several delegates 
ing that American-made quota pictures } 
British producers, directors and 


Asks State Release 


Elvin, 


Council, alleged that 


theless, 


erican 


star 


George general 


Brit 


Hollywood 


exhibitor 
confederates of by buying Ar 
ican pictures 
to kill the latter. He called for state dis- 
tribution with fixed maximun 
charges for all pictures, 


can, 


cheaper than British in ord 
distribution 
including Ameri- 
and also a steepened quota with, if 


necessary, imprisonment of defaulters 


42 


Mr. Elvin charged that the plan for im 
provement announced by James H 
head of the Film Finance Corporation, was 
a subterfuge to subsidize not inde 
pendent production organizations but film 
trusts “like Rank.” 

\ Council committee is supposed to meet 
shortly with Harold Wilson, president of the 
Board of Trade, to the 


merely 


discuss program 


vith him 
Cautious on TV Report 


in extreme degree marks the re 
here to the 
Beveridge 


Caution 
action of the industry recom 
the that 
special wave-lengths be allotted motion pic 


combines for 


mendation in Report 


ture the televising of events 
of decided national importance into their 
thatres. 
representations which the industry’s 
renter-exhibitor-producer committee 
to Lord Beveridge’s inquisitors be- 
the occasion of the bitterest fight with 


1 on 


Film men had urge 
that healthy competition 
television’s stimulant. Led 
Arthur Rank’s representatives, con- 
naturally with the future of Mr 
£1,200,000 Cinema-Television con 


monopolists 
Lord Beveridge 
would be finest 
by J 
cerned 
Rank’s 
cern, they asked for those separate wave- 
l ths and the right to disseminate video 
to the paying customers. 
Rank men were support 
Associated British 
Picture Corporation, Ltd., and Sidney Bern 
ircuit Motion picture 
people were prepared to doa trade over the 


In lesser degree, 
by their first rival, 


stein’s Granada ( 


complete ban they currently impose on the 
BBt 


reels) which still have a theatre life Sut 


’s television of films (including news 


BBC advocates have wrung out of the Bev 
eridge Committee the recommendations that 
any pictures which develop on those special 
made available to 


wave-lengths should be 


home-viewers also 


On Cabinet Agenda 


That is by no means the end of the matter 


Che Beveridge recommendations are a top 
After 


basis 


in next week’s Cabinet agenda 
make the 
a governmental White Paper which in 
will the will 
ibsequently occur in the House of Com- 


there, they will 


iscussion 


condition debate which 


anticipation oi the Commons debate 
legislation is introduced 
hold that 


recommended 


before 
executives the conces 
spec ial wave 

s entirely neutralized by the 
yn that the 


sug 

1 BBC should have access to 

fruits of film enterprise. 

viewer should bother to go aroun: 

corner to the theatre when he and his 

nily can comfortably sit at home and 
watch films on television. 


They ask why 


Lawrie, 


U. &. Sees 
Ticket Tax 
Revenue O 


WASHINGTON: The Federal Government 
predicts a further drop in general admission 
tax collections during the next 18 months. 

This prediction put the Government at 
odds with most film leaders’ estimate as to 
the motion picture industry’s immediate busi- 
future. Most industry officials have 
been predicting better times ahead as people 
have more money to spend on entertainment, 
need more diversion, and find themselves less 


ness 


able to get television sets 


Message Cited Drop 


But President Truman, in his budget mes- 
sage to Congress, estimated that general ad- 
mission tax collections during the 12 months 
ending next June 30 would amount to only 
$355,000,000, compared to $371,244,019 in 
the year ending June 30, 1950. And in the 
year ending June 30, 1952, general admis- 
sion tax collections will decline still further, 
to $350,000,000, the budget pre- 
dicted 

General admission tax collections include 
taxes on tickets to sports events, concerts, 
stage shows and other entertainment as well 
as to motion picture theatres, but they have 
ong been used as a rough barometer of film 


message 


| 
box office 


[he President indicated he would ask 
ongress for anywhere from $16 billion to 
$20 billion in new taxes, but did not specify 
what revenue sources he would tap for this 
idditional revenue. Heavy excise tax in- 
creases are certain to be recommended, but 
it still is not clear whether these increases 
will be across-the-board, or only on certain 
excises not expected to 
have its tax recommendations ready for an- 
other two weeks, just barely in time to pre- 
sent to the House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee when it opens tax hearings February 5. 
The budget message was also vague when 
it came to asking an extension and “broad- 
Production Act 


The Treasury is 


ening” of the Defense 


Ask “Voice” Increase 


A still further boost in the State Depart- 
overseas program Was 
proposed by Mr. Truman. He said he would 
ask for another $100 million for the program 
between now and June 30, and still another 
$115 million to run the “Voice” during the 
1952 fiscal year. He said the film program 
would be boosted to about 572 reels on 342 
subjects in 1952, with about 125,220 prints 
in an average of 33 languages shown to an 
estimated audience of 500,000,000 persons. 
Regional film production centers are being 
established at Bombay, Manila and Rome, 
the budget message showed 

The Anti-Trust Division of the Justice 
Department and the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion were given just about the same appro- 
priations for the 1952 fiscal year as during 
the current 12 months. 


ment’s information 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD, JANUARY 27, 1951 





Phonevision 
To Scramble 
Sound Too 


CHICAGO: As the Phonevision 90-day 
test rounded out its first month of opera- 
tion here, Zenith Radio Corporation, spon- 
sors of the pay-as-you-see system, announced 
that it planned scrambling the sound as well 
as the visual image of pictures transmitted. 

“In a way we are sorry to have to move 
on to the next phase of the test,” Com- 
mander E. F. McDonald, Jr., Zenith presi- 
dent, said last week, “because we are well 
aware, from thousands of phone calls and 
other comment, that many Chicagoans be- 
sides the 300 test families are taking a lively 
interest in our experiment.” 

Latest Phonevision product announced in- 
cluded one film from Metro, one from Para- 
mount, two from Warner Brothers and three 
from RKO. 

The titles are “B. F.’s Daughter,” MGM, 
1948; “Variety Girl,” Paramount, 1947; 
“The Big Punch,” Warners, 1948; “Escape 
Me Never,’ Warner, 1947; “Tall in the 
Saddle,” RKO, 1944; “Sinbad the Sailor,” 
RKO, 1947; and “Song of the South,” RKO, 
1946. 

During the first month of the Phonevision 
experiment the voices from the sound track 
of the pictures televised were 
without distortion and a number of set own 
ers were reported to be picking them up 
along with the jumbled Phonevision images. 

Zenith has 11 different methods or pat- 
terns of scrambling the Phonevision broad- 
casts, and the next phase will be to add a 
sound scramble to the jittered picture, the 
Zenith announcement said. Other combina 
tions and variations may also be tried. 

Commander McDonald said the simplest 
method of coding the broadcasts has been 


broadcast 


used so far, particularly because some of 
the film producers were interested in the 
“come-on” value of allowing potential 
Phonevision customers to get a taste of the 
programs offered for a fee. 

“Admission” charged by Zenith for the 
test offerings is $1 per feature. Three pic 
tures are televised every day. 


B&K Uses. Industria! 
Color TV Receiver 


CHICAGO: Balaban & Katz’ Chicago the- 
atre is featuring an industrial color televi- 
sion receiver in its lobby on the mezzanine 
floor and is participating in the CBS color 
demonstrations currently under way here. 
Demonstrations are put on four times daily 
and are being received by the theatre, on 
sets at Carson Pirie Scott and Co., a Loop 
department store, and Station WBBM. The 
color showings at the Chicago so far have 
drawn small audiences, but there have been 
many amazed comments on the fact that the 
demonstrations are presented in a film 
house. B & K says it considers this “a ges- 
ture of good will toward the television in- 
dustry” and a public service. 
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March of Time Prepares 
Series for Television 


The March of Time has 
weekly series starting February 15 over the 
American Broadcasting Company’s televi- 
sion network and sponsored by the Associa- 
tion of American Banks. The series will be 
called “March of Time Through the Years” 
and will consist of half-hour films which will 
combine selected Time issues and panel dis- 


announced a 


cussions by visiting authorities. At the same 
time, Richard de Rochemont announced that 
Richard Krolik, Lillian Rixey and Jane Bar 
tels have joined Time’s new Television De 
partment and will work under Arthur B. 
Tourtellot, recently-appointed director of 
television. 


Council Hears U.S. Will 
Need More Industry Aid 

The Government will be seeking the mo 
tion picture industry’s cooperation in an ever 
increasing degree as the mobilization pro 
gram progresses, Art Arthur, executive sec 
retary of the Motion Picture Industry Coun 
cil, told the group at a meeting in Hollywood 
last week, reporting on his trip to Washing- 
ton and New York. U. S. agency heads 
agreed the Government probably will start 
its use of films from the level attained to 


ward the end of World War II 


Awarded $5,184 

\ $5,184 judgment in favor of Henry 
Denker, writer, against Eagle Lion Classics 
was ordered last week in New York Su- 
preme Court by Judge Benedict Dineen 
Mr. Denker claimed infringement on his 
novel, “I’ll be Right Home, Ma.” 


Helen Hayes Returns 
Helen Hayes will return to the screen as 
the star of “My Son John,” Paramount re- 


ported last week. Leo McCarey will pro- 


duce and direct. 


Theatre TV 
Channel Use 
Cited by Fox 


WASHINGTON: Twentieth Century-Fox 
has told the Federal Communications Com 
mission that theatre television can get by 
with just half as much space in the radio 
spectrum as was hitherto believed possible. 

It is believed the report considerably im- 
proves the chances of theatre television 
eventually winning special radio frequencies 
from the commission. 

The 20th-Fox report, a highly-technical, 
55-page discussion on  cross-polarization 
proves through actual field experimentation 
the hitherto unverified assertion that one 
radio channel can be used simultaneously 
for two programs with cross polarization 
used to eliminate the unwanted signal. This 
double use of the same channel, according 
to 20th-Fox officials, cuts in half the amount 
of space needed for any service. 

Since the FCC has indicated that its main 
problem in allocating theatre television fre 
quencies is to find the needed room in the 
spectrum, it is believed that the report vastly 
improves theatre television’s chance for a 
share of the band. 

The report, dealing with its experimental 
relay station KE2XKA was prepared for 
20th-Fox by Earl I. Sponable and filed by 
Vincent B. Welch, attorney 

When the 20th-Fox first requested thea- 
tre television frequencies, it estimated that 
an over-all channel width: of 30 megacycles 
program: and that two 
30-megacycles channels would be needed for 
one system, allowing six nationwide sys- 


was needed for a 


tems, in a 360-megacycle grant for theatre 
Chis was the smallest request of 
iny of the film interests filing for the pro 
ceeding. 


television. 
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MEOW!! 


The moral of this story is: 
with cats. 

It seems that Hollywood producers have 
been showing cats in an unfavorable light 
in their films and the Empire Cat Club of 
New York is taking exception to the prac- 
tice. In fact, said the Club in a letter to the 
companies, “we are prepared to do every- 
thing possible to correct the cat-villain re p- 
resentation that has been created and fos- 


Don’t tangle 


tered in screen comics.” 

The communication o pe ned with the flat 
statement: Cats are not villains. It went on 
to relate that they have a sense of bumor 
and are frequently amusing. It makes the 
point that millions of children are being 
given an adverse picture of cats through 
their treatment on the screen where they are 
made “the butt of brutalities for comic situ- 
ations and the victim of inhumane treat- 
ment.” Hollywood is asked to achieve better 
screen relations for felines. 





Ads Attack 
Bad Gossip 


Woodrow Praught, district manager o! 
Dakota theatres for the Minnesota 
Amusement Company, has come up with an 


South 


effective method with which to combat the 
that bad at 
notion picture theatres. 
\ special advertisement inserted jointly 
the circuit’s theatres in Sioux Falls in 
irgus Leader called attention to 
hat business in the past year was 


ever before. Approximately 28 


business 1s 


lamaging gossip 


ie tact 
better than 
000 more patrons attended Sioux Falls the 
tres in 1950 than in 1949 

The ad point out that the 
exhibitors do not claim that all pictures are 
better 


goes on to 


etter than ever, but that the films of 


today are 


better than ever 


Prince and Neilson, RKO 
Publicists, Switch Posts 


been appointed eastern 
RKO Pictures, effec 


succeeds Rutgers Neil 


Don Prince has 
director of 


itely le 


publicity 
tive immedi 
assume the post of 
which Mr 


1our 


son, who will foreign 


publicity director, Prince has 


held for the past years, it was an 


nounced last week by Ned Depinet 
dent. Both men had 
RKO’s publicity department. 


presi 


long service in 


have 


Nebraska Legislators 
Plan No Industry Laws 

The Nebraska state legislature meeting in 
Lincoln has no plans for legislation directly 
iffecting the motion picture industry, the 
state’s lawmakers told a gathering of indus 
try members who attended a dinner in honor 
The industry members 
Iso made known that they had no favors to 
isk of the legislature. 


the Ie gislators. 


Scheduled 
Portormance 


Pays Off 


“Scheduled performances” for “All About 
Eve” brought big grosses at the Shea cir- 
cuit’s State theatre, Manchester, N. H., ac- 
cording to Ray E. Smith, Shea buyer, who 
said business during a Wednesday-through- 
Saturday “greater by far 
than any last-half booking we have had for 


engagement was 
over a year.” 

In a letter to circuit managers, Mr. Smith 
said: “Carroll Shea booker, had a 
terrific job convincing Fox that the picture 
a Sunday picture, and that Ed 
Fahey’s, State theatre manager, idea of 
selling it on a two-a-day basis without ad- 
reserved the 
The results speak for 


Lawler, 


was not 


vance in price or seats was 


proper procedure 
themselves.” 

Twentieth Century-Fox originally advo- 
cated “scheduled performances” forthe pic- 
ture, but dropped the policy 
after it failed to produce the desired results 
at the film’s opening in New York 

Mr. Smith’s letter pointed out to other 
Shea managers that often other pictures can 
be handled as Mr. Fahey did “Eve” at the 
Manchester theatre He suggested that 
MGM’s “The Magnificent Yankee” might 
lend itself to such a campaign and told mana- 
gers convinced of the idea to approach their 
local MGM exchange on the subject. He con- 
tinued, “We on our part will follow through 
with the New York office of MGM if you 


so advise us 


subsequently 


Fox Midwest Houses 
Raise Admissions 
Midwest Theatres 
creases in admission 
three Kansas City, Mo., 
Uptown 
from 45 


announced = in- 
this week in 
houses. The Fair- 
theatres have 
to 50 cents 


Fox 
prices 
and 


way, Tower 


raised matinee 
and 
rhe rates for the Orpheum theatre, already 
The 
circuit also announced higher admissions of 
Most 


prices 
holiday matinees from 65 to 75 cents. 
at this level, will remain unchanged. 


many out-of-town houses increases 


were five cents 


Offers Tape Splicer 
With the 
cording, a 
“Visi-Mag” 
making tape recordings visible, have been 
idded to the line of Norpat Sales, Inc., New 
York, export firm headed by M. D. Faige, 
specializing in theatre and studio equipment. 


use of magnetic re- 
tape splicer, the Carson, and 
solution of iron particles for 


increasing 


Talks to SMPTE Unit 
Dr. J. O. Perrine, assistant vice-president 
of the American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, will deliver a demonstration-lec- 
ture, “New Horizons in Communications,” 
before the Atlantic Coast Section of the So- 
ciety of Motion Picture and Television En- 


gineers in New York, February 2. 
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Columbia 


COVER GIRL: Rita 
it six years ago, just 
Even if business was poor, 
musicals. You'll have plenty 
your patrons go for Technicolor 
Tuesday, Wednesday, January 9, 10. 
State Theatre, Rivesville, W ¢ 


Kelly—I saw 
recently, and again last night 
I still think it’s tops in 
to sell in this reissue if 
musicals. Played 
Ralph Raspa, 


Hayworth, Gene 


GOOD HUMOR MAN: Jack Carson, 
bright—-This show did no business, and 
why It’s slapstick comedy that 
» few who came liked it 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Jan 

E. Massman, Park Theatre, Colum 


Lola Al 


know 


bia Falls, Mout, 

Ball, Eddie Al 
and consider this 
A good comedy 
Monday, December 
Theatre, Columbia 


FULLER BRUSH GIRL: Lucille 
bert—We did satisfactory business 
very desirable small town product 
sores fails us. Played Sunday, 
10, A. E. Massman, Park 
F. wits. Mont. 


JOLSON SINGS AGAIN: 
You readers know that this is a fine 
our business was nothing special to sing 
about. Played Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
mber 12, 13, 14.—A. E. Massman, Park Theatre, 
Cotnmbia Falls, Mont 


Larry Parks, Barbara 


PALOMINO, THE: Jerome Courtland, Beverly Ty 
ler—Doubled with “Captive Girl’ to fine 
Saturday business. Neither I nor my customers 
ever kick about this type of fare Played 
Saturday, December 29, 30.—A. E. Massman, 
Theatre, Columbia Falls, Mont 


Park 


ROGUES OF SHERWOOD FOREST: John Derek, 
Diana Lynn—Typical of its type. A few new twists 
would be appreciated in this type of picture. Acting 
only passable, and in some spots very poor. John 
Derek should take a few dramatic lessons. He has 
looks, but the eerame movie patr¢ more 
than a handsome ce to entertain Wednes 
day, December 6. “red J. Hutchings, Community 
Theatre, Leader, Sask., Canada. 


Eagle Lions Classics 


DESTINATION MOON: John Archer, Warner 
Anderson-—-We played *‘Rocketship XM" ahead of this 
one and no doubt took some of the “gravy” off. But 
it still did above average, and the playdates were not 
the best. I consider it a show worth while showing, 
even on percentage Played Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, December 19, 2), 21.—/ Massman, Park 
Theatre, Columbia Falls, Mont 


FIGHTING STALLION, THE: Bill Edwards, Doris 
Merrick, Don Harvey-—Played this with ‘Forbidden 
Jungle,” which was a good combination and pleased 
all ages. Comments and business good. Played Tues 
day, Wednesday, Thursday, January 2, 3, 4. srazil, 
Jr., New Theatre, Bearden, Ark 


PASSPORT TO PIMLICO: Stanley Holloway, 
Betty Warren—This didn’t do very well zack of 
names and a comedy that tends te be localized in 
appeal. Some very good sound effects. This should 
do well in the districts that have a_ preponderance 

English people Played Friday, December 29. 
Fred J. Hutchings, Community Theatre, Leader, 
Sask., Canada. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


ASPHALT JUNGLE, THE: Sterling Hayden, 
Calhern--The show suited me, but not many came 
This one cost all the “Father of the Bride” 
made. Played Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, De- 

‘5 7 ‘. Massman, Park Theatre, 
‘alls, 


Louis 


cember 5, 


Columbia Mont. 
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REEVE COMMENTS 


Henry Reeve, manager of the Mission 
theatre, Menard, Texas, and president of the 
Texas Theatre Owners, who is widely known 
as an exhibitor leader, writes his comment 
on “The Next Voice You Hear” for the 
benefit of readers of this original department 
in Motion Picture HERALD: 

“Here is a picture that Metro is allocating in 
a low bracket—it has no stars, and needs none. 
James Whitmore does a ‘star’ job, and the same 
goes for each of the cast in his or her own right. 

"The chief thing to remember is not to allow a 
supposed lack of names and modest allocation to 
permit the picture to be wasted. It should by all 
means have preferred time in most places, and the 
ministry, civic and service clubs should be advised, 
as well as schools. It will not let you down, for it 
hits a mark that all thinking people are wonder- 
ing and groping for in these troubled times. 

"Many will say the picture is odd, different, per- 
haps that they did not quite understand it, but its 
message is plain, direct, and it will stay in the 
minds of the audience for a long time after 
they've seen it. 

“While we feel the business side of running this 
film is really secondary in importance, | can assure 
my fellow exhibitors that given proper attention, 
it will match their top grosses and make more 
friends for their theatres than the films they may 
care to compare with it in a financial way.’ 





Williams, Van 
A good 
at least 


DUCHESS OF IDAHO: Esther 
Johnson—Business not up to expectations 
musical, but did not belong in top allocation 
not here Usually Esther Williams’ shows do above 
par, but this one did not Yes, we'll show the next 
one anyhow. Played Sunday, Monday, December 24, 
~ A. E, Massman, Park Theatre, Columbia Falls, 
Mont. 


HAPPY YEARS, THE: Dean 
Hickman—-Not big business but a picture | was happy 
to show. believe our customers were happy to see 
it, too. It’s entertainment oh we supposedly are 
selling Played Sunday, F December 17, 18. 
A. E. Massman, Park Theatre, Columbia Falls, Ment 


MRS. O’MALLEY AND MR. MALONE: Majoric 
Main, James Whitmore—This new comedy team 
brought laughs from start to finish in this merry 
murder mix-up on York 
Whitmore reminds one neer Tracy.) 
Wednesday, January 10. Wiggs, Jr., 
Theatre, Warrenton, N 


NEXT VOICE YOU HEAR, THE: 
more, Nancy Davis—This unusual picture 
appointment at the box office Audience 
but didn’t seem to approve of the picture 


Stockwell, Darryl 


2 
James Warren 


Whit 
was a dis 
enjoyed it 

subject 


January 7, 8 —James 


Warrenton, N 


Monday, 
Theatre, 


God. Played Sunday 


Wiggs, Jr., Warren 
STARS IN MY CROWN: Joel McCrea, 


If I were a female, I might call this a “lovely 

” but I ain’t, so we'll just call it fine. So fine, 
happy r o days Business fine, too. I 
contacted the put noticed no results. Played 
Sunday, Monday, 31, January 1 E 
Massman, Park Theatre, Columbia Falls 


STARS IN MY CROWN: 
This is a picture that is 
extra advertising and be a 
Played Friday, Saturday, January 
Rankin, Rankin Enterprises, Chatham 


WATCH THE BIRDIE: Red Skelton, Arlene Dahl 
It didn’t break any box office records, but it did raise 
the roof with laughter from a fair audience Red 
Skelton is crazy in this fast moving comedy Played 
Tuesday, January 9%.—James Wiggs, Jr Warren 
Theatre, Warrenton, N, C 


Ellen 


Mont, 


Joel McCrea, Ellen Drew 
a credit to the industry 
proud exhibitor 
12, 13.—Harland 
Ont., Canada 


(ave it 


Monogram 
LOST VOLCANO, 


jorie Lord—Another 
cast they could make 
next Played Friday, 
Brazil, Jr., New Theatre, 


Sheffield, Mar- 


THE: Johnny 
With 


good Bomba picture this 
“Bomba and the Jungle Girl” 
Saturday, January 5, 6 


Bearden, Ark 


Paramount 
BRANDED: Alan 


well done and in 
and old 


Mona Freeman -All action, 
Ideal entertainment 
Business exceptionaily good 
outstanding attraction Played Sunday, 
December 31, January 1, ran 
Hollister, Calif 


Ladd, 


lechnicolor 


is an 
Tuesday, 
State Theatre, 


Vesley, 


GREAT LOVER, THE: 
Expected better things 
disappointed. This is 
failed to show a profit 
others, but still was funny 
far as this exhibitor is concerned, Miss 
good Doesn't seem like 
Monday, December 4 
Community Theatre, Leader, Sask., 


LAWLESS, THE: 
This is definitely 
uble bill it 


Rhonda Flem- 


feature, t 
first time 


Bob Hope, 


teature 
some of his 
isn’t 


: Hutchings, 
Canada 
Macdonald Carey, Gail Russell— 
“classy celluloid.”” However, 
satisfy the majority of your 
another of those “lesson” films. Maybe 
customers go for them Played Sunday, Mon- 
January 7, 8—Robert H. Perkms yn Theatre, 


Waodbine, Ky, 
LET’S DANCE: Retty 


musical with lots of 

patrons seem to like musicals, 
Technicolor photography 
Friday, January 11, 12 

Warrenton, N. ¢ 


Hutton, Free 


music, songs and romance 
$0 everybody 


good 


pleased 
James Wiggs, 


Thursday 


Warren, 
MR. MUSIC: Bing 


another picture you can get a big 
in a small town the word-of-mouth 
slow death draws, but the picture 
and will not hold up his is one time we 
the Time magazine critic Played 
Monday, Tuesday, December 24, 25, 26.--Frank 
State Theatre, Hollister, Calif 


THELMA JORDAN: Barbara Stanwyck, 


Corey—This definitely laid an egg 


Crosby, Nancy Here's 
opening on and 
advertising causes 
is only 
agree 
Sunday 
Vesley 


Olson 


Crosby 


Wendell 
here didn't 


(Continued on following page) 





from preceding page) 
but most patrons said it 


niimued 
stay to see the end of it, 
improved toward the end. Slow moving. Miss Stan- 
wyck is always good, but our patrons do not like 
these heavy dramatic offerings. Our box office goes 
lower than usual when we play one of them. Played 
Monday, December 18.—Fred J. Hutchings, Community 
heatre, Leader, Sask., Canada 


Realart 


IT AIN'T HAY: Bud 
was 2 riot and with a 
audience limp Business 
but dropped off the 
go over for you, play it. 
day, January 2 Ralph 
Rivesville, W. Va 


Abbott, Lou Costello—This 
Stooge comedy, left the 
was O.K. the first night 
second. If Abbott and Costello 
Played Tuesday, Wednes 

Raspa, State Theatre 


Republic 


FIGHTING SEABEES: John Wayne, Susan Hay 
ward—This Republic re release of the story of the 
forming of the now famous Seabees drew the patrons 

of excitement and 
was in good y a re- 
Played Wednesday, January James Wiggs, 
Jr.. Warren Theatre, Warrenton, N. C 


ROCK ISLAND TRAIL: 
Mara i 62% of average 
ness x Friday, ~easeongg/ 
A. E Park Theatre, 


SHOWDOWN, THE: Bill 
Here's an exceptionally good 
and not a song in it. N r 
enough so you know 
them as this ayes story Nothing 
overdone, lots of m and excitement. Congratula 
tions to Republic be to B Tl Elliott for a hae picture 
and a fine performance layed Frid Saturday, 
Decem 22, 23.—Frank Vesley, State The atre, Hol- 
lister, Calif 


RKO-Radio 


BRIDE FOR SALE: Claudette 
Young—We played this late, but it 
clever little comedy which everybody 
Mins Colbert aleuys jraws in this cc 
Sunday, December 31.—Marcella Smith 
tre, McArthur, Oh 


CINDERELLA: Walt Disney 
hoped for a r crowd, but 
The kids z of the adult 
Disney at The color 
cellent Though we never pack much money on 
these pictures, everyone is happy when we play one. 
Played Monday, December 25.—Pred J Hutchings, 
Community Theatre, Lea Canada. 


DUMBO: Walt Char ing wie Strictly for the 
juvenile trade. / I would advise 
any exhibi eed to = h be on a special 
kiddie mati Played Saturday, January 5 
6.—Robert H Perki ns, Lynn Theatre, Woodbine, Ky 


DYNAMITE PASS: Tim Holt, Lynne Roberts, 
Richard Martin—A very good Tim Holt western that 
pleased an average crowd. (I expected more.) Too 
bad all westerns aren’t of this caliber. Played Friday, 

5, 6—Ralph Raspa, State Theatre 


Adele 
pe 


Forrest Tucker, 
Friday-Saturday 
December 15, 
Columbia Falls, Mont. 
Elliott, Marie Windsor 

western. Q r 


Massman, 


western 


olbert, Robert 
irew A very 
seemed to enjoy. 
mmunity. Played 
Vinton Thea 


Characters—We had 
were pleased anyway 

loved it. This is 
aol music were ex- 


Sask., 


Disney 
x 


Janet Leigh, Robert 
mistake in only 
easily have stood 


Mitchum 
playing 
up two 


HOLIDAY AFFAIR: 
This drew We mz 4 
me day 


as they rea i 

Mitch mn alway ts his ! Plane el 

Decem e! %.—Mar Smi inton Theatre, Mc 
rthur. Ohio 


Twentieth Century-Fox 


ALL ABOUT EVE: 
Celeste Holm, 


Bette ne Baxter, 
ders. rful picture 
a few unfavor- 

With extra ex- 

us a 

Id. Just 

Played 

December a y 1—James 
Theatre, Warrenton 
AMERICAN GUERILLA aN Les PHILIPPINES: 

Tyrone Pow Mic ie Prelle—Very good che 


— phote oar aphy 


Warren 


es ng to k 
ay, January 
tre, Warrenton, 


FAN, : 
Richard Greene 
pictures have 
seemed satisfied. 
also Richard Greene. 
costume feature. 
Pred J. Hutchings, 
Sask., Canada 


‘Communit 


#% 





Short Product in 


NEW YORK—Week of Jan. 22 
ASTOR: Bow and Arrow... -Columbia 
Cinematographer . 
Feature: Harvey 
CAPITOL: Brooklyn Goes to 
Hollywood ...... 
Daredevils ...- MGM 
Feature: Grounds for Marriage. MGM 
CRITERION: Rabbit of Seville. .Warner Bros. 
Feature: Operation Disaster niversal 
MAYFAIR: Sweden .. Republic 
Mike Fright .... . Monogram 
Lucky Duck .. -20th-Fox 
Feature: Sun Sets at Dawn EL Classics 


Universal 


..... Universal 


First Run Houses 


PARAMOUNT: Sock-A-Bye-Kitty. ..Paramount 


Dobbin Steps Out...............Paramount 

Feature: At War with the Army Paramount 

RIVOLI: Boos in the Night...... 

So You Work in New York 
(March of Time)........ 

Feature: The Mudlark 

ROXY: Three Is a Crowd....... 


Feature: Halls of Montezuma 
STRAND: Ace of Clubs...... 


So You Want to Bea .... 
Handyman .... 


Here We Go.... 
Feature: Dallas 


. Paramount 


. +. -20th-Fox 

.20th-Fox 
. Werner Bros. 
veeessree sss «Warner Bros. 


....-Warner Bros. 
.Warner Bros. 





FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE: Clifton Webb, Joan Ben- 
nett, Edmund Gwenn, Robert Cummings—Will draw 
big for opening but slows down fast. Everybody 
remembers Mr. Belvedere, but unfortunately the 
folks expect him to do the same thing over and 
over again. In this one he is not Mr. Belvedere but 
an angel from Heaven. The picture is_ excellent, 
appeals to most people and those who like it are 
loud in their praises. The mouth to mouth advertising 
after the first day was lacking in effect--result, third 
day’s receipts were only 15% of first day’s receipts. 
Played Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, January 7, 8, 9.— 
Frank Vesley, State Theatre, Hollister, Calif. 


MR. BELVEDERE GOES TO COLLEGE: Clifton 
Webb, Shirley Temple—We waited a long time for this, 
but, frankly, it wasn’t as good as was led to 
believe. Webb is good, but Miss Temple is out of her 
element in dramatic or for that matter any type of 
role. Drew a good crowd. Played Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 27.—Fred J. Hutchings, Community Theatre, 
Leader, Sask., Canada 


MY BLUE HEAVEN: Betty Grable, 
Wonderful! I would say this is the 
Betty ever made. It was almost 
Dailey and Grable ke a good team and I hope 
Fox teams them 3 It drew well and the com- 
ments were all Some people even said they 
would like to go back the next night, which is cer- 

very unusual in this day and age. It is hard 

to get them in once _Bowadays Played Sun- 

Monday, January 7, 8—Marcella Smith, Vinton 
Theatre, McArthur, Ohic 


PRINCE OF FOXES: Tyrone Power, Orson Welles, 
Wanda Hendrix—Lack of color was the big drawback 
in this feature in which we just grossed film rental. 
Very disappointed as thought it would do well. Miss 
Hendrix badly miscast and definitely cannot act. Pic- 
ture did ve up to excitement and dramatic 

Played Monda anuary 1— 
Hutchings, Community Theatre, Leader, 
Canada 


United Artists 


MY DEAR SECRETARY: Laraine Day, Kirk 
Douglas—Those who came seemed to enjoy this. 
Comments were good, but the crowd was rather slim 

ended, as usual, in the red. Priced right 
, December 15.—Fred J. Hutch 
Theatre, Leader, Sask., Canada 


Dan Dailey— 
pest picture 
decent too! 


Community 


Universal 
BLUE LAGOON, THE: Jean Simmons, Donald 


Houston—Lovely color and good pertormance from 
the leads help to provide a dramatic and entertain- 
ing movie iss Simmons excellent. Rather slow 
moving, but the camera plays up the scenic effects 
and the slowness isn’t noticed too much. One of the 
best. Played Friday, January 5.—Fred J. Hutchings, 
Community Theatre, Leader, Sask., Canada. 


DESERT HAWK: Yvonne de Carlo, Richard Greene 

xd action in Technicolor. Some of the dialogue 
z Good entertainment. Did nice mid-week business. 
Plaved Wednesday, Thursday, January 10, 11.—Har- 
and Rankin, Rankin Enterprises, Chatham, Ont., 
Canada 


DESERT HAWK: Yvonne de Carlo, Richard Greene 
1 expected much more from this desert thriller, 
t my competition had “Annie Get our Gun.” 
This pleased them all, though. Played Sunday, Mon 
lay, December 31, January 1.—Ralph Raspa, State 
Theatre, Rivesville, W. Va. 


FRANCIS: Donald O’Connor, Patricia Medina, 
Francis—I have lost my sense of humor! And so has 
audience! I sat there and kept waiting for people 
roaring, and all I heard was a snicker now 

Due to a storm, the lights went out a 

times, which might have dampened the 


I know it did mine. Don’t 
was a very clever comedy, 
was not what I anticipated. 
Played Sunday, Monday, Janu- 
Smith, Vinton Theatre, Mc- 


people’s spirits somewhat. 
misunderstand me, this 
the reaction just 

y it by all means 
15.—Marcella 


Arthur, Ohio. 


Warner Bros. 


BARRICADE: Dane Clark, Raymond Massey, Ruth 
Roman—This show was too brutal and rough to suit 
me. I advertised it for adults, so every kid in town 
had to see it. Business was average and I had no 
kicks from the paying customers. I still insist that a 
producer should keep in mind that kids will see his 
product and that extreme brutality is unnecessary.— 
A. E. Massman, Park Theatre, Columbia Falls, Mont. 


JOHN LOVES MARY: Jack Carson, Ronald Reagan 
—Despite good production values, this still remains 
nothing more than a stage play. It is good for its 
type, but a little too talkative. Performances rather 
good. Some very good comedy. Played Friday, 
cember 22—Fred J, Hutchings, Community Theatre, 
Leader, Sask., Canada. 


KISS IN THE DARK, A: David Niven, Jane Wy- 
man—This was better than expected, with the comedy 
scenes being much appreciated. Miss Wyman is gen- 
erally good in anything she attempts. Our patrons 
liked this a good deal, One of Warner’s best. Played 
Monday, December 11.—Fred J. Hutchings, Com- 
munity Theatre, Leader, Sask., Canada, 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN: Errol Flynn—I thought this 
was swell, but many complained that it was either 
too gory or not western. Business not up to = 
People just don’t go for those “eight men and a 
girl in the wilderness” drama. Played Sunday, Moa- 
day, January 7 .—Ralph Raspa, State Theatre, 
Rivesville, W. Va 


Shorts 
Columbia 


DOPEY DICKS: Stooge 
will wreck my joint one of these days. They 
the kids mad with laughter.—Ralph Raspa, 
Theatre, Rivesville, W. Va. 


30TH ANNIVERSAY SPECIAL: Screen Snapshots 
We had a lot of good comment on this short. Do 
vourself and Columbia a favor.—A, E. Massman, 
Park Theatre, Columbia Falls, Mont 


Comedy—These_screwballs 
drive 
State 


Universal 


THE SPREADING BLACKSMITH’S 
Technicolor Cartune—These Universal 

never have been reissued.—Ralph 
Rivesville, W. Va 


UNDER 
SHOP: Lantz 
cartoons should 
Raspa State Theatre, 


Warner Bros. 


CHARLIE McCARTHY AND MORTIMER SNERD 
IN SWEDEN: Technicolor Special—I advertised this 
the same size as the feature and many came just 
to see this. Yes, the right shorts well advertised 
will sell a lot of tickets during a year.—A. E. Mass- 
man, Park Theatre, Columbia Falls, Mont. 


JUST FOR FUN: Featurette—This shows high- 
lights from several old Keystone Cop comedies, Ben 
Turpin, Bill Bevan, etc. Audience reaction remark- 
able, They scream laughing at these old style comedy 
scenes. You can’t drag the kids home—they want to 
see it again and again. Even I enjoyed it more a 
any series of shorts I have seen in years, 


_ please.—Prank Vesley, State Theatre, Hollister, 
ali 
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Jack Holt 
Dies at 62 


HOLLYWOOD: Jack Holt, veteran motion 
picture actor, died January 18 in the Vet- 
erans Hospital in West Los Angeles. He 
was 62. 

Born Charles John Holt May 31, 1888, at 
Winchester, Va., he was a direct descendant 
of John Marshall, first Chief Justice of the 
United States. 

Mr. Holt studied at the Trinity Prepara- 
tory School in New York and at Virginia 
Military Institute. Abandoning his plan to 
become an engineer, he successively worked 
as a sandhog, an Alaskan prospector, freight 
packer, fur trapper and government mail car- 
rier. He returned to the United States to 
work as a cowboy. 

In 1915, Mr. Holt took a job as a stunt 
man in the motion picture ‘“Salomy Jane.” 
He sustained two broken ribs but found a 
career. He was active in pictures until his 
death. 

Surviving him are a son, Tim Holt, 
Western star, and a daughter 


Stanley W. Hatch 

Stanley W. Hatch, head of the Warner 
home office contract department, died in 
Bronxville, N. Y., January 22. A member 
of the industry since 1920, Mr. Hatch 
joined Warner Brothers in 1938. Surviving 
him are his widow and two sisters. 


also a 


Enrique Friedlander 

Enrique Friedlander, 44, manager of the 
RKO office in Chile, died January 20. Mr. 
Friedlander, a native of Argentina, entered 
the film industry 24 years ago, and in 1944 
was named to the position he held at his 
death. 


Ernest Cossart 

Ernest Cossart, 74, veteran English-born 
actor, died January 21 in New York. Mr. 
Cossart had appeared in plays and motion 
pictures since 1906. Surviving are his 
widow and a daughter. 


Abraham L. Gore 

Abraham L. Gore, 67, pioneer exhibitor 
and co-founder of the circuit which is now 
Fox West Coast, died in Hollywood, Jan- 
uary 22. His widow, a son, a daughter, a 
sister and three brothers survive. 
W. G. Boling 

W.G. Boling, 47, manager of the National 
Theatre Supply Company branch in Char- 
lotte, N. C., died January 23 


File Percentage Suits 
Loew’s and RKO Pictures 
separate percentage suit last week in U. S. 


each filed a 


District Court, Utica, N. Y. Samuel E. 
Rosenblatt and American Theatres, Inc., 
were named defendants in each action. The 
theatres named in the complaints are the 
Lake in Lake George, N. Y., the Catskill 
in Catskill and the Family, Grand and 
Strand in Watervliet. 
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IN NEWSREELS 


MOVIETONE NEWS, No. 7—UN forces ready for 
new attacks in Korea. Acheson hits Red peace 
rejection. Troop transport burns. Fighting in Indo 
China. Nation jeceions civilian defenses. 

MOVIETONE NEWS, No. &—UN_ forces hold line in 

‘orea. Guiekence in Europe. Eric Johnston takes 
defense post. Greek cross ceremony. U. S. steps 
up jet power production. First Film Communion 


breakfast. Sports. 
NEWS OF THE DAY, No. 241—War report from 
blasts Red China cease-fire terms. 


Korea. U. S. 

Speed home front defenses. Chile’s new lumbering 

industry. Blessed event in London zoo. Sports. 

EWS OF THE » No. 22—Truman gives his 

Korean war sidelights. Jet 
fighter production speedup. Liner ‘Independence’ 
debuts. Eisenhower in London. Communion break 
fast for film industry. Sports. 

PARAMOUNT NEWS, No. 44—Baltimore: 
sweeps waterfront. Basketball “fix” shocks 
world. Korea: Report Reds set to launch 
attack. Acheson denounces Peiping regime. 
on eivil defenses 

UNT NEWS, No. 45—Sea beauty in debut 

News in aviation: B-36s, F-% jets. People you're 
reading about: General Collins, General Vandenberg, 
Eric Johnston, General Eisenhower. Sports. 

TELENEWS DIGEST, No. 3-B—Fighting in Korea. 
Kind-to-Cops day in Italy. Local news from 
Puerto Rico, Israel and France. Major de Seversky 
calls for more planes. Train bloodbank. Mexico: 
Desperado captured. 

T NEWS DIGEST, No 4-A 
slavery in Russia. 

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 423—Report from Korea 
Nation’s civil defenses strengthened. Dean Acheson 
bars appeasement of Red China. U. S. carrier re- 
commissioned. Logging in Chile. Railroad blood 


mobile. 

UNIVERSAL NEWS, No. 424—Korea, Truman attacks 
Stalin. B-36 bombers’ flight. New contracts boost 
F.94 jet interceptor production. Sports. 

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 46—War report from 
Korea. Fire destroys S.S. George Washington. 
Family with 18 children. Film stars at Hialeah 
opening. Sports. U. S. civil defense program gets 
going. 

WARNER PATHE NEWS, No. 47 
Europe. Korea battlefront. Washington: Truman 
speaks of elephants and Senators. Lewis, mine 
owners sign new pact. New York City hails super- 
liner Independence. Eric Johnston named new head 
of economy board. Sports. 





views on dictators. 


Fire 
sport 
mass 

Report 


Paris: Report on 


~Eisenhower in 





Legion Approves Nine 
Of 12 New Releases 


The National Legion of 
week approved nine of 12 new 
viewed. In Class A-1, morally unobjection 
able for general patronage was “ 
Meets Scotland Yard.” 
morally unobjectionable for 
given to eight pictures: 
“The Groom Wore Spurs,” 
Highest Mountain,” “The 
Cowboy,” “Short 


this 
films re 


] Jecency 


Counterspy 
A-2 rating, 
adults, was 
3uried Alive,” 
“T’d Climb the 
Redhead and the 
Grass,” “The Steel Hel 
met,” “Tainted” and “Three Desperate 
Men.” In Class B, morally objectionable in 
part for all, were “The Flesh is Weak” be- 
cause of “its light treatment of marriage” 
and “Force of Destiny” because it “tends 
to condone illicit actions.” In Class C, con 
demned, was “The Blue Angel” because it 
“seriously offends Christian and traditional 
standards of morality and decency.” 


Bill in Maine Asks Two 
Operators at All Times 

A bill was recently filed by Representa- 
tive Barry of South Portland in the Maine 
legislature, requiring that all theatres in the 
state employ two licensed motion picture 
operators at all times instead of the present 
one, according to reports from the state house 
at Augusta and the Independent Exhibitors 
of New England in Boston. Another Maine 
bill was for a general sales tax which would 
include candy and popcorn sold in theatres. 
The tax on films playing in the theatres 
would be one per cent of the film rental. 


Class 


N. Y. Union, 
Cireutits Talk 
Pension Plan 


\ committee of New York projectionists 
and representatives of major circuits have 
resumed negotiations on the union-manage- 
ment pension and welfare program agreed 
upon last autumn and which since has come 
before the U. S. Internal Revenue Bureau 
for approval. 

The projectionists Local 306, [ATSE, has 
been anxious to set the plan in motion, but 
because the Bureau lacks precedent in guid- 
ing its decision on whether the plan meas- 
ures up to tax exemption specifications, a 
long delay threatened. The local then de- 
cided to meet again with the circuits’ repre- 
sentatives in an attempt to evolve a plan 
that would not require Government ap- 
proval. 

The basic provisions of the original plan 
are expected to remain intact. They include 
calling for circuits to pay five per 
wage scale of each pro- 
a welfare fund at the rate of 
This includes two-week 


the one 
cent of the basic 
jectionist into 
54 weeks annually. 
vacation relief man. 
Richard F. Walsh, IATSE president, in 
hailing the plan as a forerunner of a gen- 
eral pension movement throughout the in- 
dustry in the United States, said the 306 
plan would supplant the local’s long stand- 
ing welfare program. It is reported that 
current negotiations are expected to produce 
the modifications necessary for immediate 
activation of the plan by this week. 


Alabama Drive-in Circuit 
Files Park-In Counter Suit 


Officials of Drive-in Theatres of Alabama, 
Inc., have filed a $10,000 suit in a counter- 
claim in U. S. District Court in Birming- 
ham, Ala., against Park-In Theatres. This 
is a continuation of the court battle that 
started in 1948 when Park-In originally filed 
a motion for an injunction against the local 
drive-in operators. The firm charged that the 
Alabama theatre owners were violating a 
patent it had on construction of drive-in the- 
atres. The complaint filed last week by the 
Alabama operators asked that the Park-In 
patent be ruled invalid and that they be 
awarded $100,000 because Park-In had been 
“unjustly threatening them with suits.’ 


Columbia to Release Six 
Pictures in February 

Columbia Pictures announced that 
six pictures will be released in February. 
Yesterday” will move into national 
release, followed by “The Harlem Globe- 
trotters,” the story of the famous basketball 
team of the The other four fea- 
tures to be released are “Operation X,” 
“Counterspy Meets Scotland Yard,” “Rev- 
Agent” and a Western, “Ridin’ the 
Trail.” 
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INDEPENDENT FILM BUYERS 
REPORT ON PERFORMANCE 


Product which has played their theatres since May 15 is evalu- 


ated herewith by film buyers of U. S. independent circuits. This 


report covers 101 attractions and 8,320 playdates. 


Titles run alphabetically. Numerals refer to the number of en- 
gagements on cach attraction reported. The tabulation is cumula- 
tive, embracing additional ratings with those published in the 34 
preceding issues of the Herarp. Dagger (+) denotes attractions 
published for the first time. Asterisk (*) indicates attractions 
which are listed for the last time. 

EX means Excellent; AA—Above Average; AV—Average; 
BA—Below Average; PR—Poor. 


THE FILM BUYER'S RATING 


EX AA AV BA 


Abott and Costello in the Foreign 
Legion (U.I.) 2: #2 2a 


All About Eve (20th-Fox) 35 23 49 17 
All Quiet on the Western Front (Realart) - 3 2 4 
American Guerrilla in the Philippines 

(20th-Fox) SS. 7 & 
Between Midnight and Dawn (Col.) - - 6 
Black Rose, The (20th-Fox) 42 63 55 
Born to Be Bad (RKO Radio) 3 13 
Branded (Para.) 9 5 
Breaking Point, The (W.B.) 18 
Breakthrough (W.B.) 26 
Broken Arrow (20th-Fox) 37 


Cariboo Trail, The (20th-Fox) él 
City Lights (U.A.)} I 
Convicted (Col.) 13 
Copper Canyon [(Para.) 64 
County Fair (Mono.) 10 


Dalles (W.B.) 2 
Dark City (Para.) | 
Deported (U.!.) - 
Desert Hawk (U.!.) 63 
Destination Moon (E.L.C.) 28 
Devil's Doorway (MGM) 46 
Dial 1119 (MGM) 3 
*Duchess of Idaho (MGM) 


Edge of Doom (RKO Radio} 
Emergency Wedding (Col.) 


Fancy Pants (Para.) 

Fireball, The (20th-Fox) 

*Flame and the Arrow, The {W.B.) 
For Heaven's Sake (20th-Fox) 
Frenchie (U.1.) 

Fuller Brush Girl, The (Col.) 
Furies, The (Para.) 


Glass Menagerie, The (W.B.) 
*Gunfighter, The (20th-Fox)} 


tHalls of Montezuma (20th-Fox) 
Harriet Craig (Col.) 

Harvey (U.1.) 

High Lonesome (E.L.C.) 

Hit Parade of 1951 (Rep.) 

I'll Get By (20th-Fox) 

In a Lonely Place (Col.) 


Jackpot, The (20th-Fox) 


48 


Kansas Raiders (U.I.) 
King Solomon's Mines (MGM) 
Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye (W.B.) 


Lady Without a Passport, A (MGM) 
Last of the Buccaneers (Col.) 
*Lawless, The (Para.) 

Let's Dance (Para.) 

Life of Her Own, A (MGM) 

Louisa (U.I.) 


Mad Wednesday (RKO Radio) 

Men, The (U.A.) 

Milkman, The (U.I.) 

Miniver Story, The (MGM) 

Mrs. O'Malley and Mr. Malone (MGM) 
Mister 880 (20th-Fox) 

Mr. Music ( Para.) 

My Blue Heaven (20th-Fox) 

*My Friend Irma Goes West [Para.) 
Mystery Submarine (U.1.) 


Never a Dull Moment (RKO Radio) 
Next Voice You Hear, The (MGM) 
No Way Out (20th-Fox) 


Our Very Own (RKO Radio) 


Pagan Love Song (MGM) 
Panic in the Streets (20th-Fox) 
Petty Girl (Col.) 

Pretty Baby (W.B.) 


Right Cross (MGM) 
Rio Grande (Rep.) 
Rocky Mountain (W.B.) 


Saddle Tramp (U.I.) 
Samson and Delilah (Para) 
Shakedown (U.I.) 
Showdown, The (Rep.) 
Sleeping City, The (U.I.) 
Stella (20th-Fox) 

Summer Stock (MGM) 
Sunset Boulevard (Para.)} 


Tea for Two (W.B.) 

tThree Husbands (U.A.) 

Three Little Words (MGM) 
Three Secrets (W.B.) 

To Please a Lady (MGM) 

Toast of New Orleans (MGM) 
Tripoli (Para.) 

Two Flags West (20th-Fox) 

Two Weeks—With Love (MGM) 


Undercover Girl (U.I.) 
Union Station (Para.) 


Walk Softly, Stranger (RKO Radio) 
tWatch the Birdie (MGM) 

West Point Story, The (W.B.) 

When You're Smiling (Col.) 

Where Danger Lives (RKO Radio) 
*Where the Sidewalk Ends (20th-Fox) 
*Winchester ‘73 (U.I.) 

Woman on the Run (U.1.) 

Wyoming Mail (U.1.) 
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An International Association Motion Picture Showmen — Walter Brooks, Director 


There 5 Opportunity in Small Towns for Showmen 


ONG man wise in the 
people and places, told us that three 
things in every town should belong to 

the community—the theatre, the hotel and 

the newspaper. He meant, of course, they 
should serve the community. 

We have two on our lists who have ac- 
complished this result, to a large degree. 
August C. Berkholtz, owner and manager 
of two theatres in West Bend, Wisconsin, 
population 5,452, is also the owner of the 
Mermac Theatre Hotel, with 50 rooms, and 
radio station WBKYV, operating on 1470 ke. 
“Augie” has been a member of the Rouna 
Table since 1931. 

Also, we have an old friend and neighbor 
back home, Larry Woodin, who has two 
theatres in Wellsboro, Pa., population 3,665, 
is interested in the operation of the Penn- 
Wells Hotel, which has 100 rooms for tour- 
ists, and up until recently, was sole owner of 
radio station WCBA, in nearby Corning, 
N. Y., which covers his trading area “like a 
tent.” But Larry has sold his station to a 
syndicate of local people, so it is a truly 
community-owned enterprise. 

There could be many other instances of 
similar character, across the nation, and 
mostly in small towns. The home town news 
paper is likely to be a good investment, in 
this new development of merchandising mo- 
tion pictures. Radio is a combination of the 
atre and newspaper, through modern in- 
vention. There are many small town news- 
papers that would respond wonderfully to a 
certain infiltration of showmanship. 

It’s pretty well known that our own idea 
of social security is to go back to a small 
town theatre, returning to the routines we 
learned forty years ago, and enjoying the 
genuine pleasures of life in a small com- 
munity, where everybody is a friend. And 
in the years that have elapsed, the small 
town theatre manager has acquired a much 
better chance—you can live comfortably and 
well as a theatre manager in a town of less 
than five thousand population. 

There’s a job to be done in small com- 


AGO, a ways of 
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OPERATION COPY-CAT 


We recall an anecdote, told many years 
ago when "Trader Horn" was a big success 
in theatres. A second-string producer, 
putting together African film Clips out of 
laboratory vaults, had assembléd a pitture, 
and he paused to ask his associates, "What 
shall we call it, ‘Trader What' ''? 

Now, we're having an epidemic of titles 
that look alike, too much alike, for the 
profitable operation of theatres at the 
point of sale. The public can't tell which 
one of several films they've seen, much less 
the one they want to see. 

It's unfair to good pictures, and de- 
cidedly unfair to the manager in the field 
who hopes to obtain a maximum value at 
the box office. Folks won't know which 
“operation you're talking about, with 
"Operation Disaster" coming up, and 
"Operation X" in the offing, when we al- 
ready have "Operation Pacific." 

It looks as though we were in for an 
Es of titles beginning with the 
phrase, "| Am a " so, if three or five 
such titles hit your marquees, blame those 
who pick the titles in the first place. It 
resembles insufficient thinking, and requires 
an excessive amount of showmanship, to 
overcome a self-imposed obstacle. 

We have struggled through a succession 
of "City" films, and we hope you didn't 
have to play more than one that had a 
similar title. Your opposition probably 
played another—and the result is 'Oper- 
ation SNAFU"—situation all fouled up! 





munities—one that’s not being done too well 
in many of the 8,000 or more situations 
where there is but one theatre to serve a 
community. Frankly, we think that field of 
theatre management is where the real op- 
portunities are, today, and especially for 
anyone who has grown up in this business, 


a We like the spirit of Tom S. Graff, 
young manager of the Grand theatre, 


Pollock Pines, California, who joins the 
Round Table with that he is a 
showman. His theatre, ‘the one and only” 
in Pollock Pines, seats 499 in a town of 
1,000 population. He states his “position 
held” as “just about everything’—and we 
can see that he really goes aftér business. 
He prints and circulates 4,250 monthly pro- 
grams, and he gets out his own “Shopping 
News’’—a little four-page newspaper for the 
mutual benefit of merchants and the 
theatre, which obviously fills a void. Here 
is a manager who is working closely with his 
fellow business men along Main Street, and 


evidence 


local 


is reaching out into the countryside tor new 
business to help his community. 


oO 


Harry Wiener, manager of Schine’s 


j Eckel theatre, Syracuse, obtained a 
fine publicity break in the rotogravure sec 
tion of the Sunday Post Standard, with a 
layout of pictures madé by a newspapet 
photographer at a regular Saturday morning 
Riding Club, 
which is sponsored locally by Sears, Roe 
buck & Co. Proof in itself that the news 
paper 1s interested when 
an event has an advertising sponsor 
the resulting photographs are newsworthy. 

Incidentally, we would like to have reports 
from the field as to experience with infra 


matinee of his Roy Rogers 


even more such 


and 


red photography, which permits candid shots 
to be made in the dark theatre without any 
flash And tried 
making photographs of patrons, as a lobby 
stunt, with the Polaroid Land camera, which 
delivers the print in two minutes? We saw 
a reference to something on this order, done 
recently in a hotel, and it seemed that it 
could be worked in a theatre lobby, with 
immediate and not too costly promotion or 
exploitation results, as a novelty. 
—Walter Brooks 


visible how many have 





Window Displays 
Provide Cost-Free 
Advertising Space 


YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD MERCHANT is generally grateful 
for the opportunity to tie in with a good motion picture as 
an idea for his window display. And you get preferred position, 
along Main Street, at no cost except the necessary energy 
and cooperation. Moreover, many stores are skillful in the 
art of design, to bring out the best you have to offer. 


At right, one of the many window tieups aranged by 
Ray Meyer, manager of the new Midtown theatre in Phila 
delphia, for the world premiere of "The Goldbergs. 


Below, Dan Reddon, manager of John-Ham 
theatre, Seattle, shows one of the department s 
he obtained for ‘Pagan Love Sc 


e c Adler Shoe stores for 
Branded’ at the New York Paramount. 





for event 


and wedding W. T. Hastings, manager of the RKO Orpheum theatre, 
Denver, promoted this attractive three-dimensional window. 
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Exploitation SHOWMEN IN ACTION 


Clinics For 
Small Towns 


Willis Shaffer, city manager for Fox Mid- 
west theatres in Hutchinson, Kansas, and 
multiple Quigley Award winner, sends us a 
report on the first of a series of showman- 
ship clinics which Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
has launched for the benefit of small town 
theatres. The first meeting was held at An- 
thony, Kansas, and Willis was one of the 
speakers, presenting his sample campaign 
on “The Next Voice You Hear.” 

The program was arranged by Woody 
Sherill, Metro salesman for the territory, 
who secured the cooperation of independent 
exhibitors and managers from the leading 
circuits represented in the area. Bernie 
Evens, Metro exploitation man in the Kan- 
sas City office, was present and spoke on 
merchant tieups, Jay Wooten, of Liberal, 
Kansas, had “Good Will and Public Rela- 
tions” as his topic, while Walter Bollinger, 
of Nickerson, Kansas, told of school and 
church tieups. “Individual Selling” was the 
subject of a talk by Robert Walker, of 
Fruita, Colo. 

“Exploitation Stunts” were discussed by 
Ted Sheahon, of Peabody, Kansas, and 
“Newspaper Advertising” by J. D. King, of 
Lawrence, Kansas. A screening was con- 
ducted by Dale Danielson, of Russel, Kan- 
sas, and a representative of National Screen 
Service talked on accessory advertising. 
Many of these are members of the Round 
Table and friends of long standing. The 
meeting was in the nature of a test by 
M-G-M and will set the pattern for other 
small town clinics to follow. All credit for 
the innovation goes to Metro’s salesmen. 


Boosts Community Merchants 

Douglas W. Mellott, manager of the Nay- 
lor theatre in Washington, D. C., has a co- 
operative ad page in the Courier, shopping 
newspaper of the southeast corner of the 
city. Merchants appreciate efforts which 
encourage residents to patronize stores in 
the community area. 


Harry Unterfort, Schine circuit executive, 
seated, works out plans with Harry A. Wiener, 
manager of the Eckel theatre, Syracuse, in 
one of their frequent inter-office meetings. 
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Herman Berlin, manager of the Laurelton 
theatre, Laurelton, L. I., sold four ads on the 
back page of his little throwaway for “A 
Life of Her Own,” netting $40 from local 
merchants who like Lana Turner. 


Ken Hoel, of the Harris Amusement Co., 
in Pittsburgh, ran a cartoon ad kidding the 
recent snow fall, and getting audiences for 
“All About Eve” in spite of heavy drifts. 


Brad Messer, manager of the Burley and 
Orpheum theatres, Burley, Idaho, joins the 
Round Table with the comment: “That ‘711 
Ocean Drive’ won’t let anyone down that 
builds it up.” 


G. C. Beasley, manager of the Strand the- 
atre, Memphis, Bob Lesley, and John Grab- 
er, staff artist, missed no opportunity in 
their campaign for “I’ll Get By.” 

v 

Maurice Druker, manager of Loew’s State, 
Providence, lists the details of a campaign 
for “King Solomon’s Mines,” which is 
in the record as “mission accomplished. 


v 
J. Boyle and M. Pysyk, that team from 
Norwich, Conn., report their planned exploi- 
tation for “Kim” at Loew’s Poli theatre, 
and it takes 27 items to record it. 
v 
John W. Farr, manager of the Odeon the- 
atre, North Sydney, Nova Scotia, breaks out 
in verse to write a letter to Santa Claus in 
behalf of Odeon gift tickets for Christmas. 


Bill Hayes, manager of the Empress the- 
atre, Norwalk, Conn., presented a_ local 
“Cavalcade of Dancing,” with students of a 
local dance school, for “Let’s Dance.” 

¥ 

John Scanlon, manager of the Warner 
theatre, Torrington, Conn., is running a 
series of Thursday night amateur talent re- 
vues on stage, in addition to regular film 
programs, with winners getting prizes. 

v 

Dick Feldman, manager of Schine’s Para- 
mount theatre, Syracuse, extended invita- 
tions to men answering to “Harvey’”—fore 
or aft—at a special preview. Said “the line 
forms right behind ‘Harvey.’ ” 


v 
Neal Lloyd, manager of the Ord theatre, 
Ordway, Colorado, joins the Round Table 
with samples of his promotion for theatre 
and the Ordway Chamber of Commerce. 


v 
Nick Brickatzs, manager of the Garde 
theatre, New London, Conn., advertising a 
double bill as “Double Your Money’s Worth 
of Entertainment,” in newspaper space. 


John I. Cioroianu, manager of the Or- 
pheum theatre, Elkhart, Ind., sends copies 
of co-op heralds and good newspaper ad- 
vertising which pleased Chick Tompkins, 
district supervisor for his circuit. 


Kenneth J. Sniffin, manager of the Cres- 
cent theatre, Dalton, Ga., is a new Round 
Table member with experience in ]6-milli- 
metro photography, which he could use 
profitably as exploitation. 

v 

Clifton L. Harkey, manager of the Caro- 
lina theatre, Allendale, S. C., does a show- 
manly job for his theatre, and boosts his 
tourist town, with rural postings. 

v 

Edgar Lynch, manager of the Roger 
Sherman theatre, New Haven, introduced 
something new in publicity pictures in a 
newspaper layout—some nice white-space, 
captioned “Portrait of Harvey.” 

v 

Kansas City Star for Sunday, January 
14th, carried a half-page ad for the area pre- 
miere of Paramount’s “The Great Missouri 
Raid” with listings of theatre playdates in 
four states and personal appearances. 

v 

Bill Reisinger had two boys on the street 
with a large camera, asking passers-by to 
“Watch the Birdie” and handing out adver- 
tising for the picture at Loew’s theatre, Day- 
ton, with guest tickets for lucky ones. 


Sam Gilman had a clever lobby set-up to 
advertise the test engagement of “Mrs. 
O’Malley and Mr. Malone” at Loew’s Har- 
risburg theatre. Cartoon heads of Marjorie 
Main and James Whitmore pointed up a 
“guarantee to keep them laughing.” 


Karl Sutherland, manager of the Von- 
castle theatre, Greencastle, Ind., had ingen- 
ious walking street-ballyhoos for his big 
pictures during the Christmas season. 

v 

Gene Pleshette, manager and Henry 
Spiegel, publicist, for the Brooklyn Para- 
mount theatre, set a co-op page in the New 
York Post, underwritten by local dance stu- 
dios, as promotion for “Let’s Dance.” 

v 

Larry Levy, manager of Loew’s Colonial 
theatre, Reading, Pa., turned in a complete 
campaign for “King Solomon's Mines” with 
Ed Gallner, for M-G-M, cooperating. 

v 

Roy O. Prytz, manager of the Granada 
theatre, Duluth, Minn., found a friendly 
priest who helped him reach a Catholic audi- 
ence for “Edge of Doom.” Through his ef- 
forts, the picture was recommended in Cath- 
olic churches. 


John S. Brunette, manager of the new 
Studio theatre in San Jose, California, sends 
tear sheets showing pictures of his new 
house and a cooperative page in two colors. 


v 
R. Harvey, manager of the Capitol thea- 
tre, North Bay, Ont., runs a camera con- 
test in conjunction with his “Movie Club” 
and Children’s Matinee, with prizes for the 
best pictures, and a sponsored radio tie-in. 
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Breaks Its Own Record 
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New Theatre Attraction 
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Ly Popular 
Demand! 


GOOD FILMS DESERVE TO BE SHOWN 
AGAIN ... HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO 
SEE “THE BEST LIKED PICTURES OF 
THE YEAR.” 
Our audiences loved them when we 
~ presented them and 

when you catch up with them 


during our ALL-REQUEST WEEK 
SUN. & MON., JAN. 7-8 
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Newspaper copy which W. Ray Gingell, 
manager of the Hiser theatre, Bethesda, Md., 
used to sell his program of the best pictures 
of the year, in suburban Washington, D. C. 


Fabian Brooklyn Theatres To 
Use "Electronic Recruiter" 
Johnny Burke, 
Brooklyn theatres, 
gadget 
which 


publicist for Fabian 
sends us the details on a 

General Electric 
to the Army, and used 
lobby of the Fox theatre in Brooklyn, 
as exploitation for “Breakthrough.” A large 
Jackie Dodger 


was wired for 


devised by Co. 
was loaned 
in the 
photograph of Robinson, 
baseball player, sound in such 
that 
the mat in front of it contact for 
playback in which Jackie 
spoke for the picture, and 
The special stunt was 


way as soon as anybody stepped on 
, they made 
i tape recorder 
Robinson's voice 
for Army enlistment 


a tremendous interest-getter 


Saies Manager Stars In Film 


Andy W. 
looking 


Smith, Jr., popular and good 
vice president and 
20th Century-Fox, made an un- 
precedented appearance on 215 motion pic- 
screens when he starred in a film trailer 
shown at “Exhibitor Family’ 
“I'd Climb the Highest Mountain.” 


general sales 


‘r ot 


ture 
previews of 





HENRY 
ARIAS 


PURCHASING AGENT 
Foreign and Domestic 
Film Distribution 
729 7th Ave., N. Y. 19, N. Y., Circle 5-4574 


Serving the Ind: Cae 913. Popettations in Any Language 


LE: HENARIAS, W. 
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Small Town 
Co-Op Page 


Howard F. Meyers, manager of the Val- 
encia theatre, Macon, Mo., sends a good ex- 
ample of a small town cooperative ad page, 
which runs once a month with the help and 
assistance of the Macon Chronicle-Herald. 
The town has a population of 4,000 and this 
is a daily paper, so you can see that it is not 
all as easy as it looks. But everybody is 
pleased with this result, in which 15 local 
merchants sponsor the advertising page. 

The theatre gives passes to each adver- 
tiser, who in turn gives them to out-of-town 
customers, who usually come in with a car 
load of people. The advertising manager of 
the paper picks one picture each month that 
appeals to him as the best idea for a co-op 
page. This one is a natural, for “Jackpot.” 
The theatre itself gets a streamer across the 
top, and a two-column ad mat, contained in 
the body of the page. Everybody 
be happy about the whole thing, and it’s a 
good deal. 


seems to 


Heavy Snow Inspires 
Sculptured "Harveys" 


Jim Carey, manager of Loew’s theatre, 
Evansville, Ind., out where the snow is deep, 
was inspired when he launched a local con- 
test to build rabbits instead just 
snow men, with prizes for the best replica 
of “Harvey” in visible form, sculped out of 
the white stuff by eager beavers who like to 
play. The Evansville Courier went along 
with the idea, and offered a $25 prize for the 
largest and most original snow rabbit, quali- 
fying the rules to say that what “Harvey” 
really looked like is anybody’s guess, except 
Jimmy Stewart’s, 


snow 


of course. 


New Member Proves 
He's a Showman 


Ray FE. Leveque, manager of the Albert 
theatre, Berlin, N. H., the Round 
Table and sends pictures to prove his show- 
manship. He shows good use of poster cut- 
outs in lobby and front display, especially a 
pictorial on ‘Joan of Arc,” which he mount- 
ed across two exit doors. This gave him a 
prominent double spread, opening against 
traffic. For “Baron of Arizona” he used 
bulletin board with “Wanted” and 
had a made-up 24-sheet outside at sidewalk 
level. 


Opening of the "Carib" 
Moves Wometco Managers 

Sonny Shepherd becomes managing di- 
rector of the new Carib theatre, along with 
the Miami and the Lincoln, and moves his 
offices to the new theatre, which proves it 
must be something extra, even for Miami. 
Tom Rayfield will be manager of the Carib, 
and Larry Cotzin his assistant. Earl Christy 
has been promoted to assistant to Ed May 
at the Lincoln, and Tim Tyler will be man- 
ager of the Miami, with Jack McKinnor as 
his assistant. 


joins 


posters, 
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g Our British mail loaded with Christmas 
greetings and best wishes for the New 
Year, all of which are vastly appreciated, with 
our sincere thanks. ... G. LeoroL_p, manager of 
the Ritz cinema, Market Harborough, sends a 
package of photographs and publicity promo- 
tions, with this comment: “Having regard to 
the multiplicity of restrictions, represent much 
hard work in circumvention and execution, keep 
ing within very tight limits of permissible ex- 
penditures.” But he converted his marquee into 
a full-rigged sailing ship, and had a real bar- 
rage balloon as a sky ballyhoo, which is some- 
thing for our next British picture page. 
H. Crayron-Nvutt, manager of the Br 
cinema, Eccles, showing his exhibit on “Father 
of the Bride,” which attracts more than usual 
attention in the mail, since it’s impregnated with 
the perfume of “Turlene” beauty soap! Le 
also encloses samples of song sheets handed out 
at children’s matinee, sponsored by the National 
Savings Committee . Miss Liry Warr sends 
samples of showmanship that closed the old year 
at the Odeon theatre, Coatbridge, Lanarkshire 
She was inspired by a packet of “Lofty Peak” 
home baking flour on her kitchen shelf, to com 
plete a cooperative advertising idea for “The 
White Tower.” Old Age Pensioners enjoyed 
a visit to her Saturday Morning Club with 
“coffee in the circle” while watching the show 
Children were treated to chocolate and_ ice 
cream S.Brooks, manager of the 
Empire theatre, Cardiff, had some Welsh In 
dians (he says) as street ballyhoo for “Two 
Flags West” and “our little squaw, a young 
cashier, won applause.” . . . W. A. CLARKE, 
manager of the Regal cinema, Hackney, used an 
over sized Christmas Card to sell “Three Little 
Words.” Joun A, Dixon, manager of the 
Regal cinema, Chesterfield, had a 30-minute 
stage show with 26 dancers from a local ballet 
school as a Christmas attraction for 1,900 chil- 
dren, each of whom was given an apple, orange 


and ice cream. 

qg Ronatp A. Lee, special publicity man 
ager for the Empire theatre, London, 
sends his report on the campaign in support of 
the premiere of “King Solomon’s Mines” and a 
bundle of photos to prove how it was handled, 
in deluxe style, with lovely models, real Afri 
cans and live animals, on display. Up to the 
measure of Metro’s show window in London 
A publicity campaign on “Mr. Music” is sub 
mitted by the Managers’ Training School, from 
the Gaumont theatre, Finchley, with no names 
attached, and therefore not eligible for Quigley 
Awards, but containing some interesting photos 
for our British picture page CHARLES 
SMITH, manager of the Regent theatre, Brigh- 
ton, rubber-stamped old orchestral music sheets 

as low-cost throwaways for “Mr. Music.” 
Percy FREEDMAN, manager of the Pavilion 
cinema, Birmingham, had a good marquee dis 
play for “Annie Get Your Gun” and a co-op 
tieup with co-op stores, ... Joun R. WILKIN- 
SON, manager of the New Coliseum cinema, 
Whitley Bay, had two photos on our last Brit 
ish picture page and will do it again, next time 
Heaton, manager of the Regal cinema, 
Severley, submits his campaign on “Let's Go to 

the Pictures” and British Film Festival 
S. L. Sate, manager of the Granada cinema, 
Dover, sends us samples of his showmanship 


Iway 


v v 





British Round Table 


; Watty Rocers, manager of the Lido cin- 
ema, Bolton, pleased with the telegram he re 
ceived from Abbott & Costello . G. J. Pain, 
manager of the Gaumont theatre, Glasgow, had 
his Christmas tree trimmed first, with gifts for 
children and again, with promotion for “Let's 
Go to the Pictures.” ARTHUR LowkrIz, man 
ager of the Ritz cinema, Hastings, built a walk 
ing “snow man” as ballyhoo and lobby attrac 
tion for the youngsters D. Pavey, man 
ager of the Odeon theatre, Herne Bay, had a 
cooperative newspaper page of “Paramount” 
importance to advertise “Sunset Boulevard.” 

R. Parsons, manager of the Royalty cin 
ema, Birmingham, had a Christmas party for 
physically detective children. . . . J. A. Brown, 
manager of the New Victoria cinema, Edin 
burgh, submits one of the first full campaigns 
on “The Mudlark” to reach this desk, and says 
the picture was well liked in Scotland 


v v 
a R. J 
Savoy Swindon, and a new 


CRABB, 

cinema, 
comer to the Round Table, found six Americat 
servicemen who actually served on the island of 
Iwo Jima, had the kind permission of their 
Commanding Officer to entertain them, with a 
fine caterer sponsoring a lunch, and one of the 
men on stage each evening during the run of 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” for an interview. Result 
terrific publicity, cost nil! His “Find the Let 
ter” contest placed fourteen missing letters in 
as many cooperative windows, it spelled prizes 
for winners who saw them all \. GRAY 
manager of the Super cinema, Oxford, provides 
a package of his showmanship as entries for the 
Quigley Awards... . T. C. Buttle, assistant 
manager of the Ritz cinema, Oxford, 
nice compliment in the letter enclosed with his 
campaign on “The Minniver Story.” R 
FeLTon, manager of the Odeon theatre, Wolver 
hampton, sends a copy of his program, with a 
picture of this interesting theatre on the cover, 
and staff pictures, “at your service” inside 
L. H. T. Hopson, manager of the Rex cinema, 
Stratford, also prints a group picture of the 
theatre staff, as an added argument for “Let's 
Go to the Pictures GeorGe BERNARD, man 
ager of the Carlton cinema, Norwich, won the 
fifty-pound “first prize for Great Britain” in 
Columbia’s “Jolson Sings Again” contest, be 
sides being a quarterly winner for the Quigley 
Awards in New York. Lesiie J. Lyons, man 
ager of the Regal cinema, Warwickshire, ad 
vertising “744 seats on ‘Rocketship X-M’ at 
prices from 10d, to 2/4, sailing Thursday, Fri 
day and Saturday.” FRANK Lewis, man 
ager of the Palace cinema, Ammanford, Wales, 
had a 50-foot Christmas tree, the gift of Lord 
and Lady Dynevor, and free buns, cakes and 
toffee for 900 children. S. V. Murpock 
manager of the Corona cinema, Liverpool, says 
his staff “worked so enthusiastically and im 
provised so cleverly” in obtaining exploitation 
results for “Destination Moon.” 


assistant Manager of the 
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POSITIONS WANTED 


USED EQUIPMENT 


SEATING 





MANAGER 2 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE. ALL 
ases of operation. Available New York City or 
‘orth Jersey Metropolitan area. Box 2509, MOTION 
PICTURE HERALD. 





MANAGER, 2% YEARS’ EXPERIENCE ALL 
phase operation South or Southwest. Box 230, 
MOTION PICTURE HERALD. 





TOP GRADE MIDDLE AGED MANAGER, VET- 
eran. Excellent references. Box 2511, MOTION PIC- 
TURE HERALD 





YOUNG MAN WITH FIVE YEARS’ THEATRE 
experience desires position as assistant manager or 
relief manager. Prefers or Connecticut. 


Yew York 
Box 216, MOTION PICTURE HERALD. 


N 





THEATRES 





FOR SALE: DRIVE-IN THEATRE SO MILES 
from New York City. 300 units, $26,000. Selling to 
dissolve partnership. Reply to PAUL BOUGHTON, 
Farm Broker, Warwick, N. Y. 





WANTED: THEATRE BUILDING, METROPOLI- 
tan center, reasonable (need finance), for non-partisan 
gospel church. The gospel of the Kingdom is upon 
us Sincere orrespondence solicited BOX 2514, 
MOTION PICTURE HERALD 





OVER 60 SEATS 
ily wmecreasing bu 
city ve 


10,000 7 
MOTION PICTURE 


AIR-CONDITIONED, STEAD 
s Only thea South Florida 
lation. $40,( 

HERALD. 





NEW EQUIPMENT 





SELLING THESE BELOW DEALERS’ COST— 
Just a few left. New 1 kw ares, rectifiers and 8 tubes 
5 y 70 amp. arcs, rectifiers and 12 
S. CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 


tubes 5 i oO 
» . New York 19. 


oH WwW 





GET 2% MORE LIGHT WITH NEW COATED 

a I pered Masonite Marquee Letters 

amp. rectifier 

85c gal.; tractive lighting 

7 O. S. CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 
, New York 19. 








STAR'S VALUES ARE BEST! CHANGEOVERS 
with foot hes, $39.75; sound lenses, $12.75; film 
tion; photocells, $3.50; rectifier bulbs, | 
guaranteed 1500 hours; white plas- 
33c foot. STAR CINEMA SUPPLY, | 
St., New York 19 | 





PRINTING SERVICE 


WINDOW CARDS, PROGRAMS, HERALDS 
qhawe-eton printing. CATO SHOW PRINTING CO., 


Cato, N 


STAR’S PRICES ARE LOWEST! DeVRY XD 
projectors, complete, rebuilt, $545; Powers mechanisms, 
rebuilt, $105; Holmes Edncators, rebuilt, $525; Simplex 
Speaker System, complete $85; A Soundheads, com- 
plete, $75 pair; 60 ampere rectifiers, 8 tubes, like new, 

235 pair; Griswold splicers, $13.95; Series II lenses, 
$35 pair. fhat do you need? STAR CINEMA 
SUPPLY, 441 W. SOth St., New York 19. 





V TYPE FACTORY BUILT NEON MARQUEE. 
25x12 built in sections. Finest best looking marquee 
in South Georgia. Made of metal and stainless steel. 
Beautiful job, cost $3,750, 2% years ago. Reason bought 
out competitor’s closed theatre also other equipment 
cheap. Come make offer. E. J. HUNTER, Colquitt, 
3a. 





BUY NOW AND SAVE $$$. MUST “UP” THESE 
prices 10% effective February 15th. Holmes Edu- 
cators $550: DeVry XD $595. These are dual equip- 

including 2000’ magazines, lenses, amplifier, 

rebuilt like new. Time deals available. 

: 2 DeVry suitcase 2000 projectors complete, 

excellent, $395. S. O. S. CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 
604 W. 52nd St., New York 19. 





USED EQUIPMENT FOR SALE, NO DEALERS. 
200 seats, turnstile, ticket box, 2-7 ft. high fans, 2-16 
inch fans, picture sheet, monitor, display cases, etc. 
Can be seen by appointment. A. LANDOW, 108 
Beachway, Keansburg, N. Tel. KE 6-0081. 





STUDIO EQUIPMENT 





WANTED: 16MM AND 35MM MOTION PICTURE 
production equipment. Send your listing for our liberal 
cash offer. We want Mitchells, Moviolas, Tripods, 
laboratory and editing equipment. See us first for best 
used equipment purchases. THE CAMERA MART 
INC., 70 W. 45th St., New York. 





CAMERA DOLLIES WITH TWO SEATS, $242.50; 
Houston KIA 16mm reversal processor, incomplete, 
requires repairs, $995; Blimp Celotex sponge rubber 
$95; Duplex 35mm sound and picture step printer with 
light changer, $1395; Neumade 12 section 35mm Fire- 
tite film cabinet, regularly $138, $109.50; MR 2000W 
spots on stands, $151.51; new 16mm sound and picture 
printer $106.50; Zoomar 16mm lens, original cost $1800, 
$995; Depue 35/l6mm RCA type sound reduction 
printer, worth $7500, $3495; Sensational New Bridga- 
matic Jr. 16mm developing machines (incl. tax) $1175; 
Auricon Sound Cinevoice, demonstrator. $555; Eyemo 
35mm spider turret news cameras, $495; background 
process outfit with motion picture projector, arc lamp, 
Selsyn motors, lenses, 15’ x 20’ screen, $4995. Send for 
catalog Sturelab Supplement. S. . S. CINEMA 
SUPPLY CORP., 604 W. 52nd St., New York 19. 





DRIVE-IN EQUIPMENT 





DRIVE-INS—ORDER NOW 
plete 35mm 

cable $65; marquee letters 35c up. 
Write for details. S O. S CINEMA 
604 W. S2nd St., New York 19. 


-OPEN EARLY, COM- 
5; #14—2 underground 
Time deals invited. 
SUPPLY CORP., 





COMPLETE SEATING SERVICE SEWN CUSH- 
ion and back covers. New cushions, parts. Chairs re- 
built in your theatre without interruption. THEATRE 
SEAT SERVICE CO., 160 Hermitage Ae., Nashville, 
Tennessee. 





CAN’T GET NEW CHAIRS? WHY WORRY? 
Our used and rebuilts will serve you nicely. Prices 
start at $2.95. Special: 1400 Ideal slidebacks, like new, 
$13.95. S O. S. CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 604 W 
52nd St., New York 19. 





LOTS OF 200 TO 100 AMERICAN-HEYWOOD- 
International chairs. Description and photos given 
without obligation. Let us know the quantities needed. 
ALLIED SEATING CO., 234 W. 44th St, New York 
18. 





BUSINESS BOOSTERS 





COMIC 
large variety, popular titles. 
New York City. DUMONT 
New York City. 


BOOKS— GUARANTEED RESULTS, 
$22.50 per 1,000. F.O.B. 
SALES, 15 Park Row, 





COMIC BOOKS AVAILABLE AS PREMIUMS, 
giveaways at your kiddy shows. Large variety, latest 
newsstand editions, COMICS PREMIUN CO., 41% 
Greenwich St., C. (Publicati or premi 
(exclusively) since 1939. 








BINGO DIE-CUT CARDS, 75 OR_100 NUMBERS 
—2 colors—$3.25 per thousand. PREMIUM PROD- 
UCTS, 339 West 44th St., New York 18, N. Y. 





BOOKS 





MAGIC SHADOWS—THE STORY OF THE ORI- 
gin of Motion Pictures by Martin Quigley, Jr., Adven- 
turous explorations of the screen’s history told in 191 
crisp pages and 28 rare illustrations. Exciting reading 
for now and authoritative reference for tomorrow. 
Georgetown University Press book. Price, postpaid, 
$3.50. QUIGLEY BOOKSHOP, 1270 Sixth Ave., New 
York 20, N. Y. 





RICHARDSON’S BLUEBOOK OF PROJECTION. 
Best Seller since 1911. Now in 7th edition. Revi: 
to present last word in Sound Trouble Shooting Chart. 
Expert information on all phases of projection and 
equipment, Special new section on television. Invalu- 
able to beginner and expert, $7.25 postpaid. QUIGLEY 
BOOKSHOP, i270 Sixth Avenue, New York 20, N. Y. 





INTERNATIONAL MOTION PICTURE ALMA- 
nac—the big book about your business—1950-51 edi- 
tion. Contains over 12,000 biographies of important 
motion picture personalities. Also all industry statis- 
Complete listing of feature pictures 1944 to date. 
Order your copy today, $5.00 postage included. Send 
remittance to QUIGLEY BOOKSHOP, 1270 Sixth Ave- 
nue, New York 20, N. Y. 


tics 





Rickard to Participate in 
Uruguayan Film Festival 


Joaquin Rickard, Motion Picture Associa- 
tion manager in Latin America, has been 
named chairman of a committee that will 
supervise arrangements for the participa- 
tion of American film companies in the Uru- 
guayan Film Festival, it was announced last 
week by John G. McCarthy, MPAA vice- 
president in charge of international affairs. 
Mr. Rickard also will serve as liaison be- 


54 


tween member companies of the Association 
and officials of the Uruguayan Government 
under whose sponsorship the Festival will 
be held in Punta del Este, Feb. 15-March 5. 


Rotus Harvey Installed 

The Variety Club of San Francisco last 
week installed its 1951 officers. Present at 
the installation was Mare J. Wolf, interna- 
tional chief barker. Rotus Harvey is the 
new chief barker. 


Frank Forms New Unit 


To Produce, Release 

W. R. Frank, Minneapolis exhibitor and 
producer, has formed W. R. Frank Associ- 
ates for the purpose of distributing the re- 
issued “The Devil and Daniel Webster” and 
to produce two new pictures, “Sitting Bull” 
and “It’s a Great Day.” Local investors and 
exhibitors are joining in the venture which 
has received authorization from the Min- 
nesota Securities Commission for stock. 
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The 13th Letter 


20th Century Fox—Poison Pen 

Producer-director Otto Preminger has turned 
this Howard Koch screen play into a suspense- 
packed, frighteningly realistic picture. The film 
shows the effect of a series of poison pen letters 
on the people in a small Canadian commu- 
nity. The effects range from personal discom- 
fort for some persons affected to the suicide of 
a war hero. It also marks a departure for 
Charles Boyer from the romantic leads that 
previously were his general stock in trade. 

Soyer is an elderly physician married to a 
beautiful girl, almost young enough to be his 
granddaughter. An unsigned letter is sent to 
both the doctor’s wife, Constance Smith, and 
Michael Rennie, a young doctor, accusing both 
of carrying on an illicit love affair. The notes 
ask that Rennie be made to leave the town. 
Linda Darnell, a crippled girl, after a few 
ae = Her en. wins Rennie’s love. 

The letters keep coming to various members 
of the community Neighbor turns against 
neighbor, a war hero is told he has an in- 
curable cancer, whereupon he commits suicide, 
and a mocking note is even discovered at the 
soldier's funeral 

Rennie, working 
eventually traces the 
soyer’s beautiful wife. 


with the local authorities, 
writing of the letters to 

The older doctor tells 
of his wife’s writing activities, but something 
about his story arouses Rennie’s suspicions. 
Miss Smith is committed to the hospital and the 
truth of the doctor’s part in the inhuman poison 
pen campaign is revealed. The war hero's 
mother overhears Miss Smith reveal Boyer’s 
guilt and hurries to Boyer’s home. When Ren- 
nie and the police discover that she is missing, 
they go to the doctor’s place only to find that 
his throat has been cut with the same razor that 
the soldier used to take his life. His mother is 
seen walking slowly away from the house, and 
under Boyer’s hand is the scarlet pen’s last un- 
finished letter. 

The picture was made on location at Ste 
Hyacinthe and adjoining French-Canadian towns 
The air of authenticity obtained by using actual 
towns and townspeople in the filming of the 
picture proves to be of great value in main- 
taining the desired atmosphere throughout. 

Every member of the cast does an expert job. 
If any were to be singled out they would be 
soyer, Miss Darnell, Miss Smith, Rennie and 
Francoise Rosay. There is no dearth of mar- 
quee names. The photography is excellent and 
the picture maintains a constant pace. 

Reviewe 4 at 20th Century- Fox screening 
room in New York. Reviewer's Rating: Ex- 
cellent.—GERALD POPPER. 
Release date, March, 1951 
utes. PCA No. 14865. General 
Denise 
Dr. Laurent 
Dr. Pearson 
Cora Laurent .. 

Francoise Rosay, Judith 
Hedin, Camille Ducharme, 
lexander, J. Leo Gagnon, 


Running time, 85 min 
audience classification 
..Linda Darnell 
Charles Boyer 
Michael Rennie 
Constance Smith 
Evelyn, Guy Sorel, June 
Paul Guevremont, George 
Ovila Legare 
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The Enforcer 


Warners-U. S. Pictures — Murder for 

Sale 

This incisive 
which the D.A, 
clever operator of a 
given added salability by the 
foreword by Senator Estes Kefauver, 
chairman of the Congressional 
charged with the investigation of crime. The 
fact that the Senator’s work is often in the 
headlines makes for ready-to-hand exploitation. 

As produced by Milton Sperling for his 
United States Pictures, and directed effectively 
by Bretaigne Windust, the film offers Hum 
phrey Bogart as the hard-hitting D.A. whose 
persistence and careful analysis brings to an 
end the career of Everett Sloane as the leader 
of the gang whose counterpart is the Murder, 
Inc., of recent infamous memory 

In support of Bogart also are Zero Mostel, 
as a craven member of the gang; Ted De Cor 
sia, as the second-in-command, and Roy Roberts, 
as Bogart’s chief enforcement agent. The rest 
of a large cast provides thoroughly adequate 
support. 

The story, 


recounting of the manner in 
tracks and brings to book the 
murder-for-sale gang is 
inclusion of a 
currently 
committee 


written by Martin Rackin, emerges 
as taut and telling melodrama, and is told in 
a fashion which makes for highly effective 
fare. As Bogart is about to put on the stand 
De Corsia, the only witness who can send 
Sloane to the chair, De Corsia tries to escape 
the gang revenge he fears, and falls to his 
death. As Bogart and Roberts, facing failure 
again, review step by step the evidence they 
have laboriously accumulated from first one, 
then another of the gang members who have 
been picked up, the story each has told is re- 
counted with a melodramatic intensity which 
carries the film head and shoulders above the 
average cops-and-robbers yarn. The tangled 
skein of threat, murder and revenge unravels 
and in a well-constructed climax the key to 
the puzzle is found and Sloane appears safely 
headed for the chair. 
Reviewed in Warner home 
room. Reviewer's Rating: 
Cuartes S. AARONSON 
Release date, February 24, 1951 
minutes. PCA No. 14747. General 


office 
Very 


projection 
Good. - 


Running time, 87 
audience classifi 


Ferguson -Humphrey Bogart 
Lazich Zero Mostel 
Rico sed Ted De Corsia 
Albert Mendoza eee «s Everett Sloane 
Capt. Frank Nelson «-+s.+-Roy Roberts 
“Duke” Malloy a neki ...Lawrence Tolan 
King Donovan, Robert Steele, Pat Joiner, Don Bed 
doe, Tito Vuolo, John Kellogg, Jack Lambert, Ade 
laide Klein, Suse an Cabot, Mario Siletti 


Joseph 





SHOWMEN’S REVIEWS 
ADVANCE SYNOPSES 
THE RELEASE CHART 











Call Me Mister 


20th-Fox—Betty Grable & Company 


Betty Grable, tip-top distaff member of the 
select Top Ten in this publication’s Money 
Making Stars poll year after year, and Dan 
Dailey, her starring partner in of the 
most profitable musicals ever given the exhibitor 
to pay off his mortgage, are as the big, broad 
public likes them in this tuneful Technicolor 
fabrication produced by Fred Kohlmar and di 
rected by Lloyd Bacon. Further, they have 
alongside on this occasion the sparkling humor 
of Danny Thomas in the role of third im 
portance and the potent presence of Benay 
Venuta. 

With eight principal musical numbers worked 
into the proceedings, all expertly delivered, Miss 
Grable & Company figure to pay off about 
as handsomely as usual, even if the picture is 
not quite as smoothly coordinated as it might 
have been and despite the fact that the setting 
is the Japan of the period immediately follow 
ing the surrender, with the personnel intent 
on coming home after battening down a peace 
expected to last a good while. There is enough 
of sheer gaiety and glamor in the film to off- 
set the unanticipated irony of the basic situa 
tion 

Written by Albert E 


some 


Lewin and Burt Styler, 
and suggested by the musical revue of the same 
title, the story presents Miss Grable as a star 
and producer of camp shows for the troops 
in Japan, and Dailey as her improvident spouse, 
unheard from for three years, who pops up as 
a soldier who’s been earning Purple Hearts 
all this while and wishes now to take up with 
her where they left off before entering the 
service. They had parted back there in peace 
time, without quite becoming divorced, and she 
is not disposed to resume their marital status 
From this state of affairs, which of course 
winds up in the predictable clinch, arises the 
series of incidents on which interest rides be 
tween musical numbers 

its best, of course, when 
running off their 


The picture is at 
Miss Grable and Dailey are 
song and dance numbers together, whether 
alone or backed up by row upon row of sup- 
porting singers and dancers. It is very good, 
too, when Thomas takes over a stage micro 
phone late in the story to relate, in one of 
those matchless night club monologues of his, 
the experiences of a Pfc in an army built for 
commissioned officers. It’s pretty special, 
when the Dunhill Dance Team, a remarkably 
gifted trio, joins Miss Grable in fast and 
intricate stepping or go it alone 

By and large, the picture stacks up as a 
gratifying fulfillment of the expectations in 
stilled in show shoppers by the billing of Betty 
Grable and Dan Dailey on the marquee. Only 
the perfectionists among them are likely to 
rate it a cut below the best works of this tal 
ented pair 

Previewed at the Fox 


also, 


some 


Wilshire 


ntinued on f wir page) 


Bev. 


theatre, 
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inued preceding page) corporated in the picture enhance its action- 
packed appeal. Harold Medford wrote the 
screenplay 
Mark Stevens, a B-26 pilot, and his crew 
are forced down in Nazi-held France. They 
are captured and brought to a chateau main- 
tained by German Intelligence for interrogation 
The colonel in command, Robert Douglas, aided 
by Gig Young, manage to weed out bits of 
information from the various crew members 
which enable them to ascertain when and where 
a giant raid is to take place 
he Germans set up defenses that will de 
Cause for Alarm stroy the attacking American wave of bombers 
but Stevens and two of his crew warn 
MG nia page Thriller the American Air for a 
ory new target and to men 
ateere trom destruction 
’ Stevens gives a_ reserved 
e downed bomber’s captain. Douglas 
thoroughly despicable villain. The remainder of 
the cast performs competently. The idea preé 
sented is different. Stevens is the big name 
The producer Aubrey Schenck 
George Sherman directed. Audiences for tl 
film. There’ 


night audie nce en 


Very Good- 


where a Friday 
Reviewer's Rating 
WEAVER 
February, 51 inni time, 96 min 
7 r lassification 
Grable 
Dailey 


escape t& 
Force of the need 


Sz ! nes an 
xample of w ave the plane and 


uncomplicated 


performance as 
th is a 


up with the customary 
a most 

idiences hang 

twist is 


was 


as it might be 
Young, 
rood 


So Long at the Fair 


ooh “Eagle Lion Classics— 
i ac . . 
rtures are increased by The Plague in Paris 
etter, witl e false What could have 
] or now on ing story | been 


been an exciting and thrill 
turned into what is largely 
spiced with a good d 
It’s a slow, rambling story 
who visits the Paris International 
Exposition with her brother and who, on the 
eee day of her visit, wakes up to find 
broth one without a trace 
Since is added to this the additiona 
d mystery of everyone denying tl 
been accompanied by anyone in the 
lace, this could have a top-rate thril 
somehow the whole thing doesn’t come off 
the picture is turned into bit of unex- 
melodrama designed primarily to show 
beauty if not the talents, of Jear 


‘ piece 
yccupies it rencl alogue 
a) 


vefore 


there 1 sus 
pense at she 
ever 
pl been 


ased on 
of lep 
Exposit The 
hushed it 


ch other 


J. Arthur Rank presentation is b 
to-life story about a single case 
Paris during the 
Government 
p in the interest of the show, whi 
would have been deserted. In the film, this 
isn’t brought out until the very end and then 
represents something an anti-climax 
Ant! Thorne and H Mills wrote the 
for the picture, produced by Betty 
und directed by Terence Fisher and 
Darnborough. There is a fine cast 
addition to Miss Simmons, includes 
inson as the brother; Dirk F a 
laying the romantic lead opposite Jean; 
Aylmer as the British Consul, and Marcel Pee 
in as an elderly Frenchman 
For a while, the picture coasts along on the 
terror inspired in Miss Simmons — she finds 
that her brother has disappeared, along with his 
oom and his belongings. Somehow her distress 


ms unrealistic and she hasn’t given much of 
Target Unknown ad 


ance to show her real talents. Art houses 
U-I] — Air Warfare 


was said to have 


consider this a 
een at a Ne 
Rating: 
jate, January 
ral audier 
Bar ‘ton 


away 


suitable offering 
York screenina ro 


Good.—Frep Hirt 


191 


an, Cathleen 
Zetty Warren, Eugene Deckers, Zens 
» Morell, Austin Trev 


Prairie Roundup 
Columbia—Crooked Cattle Buyer 


Charles Starrett once again assumes th: 
guise of the Durango Kid to foil Western evil 
doers, and according to formula receives comedy 
assistance from Smiley Burnette. Joseph O’ Don- 
nell wrote the story. 

Burnette and a number of other men are held 
up in a saloon by two gunmen, who are in turn 
held up by a man dis guised as the Durango Kid. 
Che imposter is killed by Starrett as he is mak- 
ing his escape. The dead man’s cronies pin the 
killing on Starrett, who later escapes from jail 
with Burnette’s help. 

Starrett trail hones a 
Santa Fe, but like other 
by a crooked cattle buyer 
ing head are bought up for 
worth, In the guise of Durango, 
the rustlers to justice and proves himself in 
ocent of the killing of the masked man. 

Shooting, fisticuffs and hard riding abound 
Western fans, particularly the younger 
film. Colbert Clark was the pro 

F. Sears directed 
he lumita screening room in 

Rating: Fair.—G, P. 
1951 unning time, 53 min 
ner audience classification 

Charles Starrett 


herd of cattle into 
herds, it is stampeded 
and the few remain 
a fraction of their 
Starrett brings 


ones, 


will enjoy this 
Mae. 


Burnette 
«..Mary Castle 
Campbell, Forrest 
r, Lane 
hompson, 


Smiley 


Paul 
B 


The Second Woman 


Popkin-U.A.—Psychiatry Again 
It would seem from this picture that the mo 
tion picture industry’s treatment of psychiatric 
problems is again in vogue. Mort Briskin has 
turned in a first rate production job and direc- 
James V. Kern has managed to sustain a 
eeling of suspense throughout the film. The 
Robert Smith who, incidently, 
he Harry M. Pop- 


screer play is by 
doubled as co-producer for 
duction 
rt Young, a rising young architect, is 
a series of unfortunate events that he 
bad luck. The first link in the chain 
of events in the death of Young’s fiancee, 
Young’s benefactor, killed in an 
auto accident on the eve of their wedding. Cir 
cumstances seem to point to the fact that Young 
has paranoic tendencies. Betsy Drake, an ac- 
countant, is in love with him and endeavors to 
ind the responsible for the acts against 
him. 

Young tries to make her leave him, thinking 
in that way to keep her from harm. He even 
goes to the extent of staging a fake suicide at- 
tempt to get the culprit out in the open. At one 
John Sutton, the film’s suave villain, is 
suspected, but it turns out that Young’s bene- 
factor is guilty. Realization of what he has 
done gives promise that his psychosis will be 
Young and Miss Drake are united. 

The cast, without exception, have turned in 
unusually fine performances. The photography 
is excellent and the pace of the story is uni- 
formly good. There are only a few spots where 
the story lacks credulity, but they are overshad- 

over-all merit of the production 

Miss Drake are good marquee 
adult audiences should enjoy this 


blames on 


daughter of 


person 


stage 


cured 


owed by the 
Young and 
names and 


ithe United Artists screening 
Reviewer's Rating: Very 


Running time, 91 min 
audience classification 
obert Young 
bene Drake 
gn P John Sutton 
rris Carnovsky, Henry O'Neill, Jean 
Largay, Shirley Ballard, Vici Raaf 
Jason Robards, Steven Geray, Jimmy 
Whitfield, Cliff Clark. 
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ADVANCE SYNOPSES 





VENGEANCE VALLEY 

(M-G-M) 

PRODUCER: Nicholas Nayfack. DIREC- 

TOR: Richard Thorpe. PLAYERS: Burt 

Lancaster, Robert Walker, Joanne Dru. 
MELODRAMA. Burt Lancaster and Rob- 

ert Walker are foster brothers. After a gruel- 

ing winter roundup, they find that Sally For- 

rest has become an unwed mother. Lancaster 

knows that Walker is the father of the child, 


but covers up for him. The girl’s brother sus- 
pects Lancaster and threatens him. Joanne Dru, 
Walker’s wife, breaks up the fight. John Ire- 
land, the girl’s other brother and a killer as 
well, arrives in town to kill Lancaster. Walker 
and his wife break up, and Walker plans the 
destruction of his foster-brother. In a show- 
down fight, Lancaster kills him. 


THE SHOWDOWN 
(Republic) 


PRODUCER: William J. O’Sullivan. DI- 
RECTORS: Dorrell & Stuart McGowan. 


PLAYERS: William Elliott, Walter Bren- 
nan, Marie Windsor. 

WESTERN. William Elliott, a former 
member of the hated Texas State Police, sets 
out to find the man who killed his brother and 
robbed him of the cash Elliott had given him 
to buy a ranch. He meets Walter Brennan, a 
genial cattleman, and hires out as his trail boss 
when he finds that a member of Brennan’s band 
is the man he has sworn to kill. Marie Wind- 
sor, part owner of the herd, accompanies the 
cattle drive. Brennan tells Elliott to forget 
revenge. Finally Elliott hears Brennan confess 
to the crime after he has been fatally gored 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company Stars Time L. of D. 
ABBOTT & COSTELLO in the Foreign 
Legion (924) Univ. 
Abilene Town Realart 
Abilene Trail (4946) Mono. 


Good 
Good 


79m 
89m 
64m 


July 15 389 +=AYC A-I 
Jan. 12,'46 2793 A-! 
Dec. 30 (S)643  AYC 


Bud Abbott-Lou Costello 
Randolph Scott-R. Fleming 
Whip Wilson-Andy Clyde 


Aug.,'50 
(reissue) Sept. 1,50 
Feb. 4,'51 


According to Mrs. Hoyle (formerly 
Outside the Law) (5122) 
Ace in the Hole 
Across the Badlands (262) 
Adam and Evelyn (Brit.) (923) 
Admiral Was a Lady, The 
Again . . . Pioneers PFC 
Al Jennings of Oklahoma (color) (327) Col. 
Alcatraz Island (002) WB 
All About Eve (030)* 20th-Fox 
All Quiet on the Western Front Realart 
American Guerrilla in the Philippines 
(color) (1032)* 20th-Fox 
Annie Get Your Gun (color) (39)* MGM 
Arizona Territory (4942) Mono. 
Armored Car Robbery eo RKO 
Asphait Jungle, The (29)* MGM 
At War with the Army Para. 
Avengers, The (4920) Rep. 


BANDIT Queen (5011) 
Bayonet Charge 

(formerly The Imposter) 
Bedtime for Bonzo 
Belle Le Grand (5006) 
Best of the Bad Men (color) 
Between Midnight and Dawn (328) 
Beware of Blondie (207) 
Beyond the Purple Hills (247) Col. 
Big Cage, The Realart 
Big Hangover, The (28) MGM 
Big Timber (4908) Mono. 
Bird of Paradise (color) (109) 20th-Fox 
Black Angel Realart 
Black Rose, The (color) (019)*  20th-Fox 
Blackjack (Spanish) ELC 
Blazing Sun (246) Col. 
Blue Blood (4904) color) Mono. 
Blue Lamp, The (Brit.) ELC 
Blues Busters (4916) 

(formerly Bowery Thrush) 


Mono. 
Para. 
Col. 
Univ. 
UA 


Lippert 
Realart 


Univ. 
Rep. 


RKO 
Col. 
Col. 


Mono. 


Spring Byington-Brett King Jan. 28,'51 
Kirk Douglas-Jan Sterling 

Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 

Stewart Granger-Jean Simmons 

Wanda Hendrix-Edmond O'Brien 

Colleen Townsend-Sarah Padden 

Dan Duryea-Gale Storm 

John Litel-Ann Sheridan (reissue) 

Bette Davis-Anne Baxter 
Lew Ayres-Louis Wolheim 


lov.,'50 
(reissue) Aug. |,'50 


Tyrone Power-Micheline Prelle 
Betty Hutton-Howard Keel 
Whip Wilson-Andy Clyde 
Robert Sterling-Adele Jergens 
Sterling Hayden-Louis Calhern 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 
John Carroll-Adale Mara 


Jan. 17,'51 
June 26,'50 


Barbara Britton-Philip Reed 
Jean Gabin-Ellen Drew 


Dec. 22,'50 
(reissue) Aug. 1,50 


Feb.,'51 
Jan. 27,51 
Mar. 17,'5! 


Ronald Reagan-Diana Lynn 
Vera Ralston-John Carroll 
Robert Ryan-Claire Trevor 
Mark Stevens-Edmond O'Brien Oct.,50 
Penny Singleton-Arthur Lake Aug. 10,'50 
Gene Autry-Jo Dennison July,’50 
Clyde Beatty-Anita Page (reissue) Aug. 15,'50 
Van Johnson-Elizabeth Taylor May 26,'50 
Roddy McDowall-Lynn Thomas 

Jeff Chandler-Louis Jourdan a 
Broderick Crawford-D. Duryea (reissue) Jan. 1,'5! 
Tyrone Power-Orson Welles Sept.,'50 
George Sanders-Patricia Roc 

Gene Autry-Lynne Roberts 

Bill Williams-Jane Nigh 

Jack Warner-Jimmy Hanley 


Leo Gorcey-Huntz Hall Oct. 29,'50 
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Dec. 30 (S)643 
Jan. 6 (S)654 
Sept. 16 486 
Nov. 26 98 
May 13 293 
Dec. 23 635 
Jan. 13 
July 29 
Sept. 16 
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Fair 
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Nov. 18 Good 
Apr. 15 
Oct. 14 
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May 6 
Dec. 16 
June 17 
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Yn 


Dec. 2 
Feb. 12,'44 
Jan. Very Good 


Very Good 
Fair 


Good 


Excellent 
Good 


Good 
Excellent 


Fair 


Very Good 
Fair 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Bomba and the Hidden City (4906) 

Border Outlaws 

Border Rangers (4933) 

Border Treasure (105) 

Born to Be Bad (for. Bed of Roses) 
(101) 

Born Yesterday (344) 

Bowery Battalion (5111) 

Branded (color) (5009) 

Brave Bulls, The 

Breaking Point, The (005) 

Breakthrough (747)* 

Bright Leaf (928)* 

Broken Arrow (color) (014)* 

Buckaroo Sheriff of Texas (5066) 

Buffalo Stampede (formerly The 
Thundering Herd) 

Bunco Squad (104) 


CAGED (925)* 

California Passage (5005) 

Call Me Mister (color) (104) 

Call of the Klondike (4920) 
(formerly, Fangs of the North) 

Captive Girl (240 

Capture, The (073) 

Cariboo Trail, The (color) (020) 

Cassino to Korea (5008) 

Cause for Alarm 

Cavalry Scout (5101) 

Chain Gang (313) 

Cherokee Uprising (4944) 

City Lights 

Colorado Ambush (4955) 

Colt .45 (color) (922)* 

Company She Keeps, The RKO 
(formerly The Wall Outside) (109) 

Convicted (324) as 

Copper Canyon (color) (5003)* 

Counterspy Meets Scotland Yard (307) Cal 

County Fair (color) (4903) ono. 

Covered Wagon Reid (4965) Rep. 

Crackdown . RKO 

Crisis (41) MGM 

Cry Danger RKO 

Curtain Call at Cactus Creek ( col.) (918) Univ. 

Customs Agent (204) Col. 

Cyrano de Bergerac ‘TA 


DALLAS (color) (011) WB 
Dancing Years (Brit.) (color) Stratford 
Dark City (5004) Para. 
David Harding, Counterspy (220) Col. 
Death of a Dream ELC 
Deported {103) Univ. 
Desert Hawk (color) (925) Univ. 
Destination Big House (4918) 

Destination Moon (color) 

Destination Murder (026) 

Destination Tokyo (923) 

Destry Rides Again 

Devil's Doorway (102) 

Dial 1119 (107) 

Dodge City 

Double Crossbones (color) 

Double Deal (112) 

Duchess of Idaho (color) (33) 

Dynamite Pass (022) 


EAGLE and the ‘= (4916) (color) —_ 
Edge of Doom [15 RKO 
Emergency Weddion (332) Col. 
Enforcer, The ws 
RKO 
ELC 


Mono. 
ELC 


Lippert 
RKO 


Experiment Alcatraz (107) 
Eye Witness (Brit.) 
FANCY Pants [color) (5001)* Para. 
Farewell to Yesterday (028) 20th-Fox 
Fast on the Draw (4929) Lippert 
Father of the Bride (30)* MGM 
Father's Wild Game (5125) Mono. 
Faust and the Devil [ital.) 
50 Years Before Your Eyes (93!) 
Fighting Caravans Favorite 
Fighting Command Realart 
(formerly We've Never Been Licked) 
Fighting Sullivans, The (formerly 
The Sullivans) Realart 
File on Thelma Jordon (See Thelma Jordon) 
Fireball, The (023) 20th-Fox 
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Col. 
WB 


Release 
Date 


Sept. 24,'50 
Nov. 2,'50 
Oct. 6,'50 

Aug.,'50 


Stars 


J. Sheffield-Sue England 
Space Cooley-Maria Hart 
Don Barry-Robert Lowery 
Tim Holt-Jane Nigh 


J. Fontaine-R. Ryan-Z. Scott 
Broderick Crawford-Judy Holliday 
Leo Gorcey-Huntz Hall 

Alan Ladd-Mona Freeman 

Mel Ferrer-Miraslava 

John Garfield-Patricia Neal 
David Brian-John Agar 

Gary Cooper-Lauren Bacall 
James Stewart-Debra Paget 
Michael Chapin-Eileen Janssen 


Sept.,'50 
Feb.,'5! 
Jan. 24,51 
Jan.'51 

Not Set 
Sept. 30,50 
Dec. 9,50 
July 1,50 
Aug..'50 
Jan. 31,'51 


Randolph Scott-R. Hatton 
Robert Sterling-Joan Dickson 


(reissue) Oct.,'50 
Sept. 1,50 

Eleanor Parker-Agnes Moorehead June 10,'50 

Forrest Tucker-Adele Mara 

Betty Grable-Dan Dailey 

Kirby Grant-Chinook 


Johnny Weismuller-Buster Crabbe 
Lew Ayres-Teresa Wright 
Randolph Scott-"“Gabby” 
Documentary 

Loretta Young-Barry Sullivan 
Rod Cameron-Audry Long 
Dougles Kennedy-Marjorie Lord 
Whip Wilson-Andy Clyde 
Charles Chaplin-V. Cherrill 
Johnny Mack Brown 

Randolph Scott-Ruth Roman 
Lizabeth Scott-Dennis O'Keefe 


Hayes 


—— Sept ‘50 
14,51 

aa 27,'50 
Jan.,'51 


Aug.,'50 
Oct.,'50 
Feb.,’5! 
Aug. 6,'50 
June 30,'50 
Not Set 
July 7,50 
Feb. 3-10,'5! 
June,'50 
May !8,‘50 
Roadshow 


Dec. 30,50 
Aug.,'50 
Oct.'50 
July 13,50 


Glenn Ford-Broderick Crawford 
Ray Milland-Hedy Lamarr 
Howard St. John-Amanda Blake 
Rory Calhoun-Jane Nigh 

Allan “Rocky” Lane-Eddie Waller 
Bill Williams-Carla Balenda 

Cary Grant-Jose Ferrer 

Dick Powell-Rhonda Fleming 
Donald O'Connor-Gale Storm 
William Eythe-Marjorie Reynolds 
Jose Ferrer-Mala Powers 


Gary Cooper-Ruth Roman 
Dennis Price-Gisele Preville 

Don DeFore-Lizabeth Scott 
Willard Parker-Audrey Long 
Documentary 

Marta Toren-Jeff Chandler 
Yvonne deCarlo-Richard Greene 
Dorothy Patrick-Robert Rockwell 
John Archer-Warner Anderson 

J. MacKenzie-S. Clements 

Cary Grant-John Garfield (reissue) June 3,'50 
Marlene Dietrich-James Stewart (reissue) June,’50 
Robert Taylor-Louis Calhern Sept. 15,'50 
Marshall Thompson-Virginia Field Nov. 3,'50 
Errol Flynn-O. De Havilland (reissue) July 15,'50 
Donald O'Connor-Helene Carter Not Set 
Marie Windsor-Richard Denning Dec., "50 
Esther Williams-Van Johnson July 14,'50 
Tim Holt-Lynne Roberts June 15,'50 


May 30,'50 
Aug. 19,'50 

Nov.,'50 
Feb. 24,'51 
Nov. 21,'50 
Sept. 1,'50 


John Payne-Rhonda Fleming 
Dana Andrews-Farley Granger 
Larry Parks-Barbere Hale 
Humphrey Bogart-Jeff Corey 
John Howard-Joan Dixon 
Robert Montgomery-Leslie Banks 


Bob Hope-Lucille Ball 
Documentary 

James Ellison-Russell Hayden 
Spencer Tracy-Joan Bennett 
Barbara Brown-Raymond Walburn 
Italo Tajo-Nelly Corradi 
Documentary 

Gary Cooper-Lily Damita 
Anne Gwynne-Noah Beery, Jr. 


June 30, ‘50 
June 16,'50 
Dec. 3,'50 
Not Set 
July 29,'50 
(reissue) Dec. ‘50 
(reissue) July,50 


Anne Baxter-Thomas Mitchell (reissue) Feb. 1,'5! 


Mickey Rooney-Pat O'Brien Oct.,"50 


Running 
Time 


7im 
59m 
57m 
60m 


94m 
103m 


95m 


97m 
9im 
110m 
92m 


— REVIEWED — 
(S) =synopsis 
Issue Page 


Oct. 28 (S)547 
Dec. 16 615 
Sept. 30 502 
Sept. 9 478 AY 


-————_ RATINGS. 
Nat'l Herald 
Groups L.ofD. Review 


AYC 
AYC Fair 
Average 
Fair 


A-! 
A-2 
A-| 
A-! 


49 ~=OA 
590 A 


Very Good 
Excellent 


Aug. 26 
Nov. 25 


570 
(S)554 
486 
553 


Nov. 18 
Nov. 4 
Sept. 16 
Nov. 4 
May 27 
June 17 
Dec. 30 


Very Good 
Very Good 


Excellent 
313 Very Good 
345 - Excellent 
642 - Good 


q 


—~w 


442 


286 
633 
689 
(S)654 


Good 


Very Good 
00 
Very Good 


Aug. 19 


May 6 
Dec. 23 
Jan. 27 
Jan. 6 


Fair 

Fair 

Very Good 
Good 
Good 


Fair 


Apr. 22 271 
Apr. 8 254 
July 8 373 
Sept. 30 502 
Jan. 27 690 
Dec. 30 (S)643 
Oct. 14 518 
Nov. 1! (S)563 
29 


May 13 5 
(S)644 
285 


>o2> > >> > 


? 
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Dec. 30 
May 6 
Dec. 23 


Very Good 
633 Good 


Good 
Excellent 
Average 
Good 
Good 


Good 
Good 


Fair 
Superior 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Fair 

Good 
Good 


Fair 


July 29 
July 29 
Dec. 9 
Aug. 12 
July 15 
Jan. 6 
June 17 
Jan. 13 
May 27 
Apr. 15 
Nov. 18 


Nov. 25 
Aug. !9 
Aug. 12 
May 27 
July 22 
Oct. 21 
Aug. !2 
June 17 
July 1 
June 10 
Apr. 29 
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606 
434 
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>> >o@ 
wr = 


Average 
Very Good 
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\Aar 25 


Feb. II 
Aug. 5 
Nov. 18 
Jan. 27 
Dec. 2 
July 29 


>o >> 
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Excellent 
Excellent 
Poor 

Excellent 


Good 
Very Good 


July 22 
Sept. 16 
Oct. 14 
May 13 
Dec. 30 
May 6 
June 24 


485 
519 
293 
($)643 
287 
353 
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Jan. 17,'31 59 


Aug. 7,'43 


Feb. 5,'44 


1469 Good 


Excellent 
Good 


1741 


Aug. 19 441. AYC A-i 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Flame and the Arrow, The (color) (930)* a 
Flying Missile, The (335) Col. 
For Heaven's Sake* 
For Them That Trespass ( Brit.) 
Fort Savage Raiders 
Fortunes of Captain Blood (233) 
Fourteen Hours 
Frenchie (color) 
Frisco Tornado (4967) 
Frontier Outpost (263) 
Fuller Brush Girl, The (239) 
Furies, The (4926) 
Fury in the Sky 

(formerly Ladies Courageous) 


GAMBLING House (formerly 
Mike Fury) 

Gasoline Alley (301) 

Gene Autry and the Mounties (351) 

Glass Menagerie, The (007) 

Sod Is My Co-Pilot (924) 

Solden Salamander, The (Brit.) 

Good Humor Man (237) 

Great Jewel Robber, The (929) 

Great Manhunt, The (formerly State 
Secret) (Brit.) (331) 

Great Missouri Raid, The (5013) 
(color) 

Grounds for Marriage (114) MGM 

Guilty of Murder Realart 
(formerly The Strange Affair of Uncle 


20th-Fox 
Stratford 
Col. 
Col. 
20th-Fox 
Univ. 
Rep. 
Col. 
Col. 
Para. 
Realart 


ara. 


20th-Fox 


Harry) 
Gunfighter, The (015)* 
Lippert 


Gunfire (4932) 
Guns A'Blazin’ 

(formerly Law and Order) 
Gypsy Fury no 
(formerly Wind Is My Lover) Swed.) 
Gypsy Wildcat Realart 


HALLS of Montezuma (color) (103) 20th-Fox 
Hamlet (Brit.) (Spcl.)* (101) Univ. 
Happiest Days of Your Life, The London 
Happy Years, The (color) (32) MGM 
Harlem Globetrotters, The Col. 
Harriet Craig (323) Col. 
Harvey (107 Univ. 
Hell Town Favorite 
Her Wonderful Lie (Ital.) (343) I. 
Here Come the Co-Eds Realart 
He's a Cockeyed Wonder (340) Col. 
High Lonesome (color) (044) ELC 
Highway 30! (012) WB 
Hi-Jacked (4920) Lippert 
His Kind of Woman RKO 
Hit Parade of 195! (5002) 
Hoedown (251) 

Holiday Rhythm (4911) 

Holy Year at the Vatican, The 
Holy Year, 1950 

Hot Rod (4918) 

House of Dracula 

House of Frankenstein 

Hue and Cry 

Humphrey Takes a Chance (49/2) 
Hunt the Man Down 


I KILLED Geronimo 

| Shot Billy the Kid (493) 

I'd Climb the Highest Mountain 
(color) (105) 

If This Be Sin (Brit.) 

I'll Get By (color) (027) 

In a Lonely Place (242) 

Indian Territory (249) 

Iroquois Trail 

It's a Small World (030) 

It's Ha-d to Be Good Pentagon 


JACKPOT, The (03!) 20th-Fox 
Jet Pilot (color) RKO 
Joan of Arc (color) (165) RKO 
Joe Palooka in the Squared Circle 

(5117) 
Jungle Stampede (4922) 


KANGEROO Kid 

Kansas Raiders (color) (104) 

Kid from Texas, The (color) (911) 

Killer That Stalked New York (338) 
(formerly Frightened City) 


— 


Rep. 
Col. 
Lippert 
Astor 
20th-Fox 
Mono. 
Realart 
Realart 
Fine Arts 
Mono. 
RKO 
ELC 
Lippert 
20th-Fox 
UA 


Release 
Date 


July 22, ‘50 


Stars 


Burt Lancaster-Virginia Mayo 
Glenn Ford, Viveca Lindfors 
Clifton Webb-Joan Bennett 
Richard Todd-Patricia Plunkett 
Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 
Louis Hayward-Patricia Medina 
Paul Douglas-Debra Paget 

Joel McCrea-Shelley Winters 
Allan “Rocky” Lane-Eddy Waller 
Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 
Lucille Ball-Eddie Albert 

Barbara Stanwyck-Wendell Corey 9. 
Loretta Young-G. Fitzgerald (reissue) July,50 


Jan.,'51 


Victor Mature-Terry Moore 
Jan.,'51 


Scotty Beckett, Jimmy Lydon 
Gene Autry-Elena Verdugo Jan.,'51 
Jane Wyman-Kirk Douglas Oct. 28,50 
Dennis Morgan-Ray. Massey (reissue) June 3,'50 
Anouk-Trevor Howard Dec. 1,50 
Jack Carson-Lola Albright June,'50 
David Brian-Marjorie Reynolds July 15,'50 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.-Glynis Johns Jan,,'51 

Feb.,'5! 
Jan. 26,'51 
(reissue) June,'50 


Wendell Corey-Macdonald Carey 
Van Johnson-Kathryn Grayson 
George Sanders-G. Fitzgerald 


July,50 


Gregory Peck-Helen Westcott 
July 21,'50 


Don Barry-Wally Vernon 

Walter Huston-W. Brennan (rsissue) Sept. 1,50 
Viveca Lindfors-Christopher Kent Not Set 
Maria Montez-Jon Hall (reissue) June,'50 


Richard Widmark-Walter Paiance Jan.,'51 
Laurence Olivier-Jean Simmons Oct.,'50 
Alastair Sim-M. Rutherford Sept.,'50 
Dean Stockwell-Darry! Hickman July 21,'50 
Thomas Gomez and Globetrotters Feb.,'5! 
Joan Crawford-Wendell Corey Nov.'50 
James Stewart-Joseph Hull Jan.,'51 
John Wayne-A. Ladd-M. Hunt (reissue) Oct.,'50 
Jan Kiepura-Marta Eggerth Not Set 
Bud Abbott-Lou Costello (reissue) June,'50 
Mickey Rooney-Terry Moore Dec.,'50 
John Barrymore, Jr., Chill Wills Sept.,'50 
Steve Cochran-Virginia Grey Jan. 13,'51 
Jim Davis-Marsha Jones July 7,"50 
Robert Mitchum-Jane Russell Feb. 24,'5! 
John Carroll-Marie McDonald Oct. 15,'50 
Eddy Arnold-Jeff Donnell June,'50 
M. B. Hughes-D. Street-W. Vernon Oct. 13,'50 
Right Rev. Fulton J. Sheen, Narrator Oct. 1,'50 
Documentary Aug.,'50 
James Lydon-Gloria Winters Oct. 22,'50 
Lon Chaney-J. Carradine (reissue) Oct. 1,'50 
Boris Karloff-Lon Chaney (reissue) Oct. 1,50 
Alastair Sim-Jack Warner Not Set 
Leon Errol-Joe Kirkwood, Jr. June 4,'50 
Gig Young-Lynn Roberts Not Set 


Jack Ellison-Chief Thundercloud Aug. 8,'50 
Don Barry-Robert Lowery Sept.,'50 


Susan Hayward-William Lundigan 
Myrna Loy-Richard Greene 

Bill Lundigan-June Haver 
Humphrey Bogart-Gloria Grahame 
Gene Autry-Gail Davis 

George Montgomery-B. Marshall 
Paul Dale-Lorraine Miller 

Jimmy Hanley-Anne Crawford 


June 16,'50 
June,'50 
Dec.,‘50 


Nov.,'50 
Dec. 16,'50 
Nov.'50 


James Stewart-Barbara Hale 
John Wayne-Janet Leigh 
Ingrid Bergman-Jose Ferrer 


Nov. 5,'50 


Joe Kirkwood-Myrna Dell 
July 29,'50 


George Breakston-Yorke Coplen 


Jock O'Mahoney-Veda Borg 
A. Murphy-M. Chapman 
Audie Murphy-Gale Storm 


Evelyn Keyes-Charles Korvin 
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Ruaning 
Time 


88m 
92m 
92m 
95m 


9im 


80m 
77m 
70m 
107m 
88m 
96m 
82m 
Fim 


97m 


9im 


-— REVIEWED — 
(S) synopsis 
Issue Page 


June ' 353 
Jan. 


Dec. 2 597 


May 
Dec. 30 
Dec. 2 
Sept. 16 
Dec. 9 
Sept. 16 
July | 
Mar. 25,'44 


56 


(S)406 
2041 


613 
(17) 
486 
313 


545 
538 


313 
2297 
546 
434 
598 
354 
(S)546 
545 
354 
510 
493 
414 
615 
2746 
2237 
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Groups L.ofD. Review 
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AYC Fair 
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c 
AYC A-! 

B 

A 


A 
AYC or AY 


AY 





TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Kim (color) (115) MGM 
King of the Bullwhip West. Adv. 
King Solomon's Mines (color) (109)* MGM 
Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye (932) w 

Korea Patrol ELC 


LADY Without Passport, A (37) MGM 

Last Holiday Stratford 

Last of the Buccaneers (color) (341) Col. 

Law of the Badlands RKO 

Law of the Panhandle (4953) 

Lawless, The (4923) 

Lemon Drop Kid (5018) 

Let's Dance (color) (5006) 

Life of Her Own, A (10!) 

Light of Western Stars, The 

Lightning Guns (361) 

Lonely Heart Bandits (4925) 

Lorna Doone (color) 

Lost People, The 

Lost Volcano, The (4905) 

Louisa (926) 

Love That Brute (016) 

Lucky Nick Cain (formerly High 
Stakes) (108) 


Mono. 
Para. 
Para. 
Para. 

MGM 


Favorite 


ona" 

Macbeth (5003) 

Mad Wednesday 

Mad With Much Heart 

Madeleine (Brit.) (983) 

Madness of the Heart (Brit.) (927) 

Magnificent Yankee, The 

Man Who Cheated Himself, The 
(102) 

Mating Season, The (5016) 

Men, The 

Merry Monahans, The 

Military Academy (210) 

Milkman, The (102) 

Miniver Story, The (106) 

Missourians, The (4974) 

Mister 880 (024)* 

Modern Marriage, A (5199) 

Molly (formerly The Goldbergs) 
(5011) 

Motor Patrol (4923) Lippert 

Mr. Music (5007)* Para. 

Mr. Universe ELC 

Mrs. O'Malley and Mr. Malone {111} MGM 

Mudlark, The (101) 20th-Fox 

My Blue Heaven (color) (021)* 20th-Fox 

My Brother, the Outlaw ELC 
(formerly, The Tiger) 

My Forbidden Past 

My Friend irma Goes West (4922)* 

Mysterious Rider, The 

Mystery Street (35) 

Mystery Submarine (106) 


Univ. 
Univ. 
MGM 


20th-Fox 
Para. 
UA 
Realart 


Para. 
‘avorite 
MGM 
Univ. 


NAGANA 

Naughty Arlette ( Brit.) 

Navy Bound (5120) 

Never a Dull Moment (106) 
(formerly Come Share My Love) 

New Mexico 

Next Voice You Hear, The {! 10) 

Night and the City (013) 

No Way Out (025)* 

North of the Great Divide (color) 
(4944) 


ODETTE 

Of Men and Music (110) 
Old Frontier, The (4973) 

Oliver Twist (Brit.) (828) 
On the Isle of Samoa (215) Col. 
Once a Thief UA 
One Minute to Twelve ELC 
One Too Many Hallmark 
Operation Disaster Univ 
Operation Pacific (013) ws 
Operation X Col. 
Our Very Own (151)* RKO 
Outlaw Gold (4954) (formerly 

Massacre Valley) 

Outlaws of Texas (4945) i 
Outrage (103) RKO 


PAGAN Love Song (color) (112) MGM 
Pancho Villa Returns ispano Cont. 


694 


Realart 
ELC 


Mono. 
RKO 
UA 
MGM 
20th-Fox 
20th-Fox 
Rep. 


Lopert 
20th-Fox 
Rep. 
ELC 


Mono. 
Mono. 


Stars 


Errol Flynn-Dean Stockwell 
Lash LaRue-Jack Holt 

Deborah Kerr-Stewart Granger 
James Cagney-Barbara Payton 
Richard Emory-Teri Duna 


Hedy Lamarr-John Hodiak 

Alec Guinness-Beatrice Campbell 
Paul Henried-Jack Oakie 

Tim Holt-Joan Dixon 

Johnny Brown-Myron Healey 
Macdonald Carey-Gail Russell 
Bob Hope-Marilyn Maxwell 
Betty Hutton-Fred Astaire 

Lana Turner-Ray Milland 

Alan Ladd-Victor Jory 

Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 
Dorothy Patrick-Robert Rockwell 
Barbara Hale-Richard Greene 
Dennis Price-Mai Zetterling 
Johnny Sheffield-Marjorie Lord 
Ronald Reagan-Ruth Hussey 
Paul Douglas-Jean Peters 


George Raft-Coleen Gray 


David Wayne-Howard Da Silva 
Orson Welles-Jeanette Nolan 
Harold Lloyd-Frances Ramsden 
Robert Ryan-lda Lupino 

Ann Todd-lvan Desny 

Margaret Lockwood-Paul Dupuis 
Louis Calhern-Ann Harding 


Lee J. Cobb-Jane Wyatt 

Gene Tierney-John Lund 
Marlon Brando-Teresa Wright 
Donald O'Connor-Ann Blyth 
Stanley Clements-Myron Welton 
Donald O'Connor-Jimmy Durante 
Greer Garson-Walter Pidgeon 
Monte Hale-Paul Hurst 

Burt Lancaster-Dorothy McGuire 
R. Hadley-M. Field-R. Clarke 


Gertrude Berg-Phillip Loeb 
Don Castle-Jane Nigh 

Bing Crosby-Nancy Olson 

Jack Carson-Bert Lahr 

Marjorie Main-James Whitmore 
Irene Dunne-Alec Guinness 
Betty Grable-Dan Dailey 
Mickey Rooney-Wanda Hendrix 


Robert Mitchum-Ava Gardner 
Marie Wilson-John Lund 
Russell Hayden-Sidney Toler 
Ricardo Montalban-Sally Forrest 
Macdonald Carey-Marta Toren 


Tala Birell-Melvyn Douglas 
Mai Zetterling-Hugh Williams 
Tom Neal-Regis Toomey 


Fred MacMurray-lrene Dunne 
Lew Ayres-Marilyn Maxwell 
James Whitmore-Nancy Davis 
Richard Widmark-Gene Tierney 
Richard Widmark-Linda Darnell 


Roy Rogers-Penny Edwards 


Anna Neagle-Trevor Howard 
Concert Package 

Monte Hale-Paul Hurst 

Robert Newton-Alec Guinness 
Jon Hall-Susan Cabot 

June Havoc-Cesar Romero 

Lars Hanson-Gunnel Brostrom 
Ruth Warrick-Richard Travis 
John Mills-Helen Cherry 

John Wayne-Patricia Neal 
Edward G. Robinson-Peggy Cummins 
Ann Blyth-F. Granger-Joan Evans 


Johnny Mack Brown-V. Herrick 
Whip Wilson-Andy Clyde 
Mala Powers-Tod Andrews 


Esther Williams-Howard Keel 
Leo Carrillo-Esther Fernandez 


Release 
Date 


Jan. 26,'51 

Feb. 1,'51 
Nov. 24,'50 
Aug. 19,'50 
Jan. 15,'51 


Aug. 18,'50 
Nov. 13,'50 
Oct.,'50 
Not Set 
Sept. 17,50 
July,"50 
Apr.,'51! 
Nov.,'50 
Sept. 1,50 


(reissue) Feb.,‘5! 


Dec.,'50 
Aug. 29,'50 
Mar.,'51 
Oct.,'50 
June 25,50 
Aug.,'50 
June,'50 


Mar.,'51 


Mar.,'5! 
Oct. 20,50 
Oct. 28,'50 

Not Set 

Not Set 

Aug.,'50 

Feb. 9,'51 


Jan.,'5! 
Mar.,'51 
Aug. 25,'50 


(reissue) June,'50 


Apr. 20,'50 
Sept.,'50 
Oct. 20,'50 
Nov. 25,'50 
Oct.,'50 
Oct. 15,'50 


Jan.,'51 
June 16,'50 
Dec.,'50 
Jan. 10,'51 
Dec. 8,'50 
Jan.,'5! 
Sept.,'50 
Feb. 7,'51 


Mar.31'51 
July 4,50 


(reissue) Feb.,'5! 


July 28,50 
Dec.,'50 


{reissue} Aug. 15,'50 


Not Set 
Feb. 25'5! 


Nov. 5,'50 
Not Set 
Oct. 27,50 
June,'50 
Oct.,’50 


Nov. 15,50 


Not Set 
Mar.,'51 
July 29,50 
Jan. 18,51 
Aug.,'50 
July 7,50 
Oct. 1,50 
Jan. 1,'51 
Jan. 13,'51 
Jan. 27,'51 
Feb.,'5! 
Aug. 5,'50 


Nov. 26,'50 
Dec. 10,'50 
Aug.,'50 


Dec. 29,50 
Not Set 


Running 
Time 


112m 
59m 
102m 
102m 
57m 


72m 
88m 
79m 
60m 
55m 
83m 


112m 
108m 
68m 
55m 
60m 


89m 
76m 
90m 
85m 


————— RATINGS. 


7 Herald 
L. of D. 


Review 
AYC A-| Good 
Fair 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Average 


7~ REVIEWED — 
(S) synopsis Na 
Issue Page Groups 


Dec. 9 605 
Dec. 23 634 
Sept. 30 50! 
Aug. 413 
Jan., 654 


390 Fair 

589 Excellent 

518 - Good 

642 Good 

561 Fair 

253 Good 
(S)654 

442 


AYC A-| 
B 


July 

Nov. 
Oct. 
Dec. 


Good 
433 Good 
30 

634 
477 
(S)555 
538 
365 

321 
293 


Fair 
Average 


Good 

Very Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 


Good 
Good 


Good 
Good 
Good 


4350 


545 
(S)554 
457 
546 
569 


> 
nN ~ 


Ld 


633 
661 
301 
2053 
278 
518 
509 
598 
449 


Good 
Excellent 
Excellent 
Good 
Fair 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Average 


Jan. 
May 


nn 


AY or AYC 
AYC 
AY 


Apr. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Dec. 
Aug. 


AYC 
A 


n= 


AYC 
May 
Excellent 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 


AYC 
AYC 
AYC 
AYC 


—Nw- 


Jan. 

Nov. 
Dec. 
Aug. 
Dec. 


TPOP SSE FEPESS > >. pew 


June 3 AY or AYC Good 
AYC 


AYC 


Very Good 
Good 


May 20 
Nov. 25 


Jan. 7,'33 
June 24 
Dec. 30 
Nov. 4 Very Good 

Dec. 30 
June 10 

May 27 
Aug. 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Excellent 


Good 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Good 


Dec. 


Jan. 
Nov. 
Aug. 
June 
Aug. 
July 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Dec. 
Mar. 25 


(S)4219 
434 

365 
(S)644 
634 

661 

66! 
634 

237 


Average 
Good 


Average 
Very Good 
Very Good 
Average 
Very Goor 


Nov. I] 
Aug. 26 


Dec. 23 
Nov. 4 


Good 


Very Good 
Fair 


(S)562 
450 
633 
554 
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~— REVIEWED — RATINGS 
(S) synopsis Nat'l Herald 
Groups L.ofD. Review 


Release Running 


TITLE—Production Number—Company Stars Date Time Issue Page 


Excellent 


Panic in the Streets (022) 
Paper Gallows (Brit.) 
Payment on Demand (formerly 
Story of a Divorce) (110) RKO 
Peggy (color) (922) Univ. 
Petty Girl (color) (317) Col. 
Pink String and Sealing Wax Pent. 
Place in the Sun, A Para. 
Prairie Roundup (363) Col. 
Prehistoric Women (color) ELC 
Prelude to Fame Univ. 
Pretty Baby (004) WB 
Pride of Maryland (5023) Rep. 
Prisoners in Petticoats (4929) Rep. 
Pygmy Island (342) Col. 


20th-Fox 
ELC 


QUEBEC (5017) (color) Para. 
Queen of Spades Stratford 


RAIDERS of Tomahawk Creek (362) Col. 
Red Badge of Courage, The MGM 
Red Shoes, The (Brit.) (color) (Spcl.) ELC 
Redhead and the Cowboy, The Para. 
Redwood Forest Trail (4922) Rep. 
Renegades of the Sage (261) Col. 
Return of Jesse James (4907) Lippert 
Return of the Frontiersman (color) 

(927} we 
Revenue Agent (312) Col. 
Rhythm Inn (5115) Mono. 
Rider from Tucson (027) RKO 


Ridin’ the Outlaw Trail Col. 


Right Cross (104) MGM 
Rio Grande (5004)* Rep. 
Rio Grande Patrol (108) RKO 
River Gan Realart 


Rock Island Trail (color) (4914) Asa 


Rocketship XM (4904) 


Rocking Horse Winner, The (Brit. \(982)) Care 
WB 


Rocky Mountain (008) 
Rogue River (color) ELC 
Rogues of Sherwood Forest (color) 
(243) 
Rookie Fireman (311) 
Royal Wedding (color) 
Rustlers on Horesback (4968) 


SADDLE Tramp (color) (928) Univ. 
Salerno Beachhead (formerly 

Walk in the Sun) ealart 
Samson and Delilek (color)* (010) ust 
San Francisco Docks I 
San Quentin (003) 
Second Chance 
Second Face, The (Brit.) 
Second Woman, The 
Secret Fury, The (075) 
September Affair (5012) 
Seven Days to Noon (Brit.) 
711 Ocean Drive (319) 
Shakedown (929) 
Short Grass (AA-18) 
Showdown, The (4924) 
Side Show (4924) 
Sierra (color) (919) 
Sierra Passage (formerly Trail Dust 

(5107) 
Silent Dust (Brit.) 
Silk Noose, The (Brit.) (4923) 
Skipalong Rosenbloom ELC 
Skipper Surprised His Wife, The (3!) MGM 
Sleeping City, The (930)* Univ. 
Snow Dog (4919) Mono. 
So Long at the Fair (Brit.) ELC 
So Young, So Bad UA 
Sons of the Musketeers (color) RKO 
Sound of Fury UA 
Southside 1-1000 (AAI7) AA 
Spirit of Culver Realart 
Spirit of Notre Dame Realart 
Spy Hunt (920) 
Stage to Tucson (color) 
State Penitentiary (202) 
Steel Helmet, The (5006) 
Stella (018) 
Storm Warning (014) 
Streets of Ghost Town (264) 
Stronghold 
Sugarfoot (color) 


Richard Widmark-Paul Douglas 
Rona Anderson-John Bentley Nov.'50 
Feb.,'5! 
July,'50 
Sept.,'50 
Oct.,'50 
Not Set 
Jan.,'51 
Nov. 1,'50 
Nov.,'50 
Sept. 16,'50 
Jan. 20,'51! 
Sept. 18,'50 
Nov.,'50 


Bette Davis-Barry Sullivan 

Diana Lynn-Charles Coburn 
Robert Cummings-Joan Caulfield 
Googie Withers-John Carol 
Montgomery Clift-Elizabeth Taylor 
Charles Starrett, Smiley Burnette 
Laurette Luez-Allan Nixon 

Guy Rolfe-Kathleen Byron 
Dennis Morgan-Betsy Drake 
Stanley Clements-Peggy Stewart 
Valentine Perkins-Robt. Rockwell 
J. Weissmuller-Ann Savage 


Apr.,'51 
Sept. 15,'50 


John Barrymore, Jr.-Corinne Calvet 
Anton Walbrook-Edith Evans 


Oct. 26,'50 
Mar. 16,'51 
Not Set 
Mar.,'51 
Sept. 18,'50 
Nov. 24,'50 
Sept. 8,'50 


Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 
Audie Murphy-Bill Mauldin 
Anton Walbrook-Marius Goring 
Glenn Ford-Rhonda Fleming 
Rex Allen-Dorothy Patrick 
Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 
John Ireland-Ann Dvorak 


June 24,'50 
Feb.,'51 
Feb. 11,'5! 
June 7,'50 
Feb.,'5! 
Oct. 6,50 
Nov. 15,'50 
Nov.,'50 
(reissue) Oct.15,'50 


Gordon MacRae-Julie London 
Douglas Kennedy-Jean Willes 
Jane Frazee-Kirby Grant 

Tim Holt-Richard Martin 
Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 
June Allyson-Dick Powell 

John Wayne-Maureen O'Hara 
Tim Holt-Jane Nigh 

Gloria Jean-John Qualen 
Forrest Tucker-Adele Mara 
Lloyd Bridges-Osa Massen 
John Mills-Valerie Hobson 
Erroll Flynn-Patrice Wymore 
Rory Calhoun-Guy Madison 


Nov. 1 1,"50 
Nov. 15,'50 


July,'50 
Oct. 12,'50 
Mar. 23,5! 
Oct. 23,'50 


John Derek-Diana Lynn 

Bill Williams-Barton MacLane 
Fred Astaire-Jane Powell 
Allan Lane-Eddy Waller 

Joel McCrea-Wanda Hendrix Sept.,'50 
Dana Andrews-Richard Conte (reissue) Feb. 1,'5! 
H. Lamarr-V. Mature-G. Sanders Mar. 28,'51 
Barry Fitzgerald-B. Meredith (reissue) Oct. 15,50 
Pat O'Brien-H. Bogart (reissue) Sept. 9,'50 
Ruth Warrick-John Hubbard Not Set 
Ella Raines-Bruce Bennett Jan.,'51 
Robert Young-Betsy Drake Feb. 9,'51 
Claudette Colbert-Robert Ryan Sept. 23,'50 
Joan Fontaine-Joseph Cotten Feb.'5! 
Barry Jones-Olive Sloane Not Set 
Edmond O'Brien-Joanne Dru July,"50 
Howard Duff-Brian Donlevy Sept.,'50 
Rod Cameron-Cathy Downs Dec. 24,'50 
William Elliott-Marie Windsor Aug. 15,'50 
Don McGuire-Tracey Roberts June 18,'50 
Audie Murphy-Wanda Hendrix June,'50 


Jan. 7,'51 
Dec. 29,'50 
July 9,'50 
Feb. 14,'5! 
June 30,'50 
Sept.,'50 
July 16,'50 
Jan.,'51 
May 26,'50 
Not Set 


Wayne Morris-Lola Albright 
Stephen Murray-Beatrice Campbell 
Carole Landis-Joseph Calleia 

Max Baer-Jackie Coogan 

Robert Walker-Joan Leslie 
Richard Conte-Coleen Gray 

Kirby Grant-Elena Verdugo 

Jean Simmons-Dirk Bogarde 

Paul Henreid-Catherine McLeod 
Cornel Wilde-Maureen O'Hara 
Frank Lovejoy-Kathleen Ryan Jan. 15,'51 
Don DeFore-Andrea King Nov. 12,'50 
J. Cooper-F. Bartholomew (reissue) Sept. 15,50 
Lew Ayres-Andy Devine _— (reissue) Sept. 15,50 
Howard Duff-Marta Toren June,'50 
Rod Cameron-Wayne Morris Jan.,'51 
Werner Baxter-Onslow Stevens June 8,'50 
Gene Evans-Steve Brodie Feb. 2,'5! 
Ann Sheridan-Victor Mature Aug.,'50 
Ginger Rogers-Ronald Reagan Feb. 10,'5! 
Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette Aug. 3,'50 
Veronica Lake-Zachary Scott Oct. 19,50 
Randolph Scott-Adele Jergens Not Set 
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Sept.,'50 96m 


69m Nov. I! 561 


Oct. (S)538 
78m June 346 
87m Aug. 441 
75m Oct. 537 

Sept. (S)479 
53m Jan. 690 
74m Jan. 654 
78m Nov. 570 
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60m Jan. 662 
60m Sept. 493 
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(S) 654 
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Apr. 
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Sept. 
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Oct. 
Dec. 
Oct. 
Mar. 4,'39 
Sept. 26,'3! 
June 10 
Dec. 23 
May 27 
Jan. 6 
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Aug. 19 442 


Jan. 6 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Summer Stock (color) (381)* MGM 
Sun Sets At Dawn, The (Brit.) ELC 
Sunset Boulevard (4927)* 

Sunset in the West (color) (4943) 
Surrender (500!) 

Suspect, The 

Sword of Monte Cristo (106) 


TAMING of Dorothy, The (Brit.) 

Tangier 

Target 

Target Unknown (formerly Prisoner 
of War) 

Tarzan and the Amazons 

Tarzan and the Leopard Woman 

Tarzan's Peril 

Tea for Two ‘color) (001)* 

Texan Meets Calamity Jane, The 
(color) (303) 

Texans Never Cry (352) 

Texas Dynamo (266) 

They Were Not Divided 

Thing The 

Third Time Lucky 

Thirteenth Letter (formerly The 
Scarlet Pen) (107) 20th-Fox 

This Side of the Law (926) WB 

3 Desperate Men (5009) 
(formerly 3 Outlaws) 

Three Guys Named Mike 

Three Husbands 

Three Little Words (color) (36)* 

Three Secrets (006) 

Timber Fury (066) 

Time Running Out 

To Please a Lady (105)* 

To the Last Man 

Toast of New Orleans (color) (103)* 

Tomahawk (color) 

Torch, The (025) 

Tougher They Come, The (305) 

Trail of Robin Hood (color) (4946) 

Train to Tombstone (4934) 

Treasure Island (color) (191)* 

Trial Without Jury (4921) 

Trigger, Jr. (color) (4945) 

Trio (Brit.) 

Triple Trouble (4915) 

Tripoli (5005) (color) 

Two Flags West (color) (029) 

Two Lost Worlds 

Two Weeks—With Love (color) (108) MGM 


Para. 
Rep. 
Rep. 
Realart 
20th-Fox 


ELC 
Realart 
RKO 


Univ. 
RKO 
RKO 


Lippert 
MGM 
UA 
MGM 
ws 
ELC 
ELC 
MGM 
Favorite 
MGM 
Univ. 
ELC 
Col. 
Rep. 
Lippert 


Para. 
20th-Fox 
ELC 


Rep. 
niv. 


Univ. 


UNDER Mexicali Stars (4954) 

Under the Gun 

Undercover Girl (105) 

Underworld Story, The (for. Whipped) 
Jnion Station (5002) 

United States Mail 


VALENTINO [color) 
Vendetta (167) 
Vengeance Valley (color) 
Vicious Years, The 
Vigilante Hideout (4966) 
Virginia City 

Volcano 


UA 
Para. 
Para. 

Col. 
RKO 
MGM 
Mono. 
Rep. 

ws 


WALK Softly, Stranger (102) 

Watch the Birdie (113) 

West of the Brazos (4930) 

West Point Story, The (009)* 

When | Grow Up 

When the Daltons Rode 

When You're Smiling (304) 

Where Danger Lives (024) 

Where the Sidewalk Ends (017) 

While the Sun Shines (Brit.) 

White Heather 

Wicked City 

Winchester ‘73 (color) (921}* 

Winslow Boy, The (Brit.) (027) 

Woman on Pier 13, The (008) 
(formerly | Married a Communist) 

Woman on the Run (932) 

Wyoming Mail (color) (931) 


Stratford 
ELC 
ELC 

Univ. 
ELC 
RKO 


Univ. 


Univ. 


Release 
Date 


Aug. 25,'50 
Jan.,'5! 
Aug.,50 

Sept. 25,'50 


Stars 


Judy Garland-Gene Kelly 

Sally Parr-Philip Shawn 

Gloria Swanson-William Holden 
Roy Rogers-Estelita Rodriguez 

Vera Ralston-John Carroll Sept. 15,50 
Charles Laughton-Ella Raines — (reissue) June,'50 
George Montgomery-Paula Corday Mar., 51 


Jean Kent-Robert Beatty Sept. 29,'50 
Maria Montez-Robert Paige (reissue)Jan. 1,51 
Charles McGraw-Marie Windsor Not Set 


Jan.,'51 
(reissue) Dec. 2,'50 
(reissue) Dec. 2,50 
Mar. 10,’ 
Sept., 2," 


Mark Stevens-Robert Douglas 
Johnny Weismuller-B. Joyce 
Johnny Weismuller-B. Joyce 
Lex Barker-Virginia Huston 
Doris Day-Gordon MacRae 


Nov.," 

Mar.,” 
June |,’ 
Feb. 8," 
Mar. 3," 

Oct.,'50 


Evelyn Ankers-James Ellison 

Gene Autry-Gail Davis 

Charles Starrett-Smiley Burnette 
Edward Underdown-Ralph Clanton 
Kenneth Tobey-Margaret Sheridan 
Glynis Johns-Dermot Walsh 


Feb.,'5! 
June 17,50 


Charles Boyer-Linda Darnell 
Viveca Lindfors-Kent Smith 


Jan. 12,'51 
Mar. 9,'51 
Nov. 17,'50 
Aug. 4,'50 
Oct. 14,'50 
June,'50 
Oct. 3,'50 
Oct. 13,50 
(reissue) Dec.,'50 
Sept. 29,'50 
Feb.,'5! 


Preston Foster-Virginia Grey 
Jane Wyman-Van Johnson 
Emlyn Williams-Louis Erickson 
Fred Astaire-Red Skelton 
Eleanor Parker-Patricia Neal 
David Bruce-Laura Lee 

Dane Clark-Simone Signoret 
Clark Gable-Barbara Stanwyck 
Randolph Scott-Buster Crabbe 
Kathryn Grayson-Mario Lanza 
Van Heflin-Yvonne De Carlo 
Paulette Goddard-Pedro Armendariz 
Preston Foster-Wayne Morris 

Roy Rogers-Penny Edwards 

Don Barry-Tom Neal 

Bobby Driscoll-Robert Newton 
Robert Rockwell-Barbara Fuller 

Roy Rogers-Dale Evans 

J. Hayter-N. Patrick-J. Simmons 
Leo Gorcey-Huntz Hall 

Maureen O'Hara-John Payne 
Linda Darnell-Joseph Cotten 

Laura Eiliott-Jim Arners 

Jane Powell-Ricardo Montalban 


June 30, '50 
Oct. 10,50 
Aug. 13,50 

Nov.,'50 

Nov.,'50 
Oct. 29,'50 
Nov. 10,50 


Nov. 20,'50 
Jan.,'51 
Dec.,'50 

July 21,'50 
Sept.,'50 
Not Set 


Not Set 
Dec. 23,'50 
Feb. 23,'51 


Rex Allen-Dorothy Patrick 
Richard Conte-Audrey Totter 
Alexis Smith-Scott Brady 
Dan Duryea-Galo Storm 
William Holden-Nancy Olson 
Alan Ladd-Phyllis Calvert 


Tony Dexter-Eleanor Parker 
Faith Domergue-George Dolenz 
Burt Lancaster-Robert Walker 
Tommy Cook-Gar Moore Not Set 
Allen “Rocky” Lane-Eddie Waller Aug. 6,'50 
Errol Flynn-H. Bogart (reissue) July 15,'50 
A. Magnani-G. Brooks-R. Brazzi Feb. 1,'51 


Nov. 4,50 
Jan, 12,"51 
June 2,'50 


Joseph Cotten-Valli 

Red Skelton-Arlene Dahl 
James Ellison-Russell Hayden 
James Cagney-Virginia Mayo Nov. 25,'50 
Robert Preston-Matha Scott Mar. 22,'51 
Randolph Scott-Brod. Crawford {reissue} June,'50 
Jerome Courtland-Lola Albright Sept. 21,50 
Robert Mitchum-Faith Domerque Nov. 23,'50 
Dana Andrews-Gene Tierney July,'50 
Barbara White-Ronald Squire June 20,50 
Ray Millard- Patricia Roc Mar. 8,'51 
M. Montez-J. Aumont-L. Palmer Mar. 2,'51 
James Stewart-Shelley Winters July 12,"50 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke-Robert Donat Not Set 


June 3,'50 
Oct.,"50 
Oct.,'50 


Laraine Day-Robert Ryan 
Ann Sheridan-Dennis O'Keefe 
Stephen McNally-Alexis Smith 


Running 


Time 


109m 
Jim 
110m 
67m 
90m 
85m 


75m 
76m 


90m 
72m 
72m 


98m 


Tim 


83m 
79m 
60m 
115m 


8im 
Tim 
58m 
107m 


80m 
75m 
84m 
95m 
82m 


92m 
97m 


73m 
77m 
87m 


— REVIEWED — 


Issue 


Aug. !2 
Nov. 4 
Apr. 22 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 14 
Dec. 30,'44 
Jan. 13 


Mar. 16,'46 
Nov. 4 


Jan. 27 
Feb. 16,'46 
Aug. 19 


Oct. 21 
Jan. 20 
June 10 
Dec. 30 
Jan. 20 
Oct. 21 


Jan. 27 
June 10 
Jan. 20 
Nov. I! 
July 8 
Sept. 2 
Oct. 21 


Oct. 7 


Aug. 26 
Jan. 13 
May 13 
Nov. 18 
Dec. 16 
Sept. 9 
June 24 
July 22 
July 8 
Oct. 14 
July 15 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Dec. 30 
Oct. 14 


Dec. 9 
Dec. 16 
Nov. 4 
Apr. | 
July 15 
Jan. 13 


Nov. 4 
Nov. 25 
Jan. 27 


Aug. 19 
July 29 


Sept. 2 
Nov. 25 
May 27 
Nov. 18 


Aug. 3,'40 
Sept. 2 
June 24 
July | 
July 15 
Dec. 30 
Dec. 30 
June 10 
Mar, |1 


Sept. 24 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 7 


(S) =synopsis 


Page 


434 
554 
269 
502 
518 
2249 
(S)662 


2895 
(S)554 


690 


589 
314 
569 


38 

458 
353 
365 
389 
(S)642 
(S)644 
329 
222 


26 
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510 
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A 
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A 

A 
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AY or AYC 
Aor AY 

A 
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Good 
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TTT ce 


‘ame and 
OTrttine ... 


In each field there is one product 





that is recognized as the most distinguished 
in its sphere—the accepted peer among 


all others of its kind. 


The single word that expresses the utmost 
in fine jewelry is T/FFANY. 

In automobiles it is CADILLAC. 
Among publications for industry and 
business it is FORTUNE. 


TETELELITITI ELE ETT iti atiti tt itititii iii itiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiitilitiiiiiitiiiiililiiiiiiiitiiie 


And among annual trade publications for 
the fields of motion pictures, 


radio and television it is FAME. 


There is an indefinable, but nevertheless 


definite, extra measure of benefit— 


TITTIELTILILLTE LL LittEtiiitititiiiiiiiitiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiel 


a greater prestige value derived by the many 
who make appropriate use of the pages 

of FAME. It represents a rewarding 
opportunity—an investment that pays 


well and soundly! 


(A short time now remains for advertisers 


to secure space in the forthcoming issue). 


a 


TETTLLLLLELLL LLLP LEL ELLE 


TUTTE eee 





"a 


LONE) 


That wise man (what's his name 
again?) was right 


“THERE'S NOTHING WRONG WITH OUR BUSINESS 
THAT A GOOD PICTURE CAN'T CURE...” 
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BROKE THE 


RECORD?! 


Columbia Pictures be e * ° 

New York, N. Y. ; Movie business 18 betfer 
Than ever... 

I am very happy to advise you that PLAY COLUMBIAS 


the first week of BORN YESTERDAY, out grossed 
every picture in the history of the VICTORIA | : = an 
THEATRE. 

BORK ee 


3 ine erely, Jupy May 


Ffauriec Ee 


MAURICE MAURER ? Beal mu HGF 


Managing Director 3 4 
VICTORIA THEATRE : Pred by $. sry e. 
AN SimoN 

rate inde ee | 














